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CHAP.  I. 

Not  fester  yonder  rowers'  mijjht. 

Flings  from  their  oars  the  spray. 
Not  faster  yonder  rippling  bright. 
That  tracks  the  shallop's  cooise  in  light. 

Melts  in  the  lake  away  ; 
Than  men  from  memory  erase 
The  benefits  of  former  days. 

Scott's  Lady  op  the  Lake, 

2'he  Trial  of  Friendship, 


T) 


HE  mind  of  Florence  had  received   a 

very  severe  shock  in  the  sudden  and  awful 

death  of  her  father;  but  to  this  was   now 

added  the  certainty,  that  his  repeated  warn- 
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ings  of  approaching  poverty^  in  the  event 
of  his  decease,  had  been  no  phantom  reared 
by  imagination,  as  she  had  heretofore 
firmly  believed,  to  fright  her  to  the  goal  of 
matrimony.  She  recollected,  with  in- 
creasing alarm,  his  frequent  declaration 
that  she  would,  under  such  circumstances, 
not  only  be  friendless,  but  also  what  she 
now  fearfully  realized,  literally  pennyless. 
To  provide  for  her  own  future  mainte- 
nance seemed  now  her  only  resource  ;  but 
how  was  this  to  be  attempted  by  a  being 
so  unfitted,  fi'om  past  indulgence,  to  the 
arduous  task,?  Her  proud,  independent, 
and  aspiring  mind  revolted-at  the  thought; 
but  reason,  or  necessity,  a  still  more  arbi- 
trary tutor,  pointed  to  that  as  the  only 
road;  but  unable  at  the  present  trying 
moment  to  bend  to  circumstance,  she  de- 
termined to  seek  her  friend,  Matilda  Dacre, 
to  counsel  with,  and  at  the  same  time  ac- 
cept a  temporary  loan  of  money,  until  her 
pecuniary  affairs  had  undergone  a  proper 
investigation. 

The 
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TThe  funeral  of  Mr.  Vincent  had  been 
•solemnized  ten  days ;  the  heavy  affliction, 
the  shock  of  his  death,  had,  in  some  degree, 
subsided  ;  and  the  respectful  mourning  in 
which  his  daughter  was  arrayed,  with  the 
saddened  air  of  mitigated  and  mellowed 
grief  which  her  features  wore,  gave  her 
that  touching  interest  which  is  at  once  so 
impressive  and  captivating. 

She  drew  a  large  bonnet  over  her  face, 
and  as  the  distance  was  beyond  a  walk,  en 
tered,  for  the  first  time  iu  her  life,  a  hack 
ney-coach,    and,   unattended  by   a  single 
servant,  drove  to  the  door  of  Mrs.  Dacre. 

That  lady  was  absent,  but  her  daughter 
was  visible.  Florence,  therefore,  with 
trembling  step,  ascended  the  stairs :  the 
contrast  of  present  circumstance,  with  the 
remembrance  of  the  last  time  of  their 
meeting  under  the  roof  which  now  re- 
ceived her,  affected  her  sensibly,  and  un- 
bidden tears  gushed  from  her  eyes ;  she 
wiped  the  traces  from  her  cheeks,  and,  with 
assumed  fortitude,  entered  the  room. 

B  2  Matilda 
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Matilda  was  seated  on  a  sofa,  playing 
with  a  tame  squirrel,  which  frolicked  alter- 
nately upon  her  shoulder,  or  hid  himself 
beneath  the  folds  of  her  dress.  She  started 
from  her  recumbent  attitude,  but  did  not 
rise  at  the  approach  of  her  friend  :  her 
manner  was  cold,  constrained^  distant,  but 
civil,  as  she  pointed  to  a  chair,  and  re- 
quested her  to  be  seated.  The  request  was 
not  ill-timed,  for  the  limbs  of  Florence 
were  palsied  with  astonishment:  she  was 
unprepared  .for  this  first  lesson  in  th« 
school  of  adversity,  and,  without  uttering 
a  syllable,  accepted  the  invitation. 

Miss  Dacre  commenced  by  adverting, 
with  perfect  frigidity,  to  the  late  melan- 
choly event,  and  in  the  same  tone  added — 
*'  Indeed  I  was  dreadfully  shocked  when 
Mrs.  Wilson,  your  old  housekeeper,  an- 
nounced to  me  her  discharge  from  your 
service,  by  applying  for  a  similar  situation 
with  us;  but  indeed  there  was  so  little 
economy  practised  in  your  domestic  esta- 
blishment, and  with  s'uch  a  constant  succes- 
sion 
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fcion  of  visitors,  as  I  have  witnessed  at 
Trent  Abbey,  so  much  more  than  was  pro- 
per must  have  been  committed  to  her  ma- 
nagement and  discretion,  that  a  prudent 
family  would  certainly  decline  engaging 
with  a  housekeeper  who  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  such  lavish  expenditure.  From 
her,  however,  for  curiosity,  or  rather  the 
great  interest  I  felt  in  your  welfare,  induced 
me  to  admit  her,  I  learnt  all  the  particu- 
lars of  your  present  distress,  and  that  your 
expensive  propensities,  added  to  the  un- 
fortunate extravagance  of  your  late  father, 
had  united  to  beggar  you ;  and  in  short, 
from  what  I  could  gather,  that  you  were 
left  under  such  awkward  circumstances,  as 
must  compel  your  personal  practice  of  in- 
dustry for  a  maintenance.  Now  as  I  have 
ever  had  a  very  great  friendship  for  you. 
Miss  Vincent,  I  shall  be  happy  to  be  ser- 
viceable to  you,  in  any  mode  of  life  you 
may  adopt;  and  when  you  have  fixed  upon 
that  you  mean  to  pursue,  you  will  not 
omit  to  afford  me  the  opportunity  of 
B  3  evincing 
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evincing  the  interest  I  take  in  your  affairs^ 
in  the  interim,  accept  this  trifle;  it  \vill  re- 
imburse you  for  the  expence  you  have  in- 
advertently incurred  by  the  hackney-coach, 
which  I  presume  waits  for  you  ;"  and  the 
fair  Matilda  deliberately  took  a  guinea  from 
her  purse,  which  she  extended  at  arm's 
length  to  her  astonished  auditor. 

Happily  for  Florence,  the  cool  insult 
had  aroused  indignation,  rather  than  awak- 
ened feeling:  her  eyes  were  fixed  upon, 
the  speaker,  with  a  meaning  which  required 
not  language  to  render  intelligible;  she 
rose  from  her  chair,  and  at  a  moment  when 
she  would  have  given  such  a  reply  to  the 
foregoing  address,  as  time  could  scarcely 
have  effaced  from  the  mind  of  her  un- 
grateful, unworthy  associate,  the  one  was 
saved  from  the  mortification  of  well-merited 
expressions  of  chilling  contempt,  and  the 
other  the  regret  of  having  discovered  how 
deeply  she  had  felt  the  unlooked-for  humi- 
liation which  had  so  unnecessarily  been 
prepared  for  her,  by  the  door  being  agaia 

thrown 
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thrown  open  by  a  servant,  who  announced 
two  other  visitors. 

Miss  Dacre,  as  if  conscious  of  the  re- 
prieve, and  grateful  for  its  apropos  inter- 
ruption, rose  with  alacrity,  and  greeted, 
with  renovated  vivacity,  their  arrival,  with- 
out deigning,  or  perhaps  daring  to  bestow 
a  single  glance  upon  our  orphan,  who,  at 
the  same  moment  quitting  the  apartment, 
descended  unobserved,  and  unattended  too, 
and  gained  the  street,  where,  at  some  little 
distance  from  the  hall  dour,  she  beheld  her 
humble  vehicle  drawn  off  to  give  place  to 
the  dashing  barouche  which  had  conveyed 
the  present  guests  of  Miss  Dacre. 

Melancholy  was  the  interval  which  passed 
between  her  departure  from  one  house  and 
arrival  at  the  other,  that  other  which  she 
had  in  such  cavalier  manner  been  desired 
so  recently  to  quit ;  but  where  was  she 
now  to  look  for  succour,  support,  or  even 
advice?  Her  mind,  distracted  by  a  succes- 
sion of  evils,  sought,  with  infantine  help- 
B  1  ^  lessness,. 
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Jessness,  some  bosom  on  which  to  repose: 
'n's  irue,  ''  the  world  was  before  her  where 
to  choose ;"  but  alas  !  in  that  wide  space, 
where  was  this  inconsiderate  child  of  Folly 
to  seek,  or  seeking,  find  one  real  friend? 

Reflection,  with  rapid  glance,  reviewed 
the  past.  One  object  presented  itself  still 
with  smiling  aspect :  Mrs.  Hertford  had 
been  the  early  protegee  of  lady  Emily  Vin- 
cent, who  had  rescued  her  from  the  mise- 
ries inflicted  by  a  severe  and  unfeeling 
stepmother,  had  educated,  maintained,  and 
eventually  been  the  means  of  marrying  her 
very  advantageously  to  an  eminent  coun- 
sellor. Florence  caught  indeed  at  the  pre- 
cious anchor;  she  remembered,  with  re- 
novated hope,  the  tender  attachment  which 
Maria  Roberts  had  always  professed,  her 
even  blameable  indulgence  of  all  her  whims 
and  caprices  in  her  childish  days;  and  she 
now  felt  assured  that  Mrs.  Hertford  would 
recognize  the  deserted  orphan  of  her  bene- 
factress, with   all    that    maternal    fondness 

which 
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%vhich  had,  in  former  days  of  peace  and 
happiness,  marked  the  conduct  of  Maria 
Roberts  towards  her. 

Elate  with  expectation  of  kindness  and 
hospitality,  succour  and  protection,  our 
heroine  felt  her  heart  relieved  of  part  of 
its- weight  of  woe,  and  she  immediately 
sought  among  her  papers  for  the  address 
of  this  late  recollected  friend  ;  it  proved 
to  be  at  Peckham;  and  as  delay,  under  pre- 
sent circumstances,  was  not  admissible,  she 
determined  the  very  next  day  to  visit  her. 

Sleepless  was  the  night  which  ensued  ; 
and  at  an  early  hour  she  arose  to  prepare 
for  the  intended  interview.  The  hints  the 
unfeeling  Miss  Dacre  had  thrown  out  for 
economy,  dwelt  with  painful  tenacity  upon 
the  mind  of  our  unfortunate;  but  a  coach 
could  not  now  be  avoided;  it  was  no  longer 
an  indulgence ;  nor  could  a  dirty  hack  prove 
otherwise  than  a  mortification;  but  it  was 
rndispensible;  and  she  once  more  ascended 
one,  and  directed  its  course  to  Peckham. 
Time  had  scarcely  reached  the  break fast- 
B  5  hour 
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hour  of  even  the  early  risers  of  Mrs. 
Hertford's  family,  when  the  carriage  stopt; 
without  ceremony  she  alighted,  and  follow- 
ed the  servant  almost  to  the  door  of  the 
apartment,  where  they  were  just  assembled, 
when  turning  with  some  appearance  of 
surprise  at  her  lack  of  form,  he  begged  ta 
be  honoured  with  her  name. 

The  mind  of  Florence  had,  as  usual,  out- 
stript  ordinary  bounds ;  and,  but  for  this 
gentle  rebuke,  she  had  rushed,  unconscious 
of  the  singularity  of  her  conduct,  even  to 
the  very  bosom  of  her  whom  her  imagi- 
nation had  pictured,  during  her  short  jour- 
ney, as  the  condes<:endant  playfellow  of 
her  infant  sport,  the  grateful  object  of  her 
mother's  bounty.  She  was  recalled  to  pre- 
sent circumstance  by  the  inquiry  of  the 
servant,  and  taking  a  card  from  her  pocket, 
desired  him  to  deliver  that — he  received 
it,  and  entered  the  room. 

"  Where  is  dear  Miss  Vincent  ?"  ex- 
claimed the  well-remembered  accents  of 
her  friend ;  and  at  the  next  moment  she 

was 


TITE  INHABITANTS  OF  EARTITi  1  I 

was  folded  in   affectionate  embrace  to  the 
bosom  of  Mrs.  Hertford. 

This  tender  greeting,  so  consonant  to 
the  mental  predictions  of  Florence^  so 
soothing  to  her  hearty  so  gratifying  to  her 
feelinors, 'overcame  her  altoo^ether,  and 
bursting  into  tears^  her  head  fell  upon  the 
shoulder  of  her  friend,  who,  with  tenderest 
inquiry,  led  her  into  the  room,  where  sat 
her  husband,-  and  five  of  the^r  children. 
His  reception  was  no  less  kind  and  cordial, 
while,  to  banish  remembrance  of  what  ap- 
peared so  much  to  agitate  their  guest,  Wil- 
liam, Edward,  and  their  infant  sisters,  were 
pressed  on  her  notice.  Florence  endea- 
voured to  aid  tbeir  wishes  for  recovered 
composure^  and  in  a  short  time  so  well 
succeeded,  as  to  take  her  seat  at  the  table, 
and  partake  of  the  breakfast  spread  before 
her.  Hospitality  appeared  to  reign  su^ 
preme :  Mr.  Hertford  hoped  she  would 
continue  with  them  as  lonjj  as  suited  her 
convenience  and  inclination  ;  and  the 
friendly  Maria  was  too  happy  to  find  ex- 
B  6  pressions. 
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pressions  of  sufficient  force  to  pourtray  it. 
The  full  heart  of  Plorence  now  swelled 
with  gratitude  to  the  benevolent  Hertfords; 
and  she  bitterly  reproached  herself  for  the 
frequent  neglect  she  had  manifested  to- 
wards them,  by  procrastinated  answers  to 
the  many  affectionate  letters  she  had  been 
in  the  habit  for  years  past  of  receiving 
from  them,  and  for  that  indifference  with 
which  she  had  so  long  regarded  them. 

She  thankfully  accepted  their  offer  of 
present  accommodation,  though  she  re- 
served to  herself  the  period  to  which  it 
should  be  lengthened,  being  fully  deter- 
mined not  to  lead  a  life  of  dependence  even 
upon  her  who  bad  for  so  many  years  been 
an  object  of  bounty  in  the  house  of  her 
parents;  but  satisfied  of  their  interest  in 
her  welfare,  and  personal  attachment  to 
•  herself,  she  had  made  up  her  mind  to  be 
wholly  regulated  by  their  advice  and  direc* 
tion  as  to  her  future  destination ;  she 
therefore  dispatched  a  note  to  the  mistress 
of  the  house  she  had   quitted,  signifying 

that 
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that  she  had  no  intention  of  returning  to 
it,  but  should,  in  the  course  of  the  follow- 
inor  dav,  remove  all  she  could  now  call  her 
own  from  under  her  protection. 

Having  finished  her  task,  Florence  sent 
her  note  to  the  post-office,  and  dismissing, 
as  an  incumbent  dutv,  as  much  as  circum- 
stances  and  her  own  sensibility  would  per- 
mit, the  recent  awful  bereavement  she  de- 
plored, from  her  mind  and  conversation, 
she  entered,  with  deepest  interest,  into  the 
little  domestic  details  of  Mrs.  Hertford  ; 
she  heard,  with  truest  satisfaction,  of  her 
husband's  rapid  advance  in  his  profession, 
of  his  acknowledged  abilities,  and  growing 
practice,  of  the  daily  fees  of  office,  of  the 
large  sums  which  rewarded!  his  eloquence; 
and,  looking  at  the  youthful  claimants  who 
crowded  his  table,  she  joyed  at  the  pros- 
pect of  independence  it  held  to  their  per- 
spective, while  she  felt,  by  experience,  the 
bitterness  attendant  upon  Poverty's  hapless 
train. 

Three  days  had  glided  serenely  on — no 

answer 
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answer  had  been  received  to  the  letter  she 
had  written  respecting  her  piano-forte,  her 
library,  globes,  and  other  valuables  she  had 
left  in  the  ready-furnished  house  hired  by  her 
late  father,  a  small  trunk,  containing  chiefly 
her  linen,  being,  as  yet,^all  that  had  reached; 
her;  and,  deeming  it  necessary  that  hep. 
friends,  the  Hertfords,  should  be  made  fully 
acquainted  with  every  circumstance  respect- 
ing her  present  situation,-  which  could  en- 
able them  the  better  to  judge  of  what  steps 
it  would  be  necessary  for  her  to  pursue,, 
for  the  recovery  of  whatever  the  harpies- 
of  the  law  may  have  left  her,  as  well  as  with* 
regard  to  the  line  of  life  she  should  adopt 
to  secure  a  maintenance,  she  deterrnin- 
ed,  on  the  following  day,  to  commence.' 
^e  painful  narrative  of  the  past,  which. 
ihey  had  hitherto  industriously  evaded, 
lest  the  detail  should  too  sensibly  afiect 
her  mind. 

As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  breakfast-table 
had  been  dismissed,  and  the  juniors  of  the 
family  had  quitted  the  room,  poor  Flo- 
rence 
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rence  commenced  her  sad  tale,  which  when 
she  hadj  with  many  tears,  concluded,  Mrs, 
Hertford  again  folded  her  to  her  bosom-^ 
wiped  the  traces  of  sorrow  from  her  cheeks> 
and  bade  her  barjish  all  cares  for  the  future, 
for  that  she  trusted  no  untoward  event 
would  separate  them;  and  s-nilingly  added 
her  hopesj  that  while  she  retained  the  name 
©f  Vincent,  she  would  seek  no  other  home. 

The  professions  of  the  counsellor  were 
scarcely  less  ardent ;  he  regretted  she  had^ 
persisted  in  giving  a  detail  which  he  al- 
ready knew,  and  which  knowledge  he  had^ 
indeed  before  signified,  as  a  repetition 
could  serve  no  other  purpose  than  to  har* 
row  up  her  own  feelings,  and  thereby  dis- 
tress those  of  her  friends. 

*'  Ah,  but,  my  dear  friend,"  replied  the 
sobbing  girl, ''  unless  I  explain  to  you  fully: 
my  situation,  how  can  you  be  a  competent 
judge  of  the  plans  it  becomes  necessary  I 
should  form  for  the  future  ?'* 

"  That,"  returned  xMr.  Pertford,  "    is, 

surely,  my  dear  madaoi;!  a  matter  not  pf 

6  present 
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present  consequence.  The  valuables  you 
have  spoken  of,  as  left  at  your  house  in 
Sackville-street,  I  will  immediately  secure 
for  you  by  purchase;  but  this  I  cannot  do, 
unless  authorized  by  you;  for  the  library, 
piano-forte,  harp,  globes,  and  things  of 
that  description,  having  been  all  understood 
to  be  the  property  of  Mr.  Vincent,  are  atthis 
moment  in  possession  of  the  creditors;  but 
if  you  wish  for  those,  in  preference  to  re- 
placing them  by  new,  I  will,  without  delay, 
exert  myself  for  their  possession,  on  your 
behalf ;  and  as  far  as  my  professional  services 
can  be  rendered  useful  to  you,  setting  aside 
all  other  demands  on  my  time,  I  will  readily 
devote  myself  to  the  arrangement  of  your 
business ;  only,  therefore,  say  where  your 
commands  will  first  direct  my  attention?" 

''  Alas !  my  friend,*'  retunied  his  weeping 
auditor,  ''  how  can  I  talk  of  purchases,  who 
do  not  possess  fifty  pounds  in  the  world  ?" 

The  lawyer  started  from  his  seat,  while 
the  hand  of  his  wife  relaxed  of  the  firm 
hold  with  which  she  had  for  the  last  half 

hour 
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liour  retained  that  oi  her  clear  Miss  Vin- 
cent—  "  Not  possess  fifty  pounds  in  the 
world  !'*  re-erhoed  Mr,  Hertford;  "  how  is 
that  possible,  when  the  ample  fortune  of 
lady  Fitz-Arnold,  1  well  know,  was  be- 
queathed you  some  years  ago?  and  this  can 
be  no  mistake,  for  I  received  the  informa- 
tion from  her  Ladyship's  own  lips.  Your 
father,  I  know,  died  insolvent;  but  that 
could  not  materially  affect  you,  who  held 
possessions  of  such  magnitude  from  your 
aunt.'* 

"  Again,  my  dear  sir,  you,  however,  are 
mistaken,*' resumed  our  heroine;  "  I  re- 
fused compliance  with  an  earnestly-desired 
request  of  my  respected  relative;  and  the 
disappointment  of  sanguine  expectation 
altered  her  intentions  with  regard  to  the 
disposal  of  her  property,  much  to  my  dis- 
advantage, though  not  intentionally  so." 

*'  It  was  certainly  a  very  injudicious  step 
on  your  part,"  resumed  Mr.  Hertford,  cold- 
ly, ''  to  make  use  of  a  very  gentle  term  to 

express 
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express  my  sentiments  of  your  conduct,. 
Miss  Vincent. "^  i^^ 

''  And  yet  I  v^as  wholly  guided  and  go- 
verned by  the  most  unerring  monitor  1 
could  have  consulted.  You  are  not,  per- 
hapSj  aware  of  the  magnitude  of  the  object 
in  view,  and  that  I  must,  by  a  compliance> 
have  sacrificed  my  integrity,  and  have  called 
upon  the  Supreme  Being  to  have  witnessed 
nothing  less  than  perjury  !" 
,  "  These,  madam,  believe  me,  are  but 
flights  of  imagination  :  marriage,  for  I  pre- 
sume you  allude  to  that,  is  now  a  ceremony 
which  is  so  perfectly  understood,  that  it  \% 
regulated,  as  it  undoubtedly  was  originally 
intended  to  be,  by  human  policy  ;  it  is  a 
necessary  link  \o  connect  the  bonds  of  so- 
ciety, it  preserves  nominal  hereditary  claims 
to  rank  and  fortune,  and,  as  such,  is  an  in- 
stitution of  considerabk  utility;  but  as  to 
the  antique  idea  of  connecting  "  love,  ho- 
nour, and  obedience"  with  the  marriage- 
Yow,  we  moderns  wave  them  with  as  much 

mng 
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-^ang  froid  as  we  do  another  similarly 
welI-underst#od  injunction  of  "  forsaking 
all  others,  and  cleaving  only  unto"  that 
helpmate  to  whom  chance^  convenience, 
or  parental  influence  may  unite  us.  If 
the  matter,  however,  be  yet  retrievable 
which  will  secure  you,"  he  continued,  with 
an  expressive  smile,  "  the  fortune  of  lady 
Fitz-Arnold,  even  by  that  alliance  you  have 
in  the  plenitude  of  folly  declined,  instruct 
nie  in  the  means  of  attaining  the  object 
for  you,  and  I  by  no  means  despair  of  com- 
passing the  end  in  view;  for,  be  assured,  the 
chimerical  notions  you  have  imbibed  will 
very  soon  evaporate  in  air,  when  you  are 
once  impressed  with  the  more  substantial 
advantages  which  will  arise  from  that  mode 
of  conduct  I  would  influence.'* 

"  Your  theory,  Mr.  Hertford,  is  as  re- 
volting to  my  principles  as  your  recom- 
mendation is  lo  my  pracHce  ;  I  grieve  to 
discover  we  have  each  mistaken  the  other;: 
to  enter  further  into  argument  \youid  be 
an  useless  trespass  on  your  tinrie,.  for  I  can-i* 

not 
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not  Hatter  myself  with  the  hope  of  render- 
ing you  a  proselyte  to  my  sentiments,  and 
I  feel  a'^Lured  there  is  no  chance  of  my 
becoming  a  convert  to  yours.  T  cim, 
therefore,  only  briefly  thank  you  for  the 
intended  ?>ervice  you  have  volunteered, 
and  decline  it  altogether:  to  this,  how- 
ever, sufTer  me  to  add  my  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  hospitality  and  friendly 
attention  I  have  experienced  beneath  your 
roof;  and  to  assure  you,  that  the  most  essen- 
tial, as  well  as  acceptable,  service  you  can 
render  me,  will  be  to  assist  in  forming 
some  arrangements  for  my  future  disposal, 
in  some  way  which  will  enable  me  to  se- 
cure, by  my  own  exertions,  a  decent  main- 
tenance." 

The  eyes  of  poor  Florence  overflowed 
with  tears;  her  bosom  heaved  the  sigh  of 
anguish;  but  they  were  unheeded  by  either 
of  her  friends.  Maria  sat  twisting,  into  a 
thousand  shapes,  a  card  of  invitation  she 
had  just  received,  while  her  husband,  coolly 
taking  up  a  pen  to  mend^  with  the  evident 

intention 
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intention  of  employing  his  writing-desk, 
which  lay  open  before  him,  simply  ex- 
pressed his  readiness  to  serve  her  in  any 
way  she  could  point  out ;  but  recommended 
ihe  situation  of  governess  in  a  private  fa- 
mily as  the  most  eligible,  to  which  she  was 
also  competent,  from  her  expensive,  and 
consequently,  he  presumed,  well-finished 
education. 

Our  hapless  heroine  recoiled  from  this 
advice  with  unconquerable  reluctance  ;  too 
often  had  she  witnessed  the  cruel  and  un- 
necessary insults  and  degradations  to  which 
such  unfortunate  female  dependants  were 
subjected,  either  from  upstart  pride,  vulgar 
ignorance,  or,  what  was  still  more  grating 
to  the  feelings,  the  overbearing  contumely 
of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  wealth — no, 
the  situation  of  a  governess  was  the  last 
upon  earth  to  which  she  could  submit.  Be- 
side, Florence  was  now  sensible  rhat  she 
was  by  no  means  calculated  to  fill  such  a 
situation,  from  other  causes.  Children  were 
the  delightful  playthings  of  the  hour,  and 

had 
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had  ever  been  to  he^  a  considerable  source 
of  amusement^  when,  as  mistress  of  Trent 
Abbey,  she  had  for  years  been  the  benevo- 
lent patroness  of  infancy,  as  well  as  age,  at 
a  time  v;hen  her  juvenile  village- throng 
^vere  admitted  one  day  in  the  week  to  par* 
take  at  once  of  her  bounty,  in  a  well-sup* 
plied  (able,  and  her  instruction  and  advice, 
which  were  regarded  as  sacred  as  the  famed 
oracles  of  Delphos,  But  to  curb  wayward 
dispositions,  to  submit  to  receive  com- 
mands, and  obey  directions  where  her  own 
judgment  condemned,  or,  perhaps,  by  her 
own  sad  experience,  convinced  was  injuri- 
ous to  the  future  welfare  of  those  commit- 
ted to  her  charge,  or  to  watch,  with  solici- 
tude, over  the  tender  osier,  and,  after  bend- 
ing the  pliant  twig  to  ideal  perfection,  to 
be,  perhaps,  severed  from  that  on  which 
she  had  lavished  her  store  of  aflfections,  to 
give  place  to  some  new  favourite,  was  a 
picture  her  imagination  had  sketched,  and 
her  vivid  feelings  rejected.  What  then  was 
the  alternative  ?  alas  !   she  knew  not.     Her 

removal 
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t^moval  from  Mr.  Hertford's  house  was  in- 
dispensible,  and  must  be  immediate:  she 
heard  no  more  of  those  delightful  schemes 
for  the  future  which  so  recently  employed 
the  active  mind  of  her  friends;  all  now 
presented  an  insipidity  of  conversation,  a 
constrained  civility,  which  wounded  her  to 
the  soul,  and  anything  appeared  better  than 
her  present  situation. 

Mr.  Hertford  had  gone  out,  and  our 
tite-d'tite  friends  were  about  retiring  to 
dress  for  dinner,  when  a  carriage  stopt  at 
the  door.  Florence  rose  to  quit  the  room  ; 
but  Maria  suddenly  stopt  her — ''  Remain 
where  you  are;  I  see  from  the  window  who 
my  visitor  is,  and  I  have  a  plan,  which  I 
am  sure  wiy  succeed  for  a  comfortable  es- 
tablishment for  you — wait,  and  judge  for 
yourself.'* 

Lady  Elizabeth  Leslie  was  announced. 
Her  ladyship  looked  surprised  at  the  unex- 
pected rencounter,  and  bowed  with  cold 
politeness. 

*'  At  the  very  moment  of  your  entrance, 

ray 
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my  dear  lady  Elizabeth/'  said  Mrs.  Her^ 
ford,  at  the  first  pause  in  conversation,  "  I 
bad  recalled  to  memory  a  hint  you  gave 
me  some  time  since,  of  your  desire  for  a 
sort  of  companion  to  amuse  those  lonely 
hours  when  the  earl  devotes  you  to  the 
country,  and  deprives  the  world  of  its 
brightest  ornament.  Miss  Vincent/*  she 
added,  turning  to  her  astonished'  friend, 
*^  is  exactly  the  being  you  want;  from  birth 
and  education  a  gentlewoman,  she  is  sud- 
denly reduced,  by  the  folly  of  herself  and 
father,  to  considerable  pecuniary  distress; 
and  as  circumstances  compel  her  to  a  state 
of  dependence,  she  will  nowhere,  I  am 
convinced,  feel  the  burthen  so  light  as  un- 
der the  protection  of  your  ladyship/' 

*'  My  protection,  dear  Mrs.  Hertford, 
would  readily  be  extended  not  only  to 
your  recommendation,  but  to  Miss  Vincent 
as  an  old  acquaintance,  if  I  did  not  fear  it 
might  be  the  means  of  throwing  her  under 
tlie  protection  of  another  branch  of  my  fa- 
mily; and  that  might  be,"  she  continued, 

with 
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>^•lth  a  laugh,  at  her  own  supposed  w'u, 
''  very  like  the  protection  Rolla  talks  of 
which  the  wolf  affords  the  lamb,  though, 
I  believe,  it  is  not  quite  civil  to  liken 
poor  Ferdinand  to  so  rapacious  an  ani- 
mal." 

*'  And  your  ladyship  is  equally  unfortu- 
nate in  your  second  simile/*  returned  Flo- 
rence, with  unusual  asperity,  ''  for  I  am  in 
many  respects  quite  as  unlike  the  quiescent 
•  Iamb  that  would  meekly  resign  itself  to  the 
inhuman  influence  of  a  savage,  whether  of 
the  woods,  or  what  we  have  been  taught  to 
consider  the  more  civilizedcircleof  a  court ; 
and  permit  me,  madam,  also  to  add,  that  the 
style  in  which  you  have  conveyed  your  re- 
cent consideration  for  me,  fully  convinces 
me  from   tvhat  quarter  my  apprehensions 
of    insult^  could    alone  have  arisen,  if    I 
had  obtained  your  ladyship's  gracious  per- 
mission to   have  entered  the  house  of  the 
carl  of  Trelav.ney  ;  but  as  that    is  an    ar- 
rangement which  has  never  occurred  to  mv 
imagination,    discussion  upon   the  subject 
VOL.   ni.  c  is 
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is  as  idle  as  unpleasant  to  me;"  and,  rising 
from  her  seat  with  dignity  and  recovered 
self-possession,  she  quitted  the  room,  and^ 
with  precipitated  step,  reached  her  own 
chamber.  But  here  our  heart-broken 
Florence  no  longer  played  the  heroine,; 
a  burst  of  stifled  feelings  almost  suffoca- 
ted her;  and  iinding  relief  in  tears,  she^ 
for  a  time,  resigned  herself  to  their  indul- 
gence, till  reflection  convinced  her  exer- 
tion was  necessary,  and  all  that  she  had  to 
rest  on. 

Without  further  deliberation  she  thea 
began  instantly  to  pack  her  scanty  ward- 
robe; and  having  sent  to  the  nearest  inn  for 
a  carriage,  she  no  sooner  heard  that  lady 
Elizabeth  Leslie  had  quitted  the  house,  than 
she  sought  Mrs.  Hertford,  to  whom  she 
eomfnuni.cated  her  new  arrangements,  and, 
by  wnv  of  apology  for  the  suddenness  of 
her  movements,  stated  the  necessity  of  her 
return  to  town,  to  ascertain  the  actual  state 
of  affairs  in  Sackville-street. 

Her  comniunication  was  received   as   a 

matter 
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matter  of  course,  and  as  if    it   had    previ- 
ously occupied  the  mind  of  Mrs.  Hertford, 
who  laughed  at  her  folly  in  converting   a 
friend  into  an  enemy,  by  the  Severity  of  her 
retort  to  lady  Elizabeth,  whom  she  said  all 
the  world  knew  cared  not  a  straw    for  her 
brother,  otherwise  than  as   the  transmitter 
of  family  distinctions,  the  value  of  which 
it  required  no  penetration  to  discover  she 
estimated   higher    than    any  other  earthly 
good  ;  and  concluded   by  again  condemn- 
ing the  conduct  of  Florence,  as  it  was  evi- 
dent to  her  observation,  that  if  lady  Eliza- 
beth had  not   feared  the  influence   of  her 
charms,    the    objection    to    her   admission 
would  never  have  arisen;    whereas,  if  she 
had  acted  wisely,   she  would  have  profited 
by  the  hint,  have  disclaimed  all  possibility 
of  such    a   denouement,    and   having  once 
gained  a  footing    in  the   house,    have  then 
aimed    all    the   artillery  of  beauty   at   the 
heart  of  Ferdinand  the  savage;  as  it   was, 
she  had  now  only  to  lament  the  unhappy 
c  'J  irritabilitv 
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irritability  of  her  temper,  endeavour  to 
amend  it,  and  seek  some  other  situation, 
which,  if  not  so  pleasant,  would  probably 
be  more  secure  from  danger. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

For  not  more  ciose  when  dazzling  lightnings  gl&re»  ^ 

Follows  the  thunder  through  the  troubled  air. 

Than  in  the  scene  of  life  a  cloud  of  woes 

Bursts  on  our  transient  joys,  and  banishes  repose. 

HODGSOK. 

Humiliation,    Rejiect'on,  and  counteracted  In- 
dustry. 

Florence  reo^arded  with  astonishment  the 
once-loved  Maria  of  her  nriother's  care; 
that  bein^  whom  she  had  reared  with  ten- 
derness, had  rescued  from  the  hands  of  ty- 
ranny, had  educated,  had  treated  with  even 
maternal  indulgence,  and  had  aided  to 
place  in  that  very  state  of  independence 
which  had  enabled  her  with  impunity  to 
c  3  insult 
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insult  her  orphaned  child  !  She  heard  her 
in  indignant  silence;  and,  passing  over 
what  €oiiId  nat  well  be  replied  to  by  her, 
but  in  a  strain  she  was  disinclined  to  adopt, 
as  they  were  so  soon  to  part,  and  she  hoped 
for  ever,  she  turned  from  the  sickening 
contemplation  of  humarr  depravity,  to 
wliat  harmonized  m.ore  with  her  own  feel- 
ings, in  the  affectionate  caresses  of  the  in- 
fant group,  who  thronged  around  her,  and 
in  tears  were  alternately  lamenting  her  de- 
parture, or  in  imploring  her  to  stay,  as  she 
had  promised  them,  and  assist  in  decking 
their  May-day  garland,  whieh  they  assured: 
her  would  soon  arrive. 

In  the  midst  of  this  scene  of  genuine 
nature,  the  chaise  was  announced.  Mrs. 
Hertford  slightly  invited  her  to  return  un- 
til she  could  secure  lodgings  in  town,  as, 
of  course,  she  concluded  those  would  not 
be  retained  which  she  had  before  occupied ; 
and  then  added,  how  greatly  Mr,  Hertford 
regretted  that  indispensible  business  pre- 
cluded the.possibility  of  attending  her,as  he 

would 
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^oufd'  otherwise  have  done ;  but  recom- 
rticncied  acrommodafing  matters  with  the 
woman  in  Sackville-street,  whom,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  he  was  convinced  meant  to 
take  every  advantage  of  her;  but  as  the 
glonous  imcertaintf/  of  the  law  mutually  ex- 
posed them  to  the  danger  of  incurring  . 
considerable  expence,  and  the  issue  could- 
alone  decide  where  it  would  eventually  rest, 
ft  were  better  even  to  submit  to  } ulpable 
imposition,  than  by  resi?itance  involve  her- 
self further. 

For  once  Florence  agreeJ  in  opinion 
with  her  advisers;  for  as  her  dear  friend; 
the  lawyer,  was  not  to  reap  the  golden 
harvest  he  had  expected,  she  believed  these 
to  be  his  genuine  sentiments,  and  she  felt 
assured  they  were  her  own. 

The  parting  scene  was  ci\il,  even  polite; 
and  the  dejected  orphan  reached  Sackville- 
street  in  safety  at  six  o'clock.  She  was 
received  by  Mrs.  Davis  with  expressions  of 
pleasure,  as  she  hoped  she  would  immedi- 
ately discharge  a  bill  of  a  few  trifling  ex- 
c  4  pences 
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ponces  incurred  by  her  on  behalf  of  Mfss 
Vincent,  in  the  form  of  fees,  and  bribes  to 
preserve,  from  indigent  creditors,  the  re- 
mains of  her  unfortunate  father  by  a  pri- 
vate interment.  The  harp,  library,  piano- 
forte,, and  other  such  smr.li  matters,  she  had 
herself  disposed  of,  and  the  sum,  she  assured 
l>cr,  which  had  been  raised,^  had  conside- 
rably assisted  her  in  her  humane  exertions; 
and  concluded  by  presenting  the  before- 
mentioned  bill,  tviiich  amounted  to  within 
ten  guineas  of  the  forlorn  one's  whole 
worldly  possessions. 

From  this  demand  there  was  no  appeal — 
the  money  was  paid  ;  and  Florence  having^ 
received  that  small  remnant  of  her  clothes 
which  the  rapacity  of  Mrs.  Davis  had 
vSpared  her,  was  preparing  to  reascend  the 
chaise,  when  the  appalling  recollection  of 
ivhither  she  was  to  direct  its  course  struck 
iipon  her  heart  as  the  knell  of  death.  She 
paused:  the' expression  of  her  speaking 
countenance  struck  the  observation  of  the 
postillion;    he    inquired   with  earnestness 

what 
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what  was  the  matter,  and  received,  in  tre- 
mulous accents,  the  real  truth  :  the  honest 
fellow  appeared  to  feel  for  her  sufTerings, 
and  asked  her  if  she  would  wish  a  small 
lodging  nearer  the  city?  for,  if  so,  he  had 
an  aunt  who  coald  accommodate  her, 
though  she  was  now  too  proud  to  acknow- 
ledge him  as  a  relation.  An  assent  was 
immediately  given  to  the  proposal,  and 
they  proceeded  to  the  new  lodgings. 

To  the  inquiries  of  Mrs.  Benson,  the 
postillion  gave  the  satisfactory  information, 
that  he  had  brought  the  vouno  £:entlewo- 
man  from  squire  Hertford's  at  Peckham, 
and  that,  to  his  belief,  she  was  a  kind  of  a 
poor  niece,  or  a  cousin,  or  something  of 
that  sort;  but  still  that  she  had  money 
enough  to  pay  her  for  the  present,  for  he 
had  seen  full  a  dozen  golden  guineas  in 
her  purse.  This  intelligence  sufficed: 
Miss  Vincent  was  admitted,  and  immedi- 
ately took  possession  of  her  two  apart- 
ments, having  made  an  agreement  to  pay 
her  weekly. 

c5  Thb 
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This  important  step  taken,  Florence  now 
began  to  reflect  in  what  way  she  could  best 
employ  her  time:  needle-work  she  knew 
but  little  of,  and,  at  all  events,  she  feared 
not  being  sufficiently  acquainted  with  it  to 
complete  in  such  manner  as  to  entitle  her 
to  consideration  from  those  of  whom  she 
might  seek  employment.  This  seemed  not 
likely  to  answer,  therefore,  her  pursuit. 
Both  music  and  drawing,  she  believed  her- 
self mistress  of,  although  we  fear  vanity 
had  here,  as  was  usual  with  her,  gone  be- 
yond the  fact;  but  in  order  to  teach  those 
accomplishments,  even  if  competent,  a 
recommendation  was  necessary;  and  even 
yet  she  eould  not  endure  the  thought  of 
an  appeal  to  those  she  had  all  her  life  con- 
sidered as  her  equals,  and  without  it  this 
idea  could  not  be  pursued.  A  sort  of  for- 
lorn hope  rested  on  the  possibility  of  her 
accomplishing  another  scheme.  During 
the  few  days  she  had  passed  with  Mrs.  Hert- 
ford, she  had  busied  herself  in  assisting  the 
children  to  dress  a  leather  doll ;  the  query, 

therefore^ 
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therefore,  was  whether  she  had  ingenuity 
and  perseverance  enough  to  undertake  a 
similar  work  upon  a  larger  scale?  of  the 
latter  she  felt  assured,  and  the  former  she 
decided  to  attempt. 

Her  plans  decided,  she  took  a  late  tea, 
and  retired  to  bed,  where  exhausted  nature 
recruited  for  the  exertions  of  the  following 
day.  The  white  and  delicate  leather  was 
purchased,  her  brushes,  pencils,  parnt,  and 
other  materials;  and,  gratified  with  sanguine 
hope  of  success,  she  returned  home,  and 
instantly  began  her  work  :  pleased  with 
her  progress,  she  scarcely  allowed  herself 
any  cessation,  until  one  was  complete.  She 
then  recollected  her  knowledge  of  Chineal 
embroidery,  which,  as  it  happened  to  beat 
that  moment  fashionable,  and  the  birth-day 
not  very  distant,  she  varied  her  employ- 
ment by  beginning  some  trimmings  for  the 
occasion,  beautiful  in  design,  and  at  length 
neatly  and  tastefully  executed.  Three  weeks 
of  indefatigable  industry  rewarded  her  la- 
bours, by  theshewy  exhibition  she  was  now 
c  6  able 
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sble  to  make ;  and,  taking  ?,  specimen  of 
each  kind  oT  her  work,  which  she  hung 
over  her  arm  in  a  7idicuh,set  out  on  foot  for 
a  shop  where  she  had  seen  some  of  those 
articles  for  sale  ;  and  as  she  knew  the  wife 
of  the  man  was  employed  by  a  court-dress 
maker,  she  hoped  to  obtain  a  purchaser  for 
the    other.     The    clouds    threatened    rain 

hen  she  left  home;  but  ere  she  arrived,  it 
negan  to  fall  ;  and  by  the  time  she  reached 
The  shop,  it  poured  in  torrents;  nearly  wet 
throui^h,  she  yet  consoled  herself  with  in- 
sured succecs.  Her  specimens  were  ap- 
proved;  the  doll  was  beautiful;  the  Chi- 
neal  prettily  fancied,  and  well  finished;  and 
a  bargain  was  soon  made,  if  the  whole  an- 
swered to  the  samples  given.  Our  new 
workwoman  had  found  the  materials  very 
expensive,  and  the  devotion   of  her  whole 

nie  and  attention  she  thoiight  had  not 
been  sufficiently  considered ;  but  she  was 

r;  essitous,  p.nd  her  poverty  consented. 

Drenched  with  rain,  weary,  and  not  ^i:ite  , 

.-!!,  she    retired   to  bed,  and   spent   the 
:>  greater 


THE  INnABITAKTS  OP  EARTH.  37 

j^reater  part  of  a  long  and  tedious  niglit 
in  painfiil  retrospect.  The  dawn  of  morn- 
ing was  now  her  signal  for  quitting  her 
pillow  ;  and  having  taken  her  solitary 
breakfast,  she  proceeded  to  put  on  her 
bonnet  and  cloak,  in  order  to  convey  the 
rest  of  her  work  to  the  purchaser;  but  on 
opening  the  closet,  where  she  had  the  day 
before  placed  the  whole,  what  were  the 
feelings  of  our  luckless  orphan,  when  she 
discovered  I'nat  the  heavy  rain,  which  had 
fallen  in  the  last  twenty- four  hours,  had 
forced  its  way  through  a  window  she  had 
carelessly  left  open,  and  that  al!  her  leather 
dolls,  and  the  whole  of  her  beautiful  Chi- 
neal  trimmings,  lay  buried  in  water!  She 
gazed  in  speechless  distress,  for,  indepen- 
dent of  the  loss  of  time  and  labour,  the 
unfortunate  girl  had  expended  the  greater 
part  of  her  small  remains  of  cash  in  the 
purchases  she  had  made  to  form  them. 

To  repine  was  folly  ;  and^  for  once,  she 
had  wiisdoai  enough  to  look  rather  to  the 
attempt  to  repair  an  evil,  produced  by  her 

accustomed 
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accustomed  thoughtless  inattention,  than 
uselessly  to  lament  it.  Experience  had 
now  taught  her  that  to  commence  her  lit- 
tle plan  of  business,  it  would  be  more  to 
her  advantao^e  to  eno^age  herself  onlv  as 
the  maker  of  whatever  they  might  employ 
her  in,  and  not  to  be  herself  at  any  ex- 
pence  for  the  materials;  she  therefore 
proceeded  as  before  intended,  although  with 
altered  plans,  to  the  shop  in  St.  James's- 
street,  where  her  first  unfortunate  traffic  of 
merchandize  was  to  have  met  a  market. 

Her  tale  of  truth  created  only  an  incre- 
dulous smile.  The  master  of  the  shop 
was,  however,  busy,  and  could  .not  then 
attend  to  her  proposals.  She  asked  per- 
mission to  call  the  next  day,  which  being 
agreed  to,  she  returned  home.  The  next 
morning  he  was,  however,  still  engaged — 
the  next,  and  the  next,  were  alike  unavail- 
ing; when,  despairing  altogether  of  ob- 
taining his  attention  to  her  proposals,  she 
was  just  quitting  it  in  despair,  and  with  a 
resolution  that,  let  what  may  happen,  she 

now 
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now  never  more  would  re-enter  it,  when 
he  called  out,  in  imperious  tone,  to  know 
whether  she  could  ?Tiake  such  kind  of  or- 
naments, and  childrens'  toys,  as  he  pointed 
out  to  her?  Florence  examined  them, 
and  answered  in  the  affirmative.  The 
agreement  was  then  struck,  and  she  thought 
it  a  far  more  liberal  one  than  she  could 
have  hoped  for;  and,  Mr.  Fr-eeman  having 
given  her  wherewith  to  commence  her  new 
employ,  she  quitted  the  shop,  and  returned 
to  her  humble  abode,  with  a  less  heavy 
heart  than  she  had   felt  for  months  past. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    III. 


Backward  I  turn,  and  when  I  view  the  past, 

As  on  a  hvid  iakt  '  I'x  my  eyes, 
GlocTiy,  but  tr.  ^-oled  by  no  dangerous  blast, 

The  -iu.i  aid  lazy  .;^.a6e  behind  me  lies: 
Before  me  sjufaos  a  drear  and  wintry  waste. 

And  deeps  unsoundtcT,  and  o'erclouded  skies. 

Blank, 

Moriificatton,  Disappointment^  atid  Alarm, 

With  thnt  part  of  the  toys  which  she  had 
completed,  Florence  prepared  to  takc^ 
them  to  the  shop  where  she  had  been  em- 
ployedj  and  obtain  the  materials  for  finish- 
ing those  which  remained  of  the  order. 
A  sort  of  latent  pride,  no  pressure  of  po- 
verty could  wholly  crush,  caused  her  to 
delay  her  walk  to  his  city  shop  in  Fleet- 
street 
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Street  until  the  c-ose-in  of  the  day,  since 
she  shrank  from  a  possible  recogrnition  of 
any  of  her  fonner  affi;! en  t  associates  in  her 
present  garb  of  humility  ;  for  adversity  had 
had  not  vet  bowed  her  mind  to  sustain 
those  mortifications  which  exist  but  in  the 
glass  in  which  they  are  viev*ed,  and  would 
otherwise  reflect  solely  on  those  unfeeling 
hearts  that  could  bestow  the  passing  smile 
of  derision,  or  callous  contempt_,  on  the 
depressed  child  of  sorrow. 

As  she  reached  the  hall  door,  she  met  the 
mistress  of  her  little  lodging  just  issuing 
from  a  room  on  tl>€.^4round  floor,  in  a  dress 
which  evinced  no  errand  of  business  car- 
ried her  from  home,  for  she  beheld  her 
decked  in  all  her  Sunday  finery,  and  in 
buoyant  spirits,  and  good  humour,  having, 
after  a  Drtle  domestic  altercation,  subdued 
the  inclination  of  her  more  quiet  and  pjod- 
ding  heljimare,  as  not  only  to  allow  the 
dissipation  of  iicr  attendance  at  a  ball  and 
rout  given  by  ^!rs.  Tag,  a  shoemaker's 
wife,  near  Temple  bar,  but  to  accompany 

her 
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her  himself.  So  sweet] v  were  all  her  fcei- 
fngs  harmoiiized  by  this  eventi.al  concur- 
rence of  her  husband,  that  Mrs.  Benson 
became  civil,  if  not  kind  in  her  expres- 
sions even  to  her  ])oor  lodger^  and,  with 
exTreme  condescension,  inquired  whither 
she  was  going,  ofifering  to  set  her  down,  if 
their  road  lay  in  the  same  direction,  by 
giving  her  a  lift  in  her  carriage,  which  was 
added  with  an  air  of  consequence,  that 
evinced  the  importance  she  attached  to 
even  that  convenient  vehicle,  a  hackney- 
conch. 

The  toy-shop  happened  to  be  within  a^ 
few  doors  of  the  route  of  the  tradesman's 
wife;  and  Florence,  with  a  sigh  and  flushed 
cheek,  which  evidenced  the  irrepressible 
struggle  between  pride  and  existing  cir- 
cumstance, accepted,  with  thanks,  the  offer 
of  conveyance. 

"  But  now,"  said   Mrs.  Benson,  as  Miss 
Vincent  took  her  seat,  "  now  I  thinks  of  it, 
coachee  will  make  us  pay  an  extraordinary 
sixpence  for  stopping,  and  so  you  had  bet- 
ter 
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tcr  get  out  with  us  and  walk  on  to  the  shop 
afterwards,  unless  you  likes  to  pay  the  odd 
money  yourself,  and  then  I  won't  mind  a 
few  minutes  lost  time  to  obliixe  vou.  Miss." 

With  that  impetuosity  so  natural  to  Flo- 
rence, when  aroused  by  real,  or  fancied  in- 
dignity, or,  at  all  events,  of  what,  to  her 
delicate  and  refined  feelings,  appeared  so, 
although  far  from  being  conceived  such  by 
the  plain  and  uninformed  Mrs.  Benson, 
Florence,  the  unhappy  inconsiderate  sport 
of  capricious  fortune,  uttered  a  half- pro- 
nounced profession  of  her  intention  to  de- 
fray the  fare  from  her  own  purse  :  this  was 
eagerly  grasped  at  by  her  penurious  host. 

"  Ah,  Miss,  and  so  you  shall ;  and  that 
Avill  put  all  matters  to  rights  ;  and  so  an- 
other time  we  will  give  you  a  ride  without 
fee  or  reward,  and  we  shall  be  squares  again, 
for  one  good  turn  always  deserves  another, 
says  I.  And  so,  d'ye  hear,  master, "added  he, 
thrusting  his  head  through  a  side  window, 
*'  set  us  down  at  the  three  magpies  in  Fleet- 
street, 
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Street,  for  our  Miss,    here,  goes   on   a   bit 

Florence  bowed  assent,  with  an  air  that 
partook  more  of  the  imperiousness  of  her 
former  self,  than  was  suited  to  that  sphere 
in  which  poverty  now  enrolled  her. 

*'  Latk-a-daisy  me  !  only  see  how  fine 
Miss  bows  to  you,  deary,"  cried  Mrs.  Ben- 
son, as  she  pulled  her  husband  by  the  sleeve, 
to  draw  his  attention  within  the  coach; 
and  then  abruptly  turning  to  the  compa- 
nion who  sat  by  her  side,  continued — ''  I'se 
sure  your  father  mui^^  have  been  a  dancing- 
jr.aster — now  bant  I  right  ?  Aye,  I  knows 
what's  what  !'  mi*^taking  the  silence  of  Flo- 
rence for  a  confirmation  of  her  inference. 
*'  And  so  he  hr^s  taught  yoa  all  the  fandaft- 
g^;s,  and  whirligigs,  and  whim-jvhamsof  his 
dancing  trade.  Weil,  'tis  a  lucky  thing  for 
you,  mayhap,  that  he  was  a  fiddle-scraper; 
for  a  thought  has  just  popl  into  my  head 
to  serve  you,  which  will  be  uetter  than 
\vhat  you  was  going  at  in  the  way  of  work 

to 
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to  get  your  bread.     I  did  think,   a'ter  the 
rout  was  over,  to  speak  to  Mr.  Tag  to  let 
you  have  some  of  his  shoe-binding  to  do, 
to  keep  your  head  above  water.  But  I  have 
now  thought  of  a  cleverer  and  genteeler 
thing  to  do  you  service,  as  you  looks  now 
but  punv  and  poorly,  as  a   body  may  say, 
with  sitting  all  day  long  making  them  gim- 
cracks  you  have  got  in  your  hand  ;  so  I've 
a  mind  to   get  vou   some  scholai-s  of  our 
nei<rhbours  for  vou  to  teach  to  dance,  and 
I  dares  to  say  you  will  get  a  better  stomach 
for  your  victuals  by  jigging  about  with  the 
young    things:     there    now,    there's    Mrs. 
Griggins  the  tallov/chandler,  near  the  new 
church,  who  says   her  little    monkies  have 
got  such  a  turn  for  hopping  upon  one  leg, 
and  then   upon    t'other,    that   if  they  had 
justice  done  'em,   they  would   do    for   the 
grand    what-ye-call-'ems     at    Astley's,    by 
Blackfriars  Bridge  ;  and  yet  her  stingy  hus- 
band won't  let   'em  learn  at  the  young  la- 
dies' and  gentlemens'   'cademy  in   Water- 
lane,  tho*  it  is  hard  by;  but  he  says  they 

ask 
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ask  a  Bond-Street  price;  however,  if  you 
will  do  it  cheap,  I  dares  to  say  she  wauld 
pay  for  it  herself,  for  she  has  always  the 
perquisite  of  the  kitchen-stuflT  for  pocket- 
money  ;  r.nd  if  you  take  my  advice,  and  will 
be  but  reasonable  in  your  char^je,  I  have 
got  one  or  two  more  in  my  eye  ;  and  then 
as  I  take  all  this  trouble  out  of  pure  com- 
passion to  you,  why  you  may  teach  my 
little  Sam  for  nothing  ;  and  what's  more, 
I  can  give  you  a  pair  of  nice  kid  shoes  of 
poor  Betsey  Watkins  who  died  in  your 
very  room,  j^ist  afore  you  corned  to  us,  for 
I  do  think  you  are  an  honest  sober  kind  of 
a  body,  and  desarves  to  be  encouraged, 
and  moreover  because  I  sees  no  followers, 
which,  from  your  pretty  face,  1  was  afeard 
of  at  first/' 

*'  Well,  well,*'  interrupted  the  hitherto- 
silent  husband,  *'  to  my  thinking  that  will 
do  better,  for  Miss  looks  fitterer  for  that 
there  nonsense,  and  for  chopping  up  gold 
paper  all  over  the  9oor  as  she  does^  with- 
out mercy,  than  for  work  like  Betsey  Wat- 
kins, 
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."kins,  who  used  to  take  her  pleasure,  besides 
treating  you  and  I,  wife,  to  a  tea-garden 
at  Camden-town  in  the  summer,  aye,  and 
payed  for  our  riding  a-top  of  the  stage  too 
on  a  Sunday  ;  and  yet  she  always  sent  us 
our  money  honestly,  and  like  a  lady  as  she 
was,  every  week,  as  sure  as  the  Saturday 
night  came,  and  bought  herself  a  new  ca- 
lico gown  every  quarter;  and  yet  she  never 
worked  half  as  much  as  you,  Miss,  for  all 
I  could  ever  see,  for  you  spent  three  whole 
da^'s  clipping  paper,  to  cover  over  little 
boxes  that  woii't  stand  a  shower  of  rain 
a'ter  all." 

Florence  had,  during  this  dialogue, 
thrown  herself  back  in  the  carriage,  where 
darkness  had  veiled  her  countenance  from 
the  observation  of  the  Bensons,  until  a 
violent  sob  escaped  her. 

**  Lack-a-daisy  !  why  vou  b'ant  crying. 
Miss,  be  ye  ?"  screamed  Mrs.  Benson,  in 
utter  dismay.  "  V/hy,  Lord,  whals  the 
matter  now  ?  Cheer  u^,  and  mind  what 
I  say — I  don't  like,   not    I,   to  see   people 

moping 
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moping  when  I  am  so  happy;  so  I'll  tell 
you  some'at  to  comfort  you,  though  Will 
charged  me  to  say  nothing  about  it  for 
a  day  or  two. — And  do  you  know/'  she 
added,  drawing  near  her  with  an  air  so  elate 
as  to  evince  the  importance  she  attached  to 
the  discovery,  "  do  you  know  you  have 
got  a  sweetheart  ?  aye,  as  sure  as  you  be 
alive — you  may  tremble,  and  be  in  a  flus- 
tration,  for  I  likes  to  see  a  girl  modest 
upon  such  occasions;  but  Willy  Simpson, 
whose  father  isjust  dead,  and  let  his  son  step 
into  his  shoes  fn  the  butter  and  cheese  con- 
cern opposite  to  us,  as  I  was  a  saying,  why 
he  has  cast  a  sheep's  eye  at  you,  and  so 
I've  promised  him  to  let  you  sometimes 
take  a  cup  of  tea  with  me  in  my  back  par- 
lour^ when  the  'prentices  be  gone  a'  nights, 
and  he  may  drop  in,  and  so  you  may  be- 
gin to  keep  company,  and  the  like  of  that; 
and  then,  if  you  play  your  cards  cleverly, 
why  you  may  catch  him  out  and  out." 

**  Heavens  i  my  dear  madam,"  cried  the 
now  almost-suffocated  Florence,  "  you  have 

not 
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Tiot  the  desire — you  surely  cannot  cruelly 
mean  to  insult  my  misery  ?*' 

*'  Lord  love  the  poor  girl  !"  resumed 
Mrs.  Benson,  with  a  loud  laugh,  *'  why 
what  a  little  fool  you  be  \  you  don't  be- 
lieve I  would  encourage  Willy  Simpson,  if 
I  thought  he'd  bring  you  to  misery  ?  no, 
no,  Willy  is  a  gentleman,  and  will  behave 
like  one;  and  I  dares  to  say,  with  a  little 
of  my  management,  would  take  you  to 
chiiFch  in  a  lawful  way,  for  he  has  as  good  as 
told  me  so;  for  he  said,  says  h^^  '  If  she  had 
but  a  little  money^  I  would  think  about  her 
for  a  wife,  for  she  has  blue  eyes,  and  that's 
just  my  taste;'  now  you  know  that's  great 
cncouragem.ent  for  a  poor  child  like  you.'^ 

The  coach  stopping  at  this  moment  at 
the  door  of  Mr.  Tag,  interrupted  the  fur- 
ther detail  prepared  by  Mrs.  "Benson,  who 
now  busied  herself  in  unpinning  her  gown, 

hich  had  been  carefully  turned  up,  to  avoid 
ihe  possibility  of  being  soiled;  and,  having 
drawn  on  her  gloves,  which  had  hitherto 
remained   in  her  pocket  from  a  similar  np- 

^OL.  III.  D  prehensii^n. 


Bp  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  EARTH. 

prehension,  they  stept  out  to  join  their 
party,  and  left  our  heroine  in  a  flood  of 
tears,  whose  bitterness  can  alone  be  feh  by 
those  who  have  experienced  the  cruel 
struggles  between  the  mortification  of  hum- 
bled pride,  a  full  sense  of  native  superi- 
ority, and  the  conviction  of  extreme  folly, 
by  an  indulgence  of  that  acuteness  of  sen- 
sibility which  had  caused  those  feelings  to 
be  called  into  action. 

Wholly  occupied  in  these  painful  re- 
flections, which  were  perhaps  the  unavoid- 
able result  of  retrospection  and  present  cir- 
cumstances, arranged  in  contradistinction, 
our  heroine  was  even  yet  regardless  of  that 
economy  so  necessary  ;  while  Mrs.  Benson, 
in  the  zenith  of  her  gaiety,  recollected  in 
tiiTie  to  retain  in  her  pocket,  by  manoeuvre, 
the  extra  sixpence  which  she  anticipated 
would  be  demanded  for  her  proffered  ac- 
commodation to  her  lodger,  who  was  so  far 
from  profiting  by  her  example,  that  she,  with- 
out hesitation,  ordered  her  guide  of  the  whip, 
to  proceed  to  the  toy-repository  in  Fleet- 
street, 
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Street,  which  was  her  original  destination; 
but  on  her  arrival  she  received,  what  was, 
under  her  circumstances,  a  shock  of  disap- 
pointment, in  being  told  that  Mr.  Freeman 
was  at  his  other  repository  at  the  west  end 
of  the  town,  as  he  never  returned  to  that 
in  Fleet-street  after  dinner. 

Florence  only  thought  of  the  necessity 
which  urged  her  seeing  him,  to  obtain 
more  work,  to  raise  an -immediate  supply  of 
money  ;  but  feeling  herself  really  ill,  and 
now^  exhausted  by  mental  sufiering,  she 
dared  not  attempt  to  walk  to  St.  James's- 
street;  and  wholly  unaccustomed  to  hack- 
ney-coaches, she  did  not  consider  that  the 
fare  of  that  she  was  now  in  would  more 
than  sweep  away  her  most  industrious  la- 
bour for  many  days  to  come. 

The  coachman  directed  his  horses  by  n 
circuitous  route  ;  but  Florence  remarked 
not  the  unfrequented  and  narrow  lanes 
Ihroiigh  which  he  drove,  to  avoid  taking 
the  more  immediate  road ;  and  at  lenorth 
brought  her  out  at  the  further  end  of  St. 

mjjgRSirr  Of  llUHu 
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James's  Street ;  but-  here  loud  xlamoiir  anS 
noisy  acclamations  banished,  with  electric: 
force,  that  stupor  which,  within  the  last 
half  hour,  had  succeeded  to  those  painful 
emotions  she  had  experienced  from  the 
well-meant,  but  ill-timed  offers  of  the  vul- 
gar Mrs.  Benson.  She  was  soon  aware  that 
the  tumult  she  now  heard  was  more  imme- 
diately in  Piccadilly,  as  the  sounds  were 
evidently  from  that  quarter;  but  her  mind 
w^as  at  this  moment  too  listless  and  wretched 
to  feel  either  interest  or  curiosity  from 
foreign  cause ;  no  inquiry  was,  therefore, 
made  into  the  source  of  this  seeming  riot  ; 
nor  did  she  indeed,  after 'the  iirst  surprise, 
deem  it  more  than  a  passing  aflray. 

It  was  perfectly  dark  when  the  carriage 
arrived  at  its  destination  ;  but  the  answer 
that  Mr.  -Freenian  was  at  home,  and  to  be 
spoken  with,  instantly  animated  her;  and, 
relying  upon  her  ability  to  walk  back,  she 
descended  from  the  coach,  having  previ-, 
ously  taken  out  her  purse,  and  paid  the 
driver  of  it  his  demand,  with  a  careless- 
ness 
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:i ess  but  too  natural  ^--O  bfeV,  aiVd  whit  h  iia- 
blt  had  conlirmed.  '         '         ' 

Having  entered  the  shop,  the  liftle  toys* 
and  fanfci'  boxbs-  were  presented  fitiished. 
Mr.  Freenr^a'n,  after  examinatioii,  pronoun- 
ced them  to  be  toler^fily' executed  ;  and 
ddsired  h(^r  to  bring  the  others,  v;hen  he 
would  pav  her,  as  agreed  upon,  for  them 
aftbgether.  Mis^  Vincent  then  requested 
he  MrduKd,  as  b'efore,"sijpply  h^r  With  mate- 
rials, if  he  wished  fJr  rnore/  a^  ihe  had  ex- 
hausted all  in  her  posscs'sibn. 

*•' No.  materFals  remaining!"  exclaimed 
her  astorfjshed  employer;  *'  why  Igavt 
vou  Trtorethan  enough  for  complctiri^'thb 
^vhofelatTorWhfchl'engaged'yQu !  Come, 
come,  yourig  WOntan/  these  -tricks  wont 
pass  ;  r have  bee i1  fobbed  off  once  before 
In  this  way;  but  I  very  well  know  that  you 
ntecfnlo'-fiiake  a  Aoublfe  riiarker  of  tne,  liiik 
of  the  materiais"tt)J/  Wi  ih\k  is  too  bafe'- 
faceH'a'dieception."  '  "  *5.frc3  •  I.  3 

'-'  Dec(?ptiorn^r' cried  the  trertiblihgTrd- 

rcnce/.half^errillecl  and'  half  irrrtated  by 

D  3  the 


54  THE  IXHARITANTS  OF 

the  boisterous  manner  of  her  accwser ;  '^  I 
have  practised  no  deceplion  ;  nor  do  I  un- 
derstand wiiy  I  am  thus  insulted  !  I  have 
cut  and  contrived  the  mat£riaJs.^o  .as,  with 
difficullVj  to  finish  even  tho^q^,  fii:licles  I 
have  brought  home-- — "         .    ,,,      .    • 

"  Cut  and  contrived  indeed  !*V  inter- 
rupted her  noisy  employer;  "  w^hy  you 
have  cut  it  up  rather  too  much,  I, think; 
and  as  to  contrivance,,  it  , is- tlie  wiorst;  for 
my  pocket  I  ever  met  vvitk;; and  I  gm  sure 
here  has  been  vvaste  enough/'  he  Ad^ecl, 
turning  the  moveable  and  metamorphiscal 
figures  around,  'V  so  much  pap-er  lost  .op 
every  side  in  jth^fiturnii^g.injio  ,V*^jelI,,^ 
must  say  .  y.oii  c-ar^  ft^ie  most -,  ejX^t.r^vagan,t 
^workwoman  I  ever  \,^i^^Xo,do  mth,!"._,jr.   -, 

'"  There  now,  is  it:rrpt.  just  as  jsaid  ?'' 
.exclaimed  thi?  shrill  voice  of  his  little  ske.- 
leton  wif^^^f;,.4^it|r^;t,,J  say  she,\v?S,,no 
better  than  sfie;  sUp-uld  be  ?  and  th^t  she 
only  came  after  the  gentlernen  that  lounge 
here  at  our  repository  in  a. morning  ?  for 
\y  hat  does  she  care  about  economy?  and 

this 


THE  INHABITANTS  OF   KARTM  v/Cf 

Ihis  is  a  proof  of  it ;  for  I  never  knew  one 
f)f  your  handsome  flaunting  madams  tiiat 
was  not  wasteful  and  extravagant ;  so  pay 
her  the  money,  and  have  nothing  more  \o 
do  with  such  a  pert,  saucy,  wasteful  bag- 
gage !" 

"  Pav  her  tlie  money  indeed  !"  cried  the 
man  ;  ''  why  I  shall  lose  enough  by  her  as  it 
is;  for  if  I  only  reckon  the  gold,  and  the 
Morocco  paper  she  has  destroyed,  or  kept, 
they  are  worth  more  than  all  her  work  put 
together;  and  so,  young  woman,  if  you 
have  a  mind  to  bring  me  them  back,  I  will 
pay  you  for  tliese  here,  though  I  never 
can  employ  you  again." 

''  Indeed,  indeed  !"  exclaimed  Florence^ 
whom  the  recollection  of  bitter  distress 
had  reduced  to  some  command  of  temper* 
"  the  last  morsel  of  both  paper  and  gold 
were  spent  upon  this  netting-box/' 

But    vain   was    all    expostulation ;  poor 

Florence  was  at  first  unbclieved,  soon   un- 

auended  to,  her  work  was  unpaid,  and,   in 

a  fit  q[  almost  despair,  she  quitted  the  shop. 

D  4  It 
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It  was  a  dull,  damp  evening;  there  was 
a    general    moisture   in    the     atmosphere, 
more  chilling  even  than    actual  rain  ;   the 
frame  of  Florence  shuddered  beneath  the 
unusual  exposure^   the  tears  fell   cold  on 
her  yet-colder  cheek ;  her  step  was  slow,  and 
almost  lifeless;  no  passing  sound  vibrated 
on  her  ear;  all  sense  seemed   confined  to 
her  heart;  that  was  not  mute,  its  fevered 
pulse    beat    high,     and    every    throb    was 
fraught  with  rni;uish;   her  eves  were  bent 
on  the  pavement,  nor  heeded   the  passing 
pedestrians,    unconscious   that   she   moved 
each  pace  nearer  to   Piccadilly,   until   she 
felt   incommoded  by  increasing   numbers, 
pnd  that  she  was  suddenly  jostled  into  the 
middle    of  the    street.     The    crowd    now 
pressed    thickly   around    her;    the   throng 
momentarily  gained  addition ;  and  loud  and 
vociferous  exclamations,  in  every  direction, 
burst  on  her  ear,  with  the  mingled  sounds 
of  "  Freedom  of  Flection  !   Parliamentary 
Reform  !    Clifford  !   Liberty  I   and  Burdett 
for  ever  1"     Still  did  the  partizans  of  the 

popular 
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popular  h^ro:  bP  the  throng  nisfh  like  a 
torrent  towards  his  hoirse^  for  it  was  on  that 
rnemorable  night  when  the  public  view  was 
jdi reeled;  to,  the.  probabte  removal  to  the 
TbU*^.  bf  ihe  .tenb  porary  gocL  of  -  their  id  ol- 
atrvorf  s^ori)  lo  iH^ii   ol:  dji^'v^    -fn  . 

'  -A^  party-  ©rdra<rDbtts  n cm  appeared  under 
arms,  called  out  from  apprehension  of  se- 
rious riot-;  the. inflamed  rhinds  of  the  mul- 
tittldB^w^»^e'lIO^^  wrought  to  .'desperation; 
thefi  weraeassailediwith  alarming:  weapons  ; 
the  name- of:. :f*  rBdROflTt'/  sounded  on  her 
ears  in  every  direction ;  the'  mob  pressed 
forwards,  3nd  Florence,  unable  to  resist 
the  pressure^' waicarrred"  on  unresistingly, 
until  a  Kudden-apeiiing, of. that; body  of  the 
idrovvd  by  which' ^bes.tv a*  inclosed  induced 
her  to  attempt  escape;  bat  fiatial  was  the 
endeavour;  she  fell  beneath  the  feet  of  one 
of  the  horses;  the  dragoon  dared  not  stop 
to  aid  her,  even  if  inclination  had  favoured 
the  appeal  of  humanity  ;  and  she  must  in- 
evitably have  been  trampled  to  death  by 
the  mob,  if  a  man  liad  not  at  this  moment, 

;/•  li'J  D  d  at 
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at  ihd  imminent'iiizardioF  hisiiife.i  caughf 
her  in  his  anrta,  withan  ^Kpi*ession  of  ter- 
ror, which  was' converted  into  far  greater 
indications  o(^  horror,  distress/and^  agon\v 
as  he  gazed  jon  the  face  of  her  he  held  in 
his  arms,  which  the  light  of  those  houses 
theiTiOb  bad;  compelled  to  illuminate  fiilly 
repealed  to  h in*,.' .;  r. 

Florence  fixed  her  eyes,  in  speechless 
dread,  a  kind  of  conTulsed  alarm,  on  the 
feat ures.of  him  who  bore  herr  aavay/ froaai 
the  scene  of  danger^  her  sen^swet'e  inir 
perfect  ;  still  his  voice  appeared  to  agitate 
her  whole  frame ;  and  a  vague  uncertain 
impression,  that  it  ^was  Hara.ee  Bentincik 
who  supported  h<er,  took  possession  of  her 
wild  and  1:)ewildered  faculties,  ere/they  fell 
Into  complete  extinction. 


;r-  i    -■    m 
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CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

•'  FJow  faint  is  language  justly  to  impart 

The  mix'd  sensations  which  pervade  my  bean  J 

The  irritated  mir.d  by  sorrow  worn. 

By  pain  corroded,  and  by  anguish  torn. 

Seeks  to  repo  c  the  weight  on  Friendship's  breast. 

And  steal  from  sympathy  a  transient  rest." 

Man  as  he  is,  and  Man  as  he  may  he. 

Upon  recovering  recollection.  Miss  Vin- 
cent beheld  herself  resting  on  a  sofa,  in  arr 
ex^tensive  and  well-furnished  apartment, 
while  two  women  were  bending  over  her 
with  restoratives.  The  idea  of  her  having 
been  succoured  by  Bentinck  still  pursue<i 
her;  she  turned  her  eyes  around,  with  a 
D  G  lingering 
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lingering  hope,  to  be  ascertained  of  the 
half-realized  impression  ;  but  as  she  did 
so,  some  one  precipitately  retreated  fronv 
the  back  of  her  seat,  and  she  just  glimpsed 
the  shadow  of  a  man,  as  he  abruptly  disap- 
peared through  a  door  behind  her.  An 
exclamation,  truly  involuntary,  a  sponta- 
neous effusion  of  ungoverned  feeling,  burst 
from  her  lips  to* stay  his  flight ;  the  effort, 
the  sudden  emotion,  was  more  than  her 
half-recruited  strength  could  support :  agairr 
her  senses  sunk  in  trem.bling  debility;  .yet 
still  she  looked  towards  the  door  through 
which  he  had  disappeared;  and  her  coun- 
tenance so  eloquently  spoke  her  distress,^ 
trhat  one  of  the  females  near  her  hesitated 
not  to  follow  him,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying the  conjectured  information  of  the 
anxiety  of  the  invalid  for  his  return. 

The  inquiry  visible  on  the  countenance 
of  Florence  on  her  re-entrance,  was  again 
intelligible. 

..   ."  The  gentleman  is  gone  for  a  carriage, 
»:  madam. 
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madam,  and  promises  to  return  in  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  with  one  to  convey  you 
home/' 

*'  Where  then  am  I  ?"  exclaimed  the  agi^ 
tated  girl. 

*'  At  the  Gloucester  coffee-house/'  was 
the  laconic  reply. 

■''  A  coffee-house  !  and   by  whom   was  1 
brought  here  ?"  she  tremblingly  rejoined. 

''  You  certainly,  madam,  are  not  yet  re- 
covered, or  you  would,  undoubtedly,  not 
ask  that  question,"  replied  one  of  the  wo- 
men. *'  Pray  take  a  little  more  of  this  sal- 
volatile.  The  person  who  brought  you  here 
must  be  some  very  dear  friend,  with  whom 
vou  are  well  acquainted,  for  I  am  sure  his 
distress  at  your  situation  was  very  violent ; 
but  as  to  my  informing  vou  who  he  is,  why 
that  is  pretty  well  out  of  the  question 
for  we  have  too  many  as  elegant  and  hand- 
some gentlemen  as  he  is,  who  frequent 
our  house  everv  dav,  to  render  the  sisjht  of 
this  one  a  matter  of  such  consequence  to 
us.'* 

The 
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The  manner  of  the  speaker  gave  weight 
to  her  words  ;  and  it  was  evident  no  favour- 
able impression  of  the  invalid  had  found 
entrance  in  her  mind. 

The  apprehensions  of  poor  Florence 
heightened,  as  she  now  knew  herself  to  be 
in  a  cofTee-honse,  doubtless  frequented  by 
gav,  fashionable,  and  dissipated  young 
men.  The  faint  pulses  of  her  heart  quick- 
ened, as  she  harboured  a  cruel  idea,  that 
he  who,  as  an  honourable  lover,  she  had 
treated  with  such  unlicensed  tyranny,  and 
disingenuous  coquetry,  had  now,  perhaps^ 
imbibed  the  harrowing  thought,  that  po- 
verty, subduing  the  pride  and  arrogance  of 
her  character,  might  throw  her  into  his 
arms,  the  victim  of  venal  love. 

A  cansciousness  that  she  neither  de- 
served kindness,  respect,  nor  even  esteem 
from  him,  strengthened  this  horrid  impres- 
sion, to  svhich  the  timidity  of  nerves,  so 
recently  debilitated  by  illness  and  terror, 
united  with  the  oblique  recently  uttered 
by  the  woman  who  had  assisted  her^  had 

given 
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given  origin;  and  she  now  felt  only  anx- 
ious to  quit  the  house  before  his  return  ; 
she  therefore  took  out  her  purse  to  offer 
compensation  for  the  aid  which  had  been 
iifforded  her,  and  requested  to  have  a  car- 
riage immediately  called. 
'[>JVhe  purse  was  safe,  but  alas  !  its  con- 
tents were  not  equal  to  what  our  poor  he- 
roine expected.;  for  on  defraying  ihe  fare 
xtf  the  last  coach,  instead  of  a  shilling,  she 
had  accideiTtallv  grvcn,  among  the  silver, 
the  only  guinea  she  possessed  on  earth  ; 
and  with  tenfold  cause  for  real  anguish  at 
the  discovery  of  her  own  carelessness  and 
inattention,  as  they  had  been  productive  of 
a  mistake  pregnant  with  consequences  so 
serious  to  her,  nor  had  she  now  even  the 
trifling  means  to  discharge,  as  she  wished^, 
the  debt  so  recently  incurredi 

Lost  in  the  most  painful  rumination,  she 
sat  for  some  minutes  unable  to  move;  but 
after  the  lapse  of  some  litlle  time,  during 
which  she.  had  been  left  entirely  alone,  a 
waiter  entered,  and  placed  a  chair,  as  he 
o  was 
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was    followed    up   the   stairs  by  a   gentfev 
man. 

The  strength  of  Florence  seemed  in  a 
moment  electrically  marshalled  to  her  aid, 
as  she  started  from  her  seat,  to  absent  her- 
self, she  knew  not  whither;  but  the  at^ 
tempt  was  unavailing — the  dreaded  visi- 
tor was  already  before  her ;  yet  she  saw  no 
more  than  the  general  outline  of  his  figure, 
for  objects  swam  before;  her  sight;'  she 
stretched  out  her  hand  to  gi^asp  the  arm  of 
the  sofa  for  suppor^lgbut  heinterceptod  th^ 
attempt,  as  his  arms  invelimtarily-afirorched 
that  assistance  she  'needed,  and  ^her  ihead, 
from  debility,  sunk  upon  Hisshoulder; 'nor 
had  she  even  courage'  to  rijisejier  eyes,  to 
those  of  the  injured;  -ilhtr^ated.  iover  of 
those  imperious  daysf  xi'hen  AfBuencewas^ 
the  nurse  of.  all  her  follies.  No  lipfe 
ptfssed  her  pallid  cheeky  no  expresaioa  of 
love  issued  frarn  her  supporter;  but'  tvfe 
arm  trembled  as  it  encircled  her^^aist ;;  and 
a  sigh,  deep  and  mourtiful^  alone  broke  thfe 
•noiseless^ .silence,  iiQln^  'i:).i:\'f 

^.  Gently- 
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Gently  the  stranger  raised  her  drooping 
head;  and  tones  of  wc'-  known  interot 
struck  on  the  ear  of  the  agitated  girl  :  she 
started ;  her  eves,  hy  quick  involuntary 
impulse,  turned  on  tlie  speaker  ;  and  she 
beheld,  not  the  ol)jecr  of  her  former  co- 
quetry, but  the  being  of  whose  good  opi- 
nion she  had  been  most  jealous,  even  in 
her  vainest  hours,  Leslie,  the  amiable,  the 
estimable  Leslie,  whose  countenance  teem- 
ed with  benevolence,  interest,  and  affec- 
tion; but  not  that  affection  which,  glowing 
with  the  ardency  of  impassioned  love,  over- 
powers the  fallen  and  depressed  female, 
who  feels  herself  dependent  on  the  honour 
of  her  preserver,  but  that  chastened  and 
refined  affection,  which  unites  in  itself  all 
the  nobler  sentiments  of  humanity  ;  and 
Florence,  who,  at  this  moment  of  embar- 
rassment, would  have  shrank  with  alarm 
and  apprehension  from  encountering  the 
passionate  and  ever-ungoverned  Bentinck, 
experienced  at  this  interview  how  insepa- 
rable confidence   is  from  gratitude,  when 

due 
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cUie  to  one  whose  chcsrarter  had  ever  drawn 
forth  esteem  and  respect. 

No  conviilsive  sob  heaved  the  bosorii  of 
the  iinfortimate  girl ;  yet  her  tears  fjowed; 
the  surprise,  if  not  the  disappointment,  was 
great;  for,  in  love^  the  heart  often  wishes 
what  it  fears. 

Anxious  to  learn  the  n^.eans  of  relievinof 
the  sufferings  of  the  orphan,  the  voice  and 
manner  of  lord  Leslie  vet  evinced  that 
apprehension  of  wounding  her  feelings, 
which  proved  the  delicacy  and  generosity 
of  his  own.  The  desperate  state  of  Mr, 
Vincent's  affairs  had  not  been  unknown  to 
his  iordbhip ;  manv  months  before  his 
death,  he  had  been  made  acquainted  with  it 
from  accidental  circumstance,  unnecessary 
here  to  recount ;  and  it  was  this  knowledge 
that  induced  him  to  urge  the  immediate 
election  of  Florence  in  favour  of  major 
Bentinck  :  he  was  too  penetrating  an  ob- 
server of  the  human  heart,  not  to  perceive 
her  genuine  attachment  for  his  fiiend  ;  but 
the  jealous  disposition  of  Horace  con- 
vinced 
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vinced  him,  that  if  the  poverty  of  Florence 
were  diiiplaved,  and  he  believed  himself 
accepted  as  a  mere  convenience,  domestic 
doubt,  and  suspicion,  terminating  in  end- 
less misery,  would  be  the  result. 

At  the  period  of  Mr.  Vincents  death,  ids 
iordship  was  making  a  desultory  tour  in 
the  north;  nor  heard  of  that  event,  until 
after  the  removal  of  his  daughter  to  her 
obscure  lod^insc  with  the  Bensons.  In  vain 
had  he  sought  to  discover  her  new  resi- 
dence,  and  yet  indefatigable  had  been  the 
endeavour;  for  Leslie  took  an  interest  in 
all  that  concerned  poor  Florence,  which 
he  had  assured  himself  had  arisen  from  the 
first  viewing  her  as  the  object  nearest  con- 
nected with  the  happiness  of  his  friend, 
since  he  had  been  the  confidential  associate 
of  major  Bentinck,  and  knew  all  the  mad 
idolatry  of  his  love  for  Miss  Vincent :  but 
Horace,  like  a  very  lover,  after  having  fully 
determined  that  the  future  miserv  or  teli- 
citv  of  his  life  rested  on  her  becoming;  his 
svife,  taxed  the   friendship  of  lord   Leslie, 

to 
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to  ann]i7,e  her  (  harnrtpr,  form  hisjil(!grfiynr 
thereon,  and  bestow  hisativice  on  the  brct{- 
sion;  by  which  he  proressed  his  in'tehtifiVi 
to  be  regulated.  Feixlir-ai'id  was,'  indeed, 
no  siiperfirial  obser\er;'he  saw/\vith  tlife 
piercing  vision  of  irnpahraf^scriitiny,' thnf, 
as  the  apparent  idol  of  wealth,  sui^rounded 
by  female  sycophants,  and  male  admirers, 
Florence  would  never  become  a  domestic 
being,  nor  a  husband's  lo\e  constitute  the 
summit  of  her  wishes  and  desires-;  t^t 
he  knew  sufficient  of  the  character  of  BeVi*- 
tinck,  to  be  also  convinced  that  his  jealoti^ 
and  suspicious  temper  would  revolt  at  the 
idea  of 'accepting^  ill  adversit-V-,  the  \\''o mart 
^vho  had  insolently  discarded ''him  in  the 
prosperous  h^.lcyon  jdays  of  affluence;  y^t 
was  it  in  adversity  alone  that  the  vanity  of 
this  capricious  girl  could  meet  its  final 
overthrow;  it  was  in  adversity  that  Flo- 
rence could  learn  coquetry  were  impcvterif. 
This  erring  young  v.'omah  must  pa^s'  a 
cruel,  a  fiery  ordeal,  ere  yet  she  could  be- 
come-purified  from  those  faults  and  foible^ 

that 
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-ihat  .c;^0w4etl  round  her  heart;  but  her. 
virtues,  divested  of  the  incumbrance,  might 
eventually  rellect  distinction  and  honour 
on  the  female  character. 

Reasons,  however,  such  as  these,  were 
powerless  of  effect  on  the  passioiiate,  irra- 
tional Horace,  had  the  attempt  been  made; 
-and,  indeed,  ere  he  became  his  confidant, 
Leslie  beheld  the  honour  of  his  friend  so 
deeply  involved  by  attentions,  and  invo- 
luntary professions,  that.  Ire  could  not  con-. 
ceive  him  authorized  to  withdraw  for  any 
length  of  time,  even  if  his  own  interest 
were  materially  concerned  in  delay.  And, 
having  thus  accounted  for  the  past,  we 
must  now  resume  the- present,  and  proceed; 
to  the  future. 

Florence  now  began  to  perceive  all  the. 
necessity  of  an  explanation  of  that  situation 
from  which  she  believed  herself,  at  this 
time,  to  have  been  extricated  by  lord  Les- 
lie, instead  of  Bentinck,  as  she  had  at  firsr 
suppocied ;  for  her  senses  were  in  too  im- 
perfect a  state,  at  the  moment  of  peril,  to 

be 
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bo  ascertained  who  her  deliverer  really  was: 
her  whole  appearance,  on  foot,  and  unat^- 
tended  at  such  an  hour,  evinced  but  too 
palpably  her  present  reduced  finances,  to 
admit  the  possibility  of  concealing  the 
wretched  truth;  nor  could  she  disguise  the 
sorrow  it  had  entailed,  if  she  would  :  her 
pale  dejected  countenance,  her  thin,  ema- 
ciated and  weakened  frame,  her  mournful 
and  despondent  voice,  all  spoke  the  ge- 
nuine child  of  Misery. 

Tears  filled  the  eyes  of  lord  Leslie;  a 
tenderness,  deep  and  heartfelt,  touched  his 
fine  manly  countenance  with  all  the  bene- 
volence of  love ;  while  his  manner  had, 
in  its  attentions,  that  respectful  address, 
which  Vv'as  best  calculated  to  inspire  the' 
confidence  of  our  urafortunate. 

It  was  long  since  the  voice  of  friendship 
had  reached  poor  Florence,  since  interest, 
affection,  or'  sympathy,  had  cheered  her 
drooping  spirits  ;  their  effects  were,  con- 
sequently, deeply  felt  in  an  ever-grateful 
and  susceptible   bosom  ;  yet   the   blush  of 

latent 
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latent  lingering  pride  gave  some  faint 
reflection  of  former  vivid  bloom  to  her 
cheeks,  as  she  deemed  it  indispensibly  ne-. 
cessary  to  relate  the  errand  which  had  com- 
pelled her  abroad  on  this  night  of  turbu- 
lence and  civil  discord. 

An  involuntary  expression  of  indigna- 
tion and  reprehension  now  burst,  unbidden, 
from  the  lips  of  lord  Leslie,  at  the  conduct 
of  that  parent  who  had,  to  enable  himself 
to  revel  in  all  the  extravagant  and  cor- 
ruptive vices  of  fashionable  life,  entailed 
upon  his  hapless  orphan  the  miseries  of 
even  abject  want:  and  the  language  of 
Ferdinand,  as  he  thus  almost  unconsciously 
animadverted  aloud,  had  the  spontaneous 
warmth,  and  nervous  force,  of  one  who 
\vas,  in  feeling,  no  common  enthusiast. 
Delicacy,  however,  checked,  in  a  degree, 
the  mode  of  his  expressions. 

*' Oh  spare   hi.n    this  severe   censure!'* 
returned  the  mournful  voice  of  Florence; 
"  he  was  still  a  kind,  indulgent  father,  and 
I  shared  with  him  in  all  the,  alas  !  too  perni- 
cious 
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cioiis  luxuries  of  life !  he  warned  ine  of 
th«  present  era,  he  predicted  all  the  falal 
efTects  of  my  wild,  iingoverned  folly;  but. 
I  turned  from  parental  counsel  with  rebel- 
lious disobedience  ;  and  when  he  wished 
me  to  avert  the  approaching  evil,  by  a  ra- 
tional election,  in  which  my  heart  could 
have  had  an  unfettered  preference,  I  treated 
his  affectionate  remonstrances  and  kind  ex- 
postulations with  derision,  and  if  not  w^ith 
contempt,  at  least  with  disregard  ;  and  I  de- 
serve, indeed  I  doj  all  the  punishment  in- 
flicted !" 

The  hand  of  Florence  had  been  taken, 
with  tender  interest,  by  that  of  Leslie  as 
sh^  had  snoken  :  and  she  felt  the  tears  of 
this  sympathizing  friend  fall  upon  it,  as  he 
drew  it  towards  his  heart.  His  own  trem- 
bled— ^he  suddenly  released  hers  from  with- 
in it,  and  averted  his  eyes  from  the  con- 
templation of  the  poor  self-condemned 
culprit ;  for  that  countenance  had,  for  him, 
far  more  subduing  charms  of  beauty,  when 
touched  by  the  pensive  interest  of  peni- 
tent 
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tent  resignation  to  misfortune,  than  when 
its  Hebe  coquettish  wiles  had  flourished  in 
all  the  bloom  of  triumphant  beauty. 

A  fe^v  months  previous,  and  Florence 
had  felt  a  full  exultation  of  vanity,  at  the 
verv  evident  emotion  she  had  excited  in 
the  breast  of  the  noble  and  exalted  Leslie; 
but  now  how  diiTerent  was  its  effect,  when, 
instead  of  animating,  it  wholly  overcame 
her  spirits!  and  she  was  so  sensibly  afTected 
by  this  appearance  of  interest  in  her  mise- 
rable fate,  that,  with  a  renewed  burst  of 
tears,  she  involuntarily  exclaimed — ''  And 
is  there  yet  left  one  friend  who  can  regret 
and  lament  the  early  sorrows  of  the  idle, 
the  thoughtless,  and  the  dissipated  Florence 
Vincent  ?  alas  !  I  thought  no  kind  remem- 
brance of  former  associates  w^as  ever  more 
to  illumine  my  dark  and  cheerless  pros- 
pects!'* 

''  Gracious  God!'*  exclaimed  Leslie, 
"  and  have  you,  amid  the  group  of  past 
intimates,  sought,  and  found  not  a  single 
one  ready  to  succour  and  assist   her,  who 

VOL.  III.  I  was 
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was  so  lately  the  admired,  adulated,  and 
flattered  companion  of  their  gayer  hours, 
the  model  they  so  oft  have  professed  to 
imitate?** 

A  hectic  flush  crossed  the  cheek  of  the 
unhappy  girl,  and  bore  with  it  some  native 
impetuosity  of  wouiided  feeling,  as  past 
indignity  from  the  summer  herd  of  her 
sunny  days  of  prosperity  crowded  pain- 
fully on  her  heart;  and  the  strength  of  her 
tones  was  heightened,  as  in  quickened  ac- 
cent she  replied — ^'  Ah,  all  have  deserted 
me  !  many  have  added  insult  to  neglect  ; 
nay,  even  Matilda  Dacre  was  most  cruel  and 
unkind,  she  ^vho  was  the  first,  and  the  dear- 
est of  my  friends,  save  one,  and  that 
one '*  Florence  hesitated.  *'  I  wish- 
ed not — Ellen  Bertie — would  else  per- 
haps  "     Again  she  paused. 

"  I  understand  you,"  returned  Leslie  in 
a  softened  tone,  and  the  most  delicate  man- 
ner he  could  command.  "  To  apply  to 
her  for  protection  now,  might  be  awkward 

and  embarrassing *'  And  he  paused. 

This 
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This  fatal  confirmation  of  the  recent  re- 
port from  the  lips  of  Bentinck's  confiden- 
tial friend,  fell  with  a  condensed  chill  on 
the  heart  of  Florence. 

The  eyes  of  Ferdinand  had  fixed  upon 
her  as  he  had  spoken  ;  but  his  survey  was 
not  the  impertinent  gaze  of  unfeeling  cu- 
riosity; it  seemed  rather  to  proceed  from  a 
wish  to  judge,  by  present  effect,  how  far 
he  might  proceed  with  the  theme. 

A  silence,  truly  painful  on   both  sides, 
succeeded,   during  which,  Florence  trem- 
bled violently ;  and  although   she  experi- 
enced the  sensation  of  suffocation,  yet  re- 
tained  the'  full  possession   of  her  senses, 
without  any  return  of  that  faintness  Leslie 
feared  to   recall.     His  lordship  at   Iength> 
however,  resumed — ''  I  feel  a  satisfaction, 
my  sweet  friend,   in   perceiving  that  I  am 
not  the  first  to  break  to  you  the  intelligence 
of  an  approaching  union,  between  her  of 
>vhom    we    have    just    spoken,    and    that 
Horace   Bentinck  I  once  v*'as  so  desirous 
should  have  entered  the  nuptial  pale  v,'ith 
E  2  yourself; 
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yourself;  pardon  me  if  I  err  in  entering 
on  the  theme  ;  believe  me,  I  should  not 
have  presumed  to  have  done  so,  if  he  had 
not  himself  commissioned  me  with  the  de- 
livery of  a  letter,  and  I  was  anxious  you 
should  be  aware  of  its  probable  contents 
before  you  opened  it,  for  I  have  reason  to 
imagine  they  relate  to  his  recently-formed 
matrimonial  engagements  with  Miss  Bertie." 
Lord  Leslie  placed  the  letter  beside  the 
agitated  girl,  to  spare  her  the  pain  and  em- 
barrassment of  receiving  it  more  imme- 
diately from  his  hands;  and,  rising,  ap- 
proached a  window,  where,  throwing  back 
the  curtain,  he  evinced  his  intention  of  re- 
maining, until  Florence  had  perused  it. 
As  this  indicated  a  desire  that  she  should 
do  so  at  the  present  moment,  our  orphan 
summoned  all  her  resolution  to  comply; 
and,  with  a  heart  that  Bentinck  could  as 
yet  have  claimed  as  all  his  own,  read  the 
following  lines: — 


"  Suffer, 
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"  Suffer,  madam,  the  ap- 
proach of  inquiries  after  your  health,  in- 
jured, I  fear,  by  the  recent  alarm  you  have 
sustained,  although  they  be  traced  by  the 
pen  of  a  once-ardent  admirer,  and  a  yet  sin- 
cere and  deeply-interested,  though  discard- 
ed friend.  That  I  was  the  happy  instru- 
ment, selected  by  Heaven  to  snatch  a  life 
so  vahied  from  inevital)le  destruction,  I 
humbly  bow  in  grateful  thankfulness;  and 
shall  ever  remember,  with  mixed  emotions 
of  indefinable  feeling,  that  my  arm  has 
been  exerted  to  save  you  from  peril,,  and 
Vvard  off  threatened  danger,  from  her  who 
will  ever  live  in  memory's  record  !  This  un- 
expected rencounter  has  called  into  action 
those  sentiments  of  rcgard,  which  were 
once  more  vivid,  but  which,  time  and  cir- 
cumstance have,  you  will  believe,  mellow- 
ed and  subdued,  even  to  that  temperament 
you  so  kindly  wished  them,  a  proof  of 
v*hich  will  shortly  be  unequivocally  given 
to  yourself,  to  the  world,  by  the  nuptial 
tie  which  unites  my^fate  with  that  of  the 
E  3  estimable 
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estimable  Ellen  Bertie.  From  past  events, 
long  since,  perhaps,  forgotten  by  yon,  and 
only  from  the  present  moments  recalled  to 
recollection,  you  would,  I  fear,  reject  from 
me  that  friendly  offer  of  aid  my  heart 
bounds  to  yield  you;  and  a  mistaken  deli- 
cacy, I  atn  but  too  well  assured,  would  ope- 
rate in  a  similar  v.ay,  if  tendered  by  your 
eld  friend,  when  considered  as  my  future 
wife;  but  no  fastidious  phantom  can  arise, 
when  my  anxiety  for  your  welfare  points 
to  my  respected  aunt,  Mrs.  Bentinck.  Suf-- 
fcr  me  then,  dear  Miss  Vincent,  to  place 
you  beneath  her  roof.  As  I  am  not  ho- 
noured with  your  confidence,  I  know  not 
how  far  I  may  be  presuming  on  your  in- 
dulfi:ence;  for,  as  yet,  circumstance  alone, 
and  general  report,  guide  my  disinterested 
appeal  to  your  understanding,  under  such 
impression  as  I  have  imbibed  of  possible 
pecuniary  disappointments:  suffer  then 
my  intention  to  remove  those  inconveni- 
ences which  may  in  consequence  arise,  if 
my  information    and   conjecture   be  well 

founded^ 
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founded,  and  kt  it  plead  in  extenuation  of 
the  liberty  which  might  otherwise  be  deem- 
ed unlicenced  and  obtrusive.  My  friend, 
lord  Leslie,  will  take  charge  of  any  reply 
or  commands  with  which  you  may  honour 
him,  who  is,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect, 
dear  madam,  your  most  devoted  friend, 

''  Horace  Bentinck." 


The  perusal  of  the  letter  concluded,  the 
eyes  of  Florence  still  rested  on  its  charac- 
tei-s;  and  deep  was  the  wound  its  contents 
inflicted  on  her  heart :  something,  how- 
ever, of  mournful  reproach,  wholly  distinct 
from  haughty  indignation,  dwelt  therein  ; 
it  was  not  that  she  now  viewed  the  former 
conduct  of  Bentinck  with  'anger,  and 
deemed  herself  aggrieved  by  his  precipi- 
tate transfer  of,  at  least,  his  profession's  to 
another — no,  Miss  Vincent  could  now  rea- 
son far  more  dispassionately  on  the  subject; 
she  could  make  allowance  for  the  fiery 
ebullition  of  an  irritated,  outraged  spirit, 
E  4  that. 
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that,  feeling  itself  aggrieved,  flew  to  re- 
venge in  very  desperation.  That  he  should 
treat  her  with  coldness,  indifference,  nay 
even  contempt,  as  Florence  Vincent,  the 
pampered  idol  of  luxury,  the  spoiled  beau- 
ty of  an  adulating  world,  was  what  she,  in- 
deed, richly  deserved ;  and  by  the  exact 
equilibrium  of  inflexible  justice,  amply 
merited  that  he  should  still  pursue  the 
same  line  of  conduct ;  but  yet,  to  a  bosom 
alive  to  the  nicer  susceptibilities  of  feeling, 
one  governed  by  the  finer,  softer  influence 
of  sensibility,  there  is  a  secret  voice  that  in- 
tuitively whispers,  Mercy  is  the  angel  that 
should  preside  over  the  political  justice  of 
humanity  ;  and  although,  in  a  moment  of 
acute  recollection  of  injury,  even  the  noble 
and  generous  may  yield  to  the  impulse  of 
resentment,  yet  can  it,  in  such  a  character, 
never  be  implacable;  the  misfortunes  of 
even  an  enemy  must  soften  all  the  passion- 
ate ferocity  of  revenge;  and,  in  this  case, 
the  sword  would  drop  from  the  hastily  up- 
lifted hand  of  the  avenger,  when  he  be- 
holds 
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holds  an  already-fallen  victim.     Had^  there- 
fore, Bentinck  dwelt  less  on  the  memory 
of  past  indignity,  had  his  language  breath- 
ed more  the  tenderness  of  disappaintment, 
rather    than    its    rancour,     the    mournful 
-wrongs  of  one,   who  pitied  while  he  con- 
demned the  aggressor,  Florence  would  have 
been   not  only  more  deeply  affected  with 
contrition   for    her    former   conduct,   but 
also  more  painfully    overwhelmed  in   the 
miseries  of  being  forsaken,  upon  a  convic- 
tion of  her  unworthy  treatment;  for  with 
her  consequent  estimation   of  the  indivi- 
dual, his  loss  would  have  been  the  more  se- 
verely  Mt.     Even   at  such  a   moment  of 
deepest  distress,  mercenary  motive,  or  any 
regret  connected  with   that  source,  could 
not  take  root  in  the  breast  of  our  orphan  ; 
it  was  the  dereliction  of  him  who  haxLbeen 
the  early  choice  of  her  heart,  whose  urba- 
nity had  pleased,  and  whose  devoted  atten- 
tion had  flattered,  and  not  the  neglect  of 
the  certainty  of  having  averted  the  evils  of 
poverty,  by  an  union  with  that   wealthy 
£  5  lover. 
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lover^,  who  now  had  turned  to  another  and 
a  kinder  mistress,  which  caused  the  deep- 
felt  regret  that  preyed  upon  her  mind  for 
past  event,  or  now  overwhelmed  the  de- 
jected Florence,  who,  absorbed  in  the  ca- 
lamitous review  of  all  her  follies  and  er- 
rors, observed  not  that  lord  Leslie  had  re- 
sumed his  seat  on  the  sofa,  and  was  equaHy 
abstracted  as  herself. 

The  waiter,  however,  at  length  entering 
to  inquire  if  they  wished  to  order  supper, 
reminded  each  of  the  necessity  to  quit  the 
hotel ;  and  Florence  hastily  rising,  his  lord- 
ship ventured  to  solicit  permission    to  at- 
tend her  home.     This  offer  was  hesitatingly 
accepted  by  our  orphan,  since  she  felt  the 
necessity  of  protection,  on  a  night  so  fraught 
with  terror  and   alarm  to   the    immediate 
spot  in  which  she  had  to  proceed  from ; 
and  now  unable  to  defray  the   fare   of  a 
carriage,  she  was  compelled  to  walk  home; 
and  while  thus  circumstanced,  her  weak  and 
exhausted  frame   needed  support  to  reach 


her  humble  lodgings. 


Ferdinaikl, 
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Ferdinand,  in  silence,  handed  her  down 
the  stairs,  \vhere  she  encountered  one  of 
the  women  who  had  afforded  her  assistance 
when  she  fainted,  and,  feeling  the  necessity 
of  some  remuneration  for  the  trouble  she 
had  occasioned,  took  her  purse,  almost  her 
last  shilling,  which  she  gave  her;  but  how 
iniich  more  distressed  would  she  have  been, 
if  she  had  known  that  they  had  looked  to 
her  companion  for  compensation,  and  had 
already  received  an  ample  one  from  his 
hands,  while  the  pert  chambermaid,  with  a 
significant  smile,  contemptuously  pocketed 
the  silver,  and  considered  the  offering  but 
a  shabby  recom pence  on  her  part. 

At  the  door  Florence  found  a  carriage; 
it  was  a  private  one,  and  she  rightly  con- 
cluded it  was  his  lordship's  own;  but  to 
enter  it  from  the  door  of  an  inn,  even  to  her 
unrePiective  mind,  appeared  to  border  on* 
impropriety,  and  she  drew  back,  with  that 
embarrassed  reluctance  which  required  an 
explanation;  yet  she  felt  awkward  to  at- 
E  6  tempt 
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tempt  one — she  hesitated,  essayed  to  speak, 
an(^  then  abruptly  stopt. 

*'  Pardon  me,  my  dear  friend,"  said  lord 
I^eslie,  leading  her  forward;  "  at  any  other 
time  I  would  not  thus  persist  in  what  you 
discover  reluctance  to  acquiesce  in  ;  but 
so  great  is  the  danger  from  the  increasing 
mob,  and  the  military,  who  are  now  called 
out  on  duty,  that  I  will  myself  take  the. 
reins." 

Expostulation  was  now  a  vain  attempt; 
and,  indeed,  Florence  saw  the  delicate  con- 
sideration of  his  lordship,  in  ascending  the 
box,  instead  of  entering  the  carriage  with 
her,  which  arrangement  had  evidently 
arisen  from  her  embarrassment  and  confu- 
sion, at  the  untoward  accident  which  had 
thrown  her  into  a  situation,  at  least  equi- 
vocal in  the  eyes  of  those  few  by  whom  she 
had  been  surrounded ;  and  as  she  marked 
these  delicate  and  respectful  proofs  of  at- 
tention from  Leslie,  she  could  not  forbear 
a  mental  contrast  between   bis  character 

and 
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and  that  of  Bentinck;,  when  rationally  cam- 
pared;  and  she  felt  that  if  Leslie  had  been 
placed  in  his  situation,  he  -rould  have 
shewn  more  of  the  tenderness  of  mercy, 
and  less  of  unbending  justice. 

By  a  circuitous  rout,  again  to  avoid  the 
hostile  scene  of  civil  discord^  the  carriage 
proceeded,  and  in  safety  reached  the  house 
of  Mr.  Benson. 

Lord  Leslie  opened  the  door  himself, 
and  handed  her  out,  as  the  sincere  prayers, 
of  a  faithful  friend  were  registered  for 
her  health  and  happiness. 


CHAP. 


86  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  EARTH. 


CHAP.  V. 

Sweet  arc  the  uses  of  adversity. 

Which,  like  the  toad,  ugly  and  venemous, 

Wears  yet  a  precious  jewel  in  her  head. 

Shakes?eark. 

Suspicion,  Love,  and  Poverti/. 

The  mind  of  Florence  momentarily  felt  as 
if  a  welcome  ray  of  sunshine  had  illumined 
its  now  almost  habitual  gloom^  in  believing 
that  she  had  regained  some  apparent  influ- 
ence, at  least,  over  the  feelings  of  one  va- 
lued friend  of  former  days,  but  more  par- 
ticularly of  him  who,  in  her  most  frivo- 
lous hours  and  giddy  pursuits,  had  ever 
been  an  object  of  both  respect  and  esteem. 
Her  temper  was  now  mellowccUby  adver- 
6  sity. 
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sitv;  softened  and  refined.  The  necessity 
of  self-exertion  had  awakened  tliat  dor- 
mant reason  which  had  slumbered  beneath 
the  enervating  reign  of  luxury;  it  had  sub- 
dued, in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  her  va- 
nity, a  leading  foible  of  her  character, 
from  which  many  of  her  faults  had  arisen  ; 
for  it  had  brought  the  full  conviction  of 
her  own  trifling  importance,  when  stript 
of  adventitious  support;  and  that  the  flut- 
tering ephemera,  whose  adulation  had  been 
so  highly  prized,  were  b.ut  the  worthless 
appendages  of  wealth,  whose  minds  at- 
tached to  that  universal  loadstone,  self- 
interest,  were  incapable  of  those  softer  re- 
finements of  which  her  own  was  suscepti- 
ble ;  for  poor  Florence  had,  indeed,  learn- 
ed to  suffer,  and  that  in  the  most  bitter 
school  of  self-reproach. 

If  this  change  of  character  be  deemed 
unnaturally  precipitate,  lei  it  be  remem- 
bered, that  in  minds  of  strong  sensibility, 
there  is  always  a  quick  and  rapid  transition 
of  feeling;  they  are  never  slow  in   their 

operations. 
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operations,  for  they  act  as  they  are  acted 
upon,  acutely,  promptly,  without  that  de- 
liberate progression  which  appertains  to 
those  whose  reason  is  gradually  awakened, 
without  the  heart  being  deeply  affected. 

Exhaustion  of  strength,  fatigue,  and  ener- 
vation, brought  this  night  to  poor  Florence 
one  kind  and  welcome  friend  in  sleep,  the 
most  infallible  restorer  of  the  human  frame^ 
when  debilitated  by  illness  and  affliction. 

The  fatal  letter  f^om  Bentinck  had,  by 
forcibly  reviving  the  recollection  of  him- 
self and  his  new-formed  engagements,  pro- 
duced a  sudden  shock  on  her  mind;  but 
she  had  long  renounced  every  idea  of  a 
claim  upon  his  affections;  and  from  hav- 
ing accustomed  herself  to  contemplate  the 
effects  of  her  own  folly,  as  a  just  penance 
for  past  errors,  she  had  insensibly  brought 
her  heart,  although  it  could  not  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  painful  impression,  yet  to  fa- 
miliarize the  idea  of  Horace  becoming  the 
husband  of  another;  and  this  it  was  that 
now  rendered  her  able  to  support  the  last 

most 
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-niost  conclusive  testimony  of  so  cruel  an 
event. 

Compelled  also  to  activity  of  mind,  and 
constant  exertion  of  thought  for  tlie  means 
of  obtaining  the  absolute  necessaries  of 
existence,  Florence  had  less  time  to  brood 
over  the  hapless  termination  of  a  first  at- 
tachment. How  dreadful  is  that  moment 
when  we  awaken  to  miisei*y,  after  sleep  has, 
for  a  time,  chased  its  empire  over  the  m.ind  ! 
how  painful  that  instant  when  thought 
rushes  back,  seizing  on  the  faculties  with 
all  her  dark  and  gloomy  train  ! 

Alas!  this  short  suspension  of  care  had 
but  recruited  the  frame  of  Florence  to  sus- 
tain more  of  anguish,  while  it  had  render- 
ed her  yet  more  alive  to  mental  torture,  as 
it  again  returned  to  harrow  up  her  imagi- 
nation. 

She  rose,  and,  having  dressed  herselC  re- 
paired to  the  small  sitting-room  adjoining 
her  chamber,  to  breakfast.  The  servant 
soon  brought  in  the  humble  tray  and  tea- 
kettle, which,   having  placed  for  her  use, 

she 
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she  again  quitted  the  npf^rtmenf,  \vUhout 
the  reflecting  Florence  having  been  even 
sensible  she  had  entered  it.  At  length  the 
unfortunate  girl  approached  a  little  closet, 
the  only  repository  of  her  stores,  and  took 
down  from  its  shelf  the  slender  remains  of 
its  contents.  The  canister  yet  contained 
tea,  which  the  frugal  Mrs.  Benson  would, 
by  the  exertion  of  patience  in  waiting  its 
drawing,  have  made  do,  at  least,  double  the 
duty  our  poor  orphan  exacted  from  it. 
The  extravagance  and  expensive  habits  of 
her  disposition  had  now  no  room  to  dis* 
^  play  themselves  in  a  larger  field  ;  they, 
therefore,  forced  their  way  unconsciously 
into  trifles;  and  the  canister  was  entirely 
emptied,  while  the  wretched  girl  knew  not 
where  to  gain  another  meal. 

Unused  to  such  fare  as  now  presented 
itself  in  the  remains  of  the  crust  of  a  dry 
loaf  of  bread,  the  delicate  appetite  of  the 
hitherto-pampered  victim  of  luxury  re- 
jected the  unpalatable  morsel ;  and  a  cup  of 
tea  was  all  that  had  passed  her  lips,  as  with- 
out 
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out  ceremony,  and  a  degree  of  even  more 
than  her  usual  assur^ince,  the  olBcious  Mrs* 
Benson  entered  the  room. 

"Bless  me  !  at  breakfast  at  this  hour?  a 
fine  workwoman  truly  !  much  business 
you'll  do  in  a  day;  but  that's  nothing  to 
me ;  only  I  likes  to  give  people  advice,  and 
the  like  of  that.  let  'em  be  as  bad  as  they 
may  ;  I  do  my  duty  by  'em,  whether  it 
does  'em  t^ervice  or  not ;  but  that's  neither 
here  nor  there.  I  am  come  to  talk  to  you 
roundly  about  what  happened  yesterday." 

The  reference  to  what  happened  yester- 
day. Miss  Vincent  Conceived  could  only  al- 
lude to  the  hints  respecting  her  thrifty  lover. 
Will  Simpson,  at  the  butterand  cheese  shop. 
Without  waiting  to  hear  more,  she  there- 
fore impatiently  interrupted  Mrs.  Benson, 
with  the  assurance — ''  That  although  she 
was  much  obliged  by  her,  doubtless,  kind 
intentions,  yet  that  as  they  could  never  be 
carried  into  effect,  she  should  be  still  fur- 
ther indebted  to  her  to  dismiss  from  the 
mind  of  Mr.  Simpson  all  idea  of  her  as 

his 


92  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  EAP^TH. 

his  wife,  since  that  situation,  for  which  he 
destined  her,  die  was  by  no  jneans  qualified 
to  fill." 

"  A  wife  indeed  !  wait,  Miss,  till  you  are 
asked  ;  and  that,  to  my  mind,  will  be  long 
enough  first.  What,  do  you  think  that  Will 
\vou'd  have  you  now?  no — honest  trades- 
men hold  up  their  heads  above  lords'  mis- 
tresses, and  that  sort  of  vermin,  I  jiromise 
you  ;  no,  no,  I  will  be  answerable  for  it 
that  Will  Simpson  would  scolf  at  you  now, 
^ith  all  your  beauty  and  fine  pretences  to 
gentility.  I  told  my  husband^  when  you 
paid  for  the  coach  as  took  us  to  Mrs.  Tag's 
rout,  that  it  had  but  a  baddish  look  to  see 
people,  who  work  for  their  bread,  throw 
away  their  money  after  other  people's  plea- 
sure; but  ''  light  come,  light  go.''  Aye,. 
you  may  well  look  astonished,  and  all  in  a 
heap  of  confusion ;  for  I  know  all  that 
happened  last  night,  as  I  was  observing : 
Molly,  our  maid,  told  me  of  your  ranti- 
pole  doings,  coming  home  with  a  fine  gen- 
tleman at  the  Lord  knows  what  hour,  taking 

advantagQ 
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advantage  of  Johnny  and  I  being  absent 
at  the  ball,  and  how  he  looked,  as  if  he 
could  have  eat  you  up  with  fiis  eyes,  and 
how  you  let  him  squeeze  your  hand,  aye, 
and  ki:>s  you  too,  for  what  I  know  to  the 
contrary;  and  how  the  servant,  all  over 
gold  lace,  and  crinckem  cranckani  thing- 
'em-bobs  hanging  down  in  long  strings 
from  his  shoulders,  called  him  my  lord, 
when  he  asked  him  where  the  carriage  was 
to  drive.  Aye,  T  know  it  all,  and  a  great 
deal  more;  and  so,  my  fine  madam,  you 
may  pack  off,  for- you  shan't  disgrace  and 
bring  a  bad  name  upon  John  Benson's  ho- 
nest roof;  cutting  up  paper,  and  chopping 
pasteboard  to  atoms,  and  painting  up  dolls 
faces  for  a  livelihood — a  very  likely  story, 
to  be  sure,  and  I  such  a  fool  as  to  believe 
it.  Troop,  I  say,  hussey,  and  never  let  me 
see  your  deceitful  face  again ;  and  so  as 
you  paid  up  to  last  night,  I  shan't  charge 
you  for  the  odd  hours  a'terwards ;  for  bad 
got  money  wouldn't  do  us  no  good  ;  and 
I'm  sure  you  have  got  no  other  to  give." 

And 
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And  thus  concluding  her  harangue,  Mrs. 
Benson,  casting  a  look  of  contempt  upon 
her  terrified  lodger,  walking  out  of  the 
room,  closed  the  door  with  a  violence  that 
shook  the  chair  on  which  she  was  seated. 

The  senses  of  poor  Florence  were  indeed 
stunned  by  the  unexpected  charges  brought 
against  her,  and  the  uncharitable  conclu- 
sions upon  her  conduct,  drawn  by  the  fe- 
male vixen  who  had  jtist  left  her;  she 
could  not  conceal  from  herself  the  serious 
consequences  which  might  arise  from  this 
unqualified  attack  upon  her  character;  and 
despair  urged,  as  the  only  step  she  could 
now  take,  the  quitting  instantly  her  present 
abode,  and  burying,  in  total  seclusion,  her- 
self and  attendant  sorrows^  where  mention 
of  her  might  never  more  be  heard,  and 
wdiere  she  fervently  hoped  and  believed  she 
should  find  an  early  and  unknown  grave. 

Eut  soon  did  a  proper  sense  of  the  irre- 
ligious tendency  of  such  resolutions  and 
hopes  check  the  progress  of  reflection, 
pregnant  with  swch   dangerous  result ;  it 

taught 
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taught  her  to  look  to  a  higher  source  for 
comfort;  and  with  a  thorough  repentance 
of  former  follies,  former  errors,  to  return 
grateful  thanks  to  the  Supreme  Disposer  of 
events,  that  amid  all  her  sufferings,  con- 
scious rectitude  was  yet  her  bosom  compa- 
nion, her  mind  was  unstained  by  guilt,  her 
actions  could  yet  bear  the  scrutiny  of  con- 
science. Consoled  by  these  ruminations, 
and  reassured  by  her  fervent  appeals  to 
Heaven  for  continued  support  and  protec- 
tion, she  once  more  packed  up  her  clothes, 
and  then  began  to  direct  her  attention  as 
to^  where  she  was  that  night  to  lay  her  head. 
Suddenly  she  recollected  the  good  and 
charitable  Mrs.  Mills,  and,  w^ondering  that 
she  had  not  earlier  remembered  the  bene- 
volent friend  of  the  deserted  Agnes,  she 
instantly  prepared  for  a  walk  to  Green- 
street;  and,  packing  u.p  a  small  bundle  with 
her  night-clothes,  which  she  carried  in  her 
hand,  she  sought  Mrs.  Benson,  to  ask  per- 
mission to  leave  the  remainder  until  the 
following  day  ;  this  was  without  hesitation 

granted. 
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granted,    and   Florence  quitted   that  roof 
under  which  she  had  so  lately  entered. 

Scarcely  had  she  proceeded  ten  paces, 
\vhen  she  was  overtaken  by  Mr.  Simpson ; 
with  a  simpering  bow  he  offered  to  take  the 
parcel  from  her,  accompanied  by  the  as- 
surance that  he  should  be  very  happy  to  be 
considered  as  her  humble  servant. 

The  beggared  wanderer,  annoyed  by  the 
interruption  given  to  her  sad  reflections, 
briefly  declined  the  civility  ;  and  was  pro- 
ceeding, when,  to  her  infinite  astonish- 
ment, he  attempted  drawing  her  hand  with- 
in his  arm,  and  announced  his  intention, 
at  all  events,  to  be  her  companion  :  he 
then  acknowledged  his  determination  once 
to  have  married  her ;  but  that  as  his  friend, 
Mrs.  Benson,  had  given  him  proof  of  her 
frailty  but  that  very  day,  that  she  must  no 
longer  encourage  a  hope  of  that  kind; 
but  that  as  he  really  admired  her,  and  had 
no  doubt  the  passion  would  become  mu- 
tual, he  would  hire  a  snug  cottage  at  Put- 
ney,  or   Islington,  if  she  preferred  that, 

where 
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\vhere  he  could  always  visit  her  without 
scandal ;  and  as  he  would  pass  for  brother, 
cousin,  or  even  husband,  if  she  pleased,  he 
thought  the  offer  very  liberal,  and  much 
more  to  her  advantage  than  her  present 
vagrant  life. 

Florence,  with  her  bonnet  slouched  over 
her  face,  had  continued  walking  on,  without 
once  attempting  the  delivery  of   a  reply 
during  Mr.  Simpson's  speech  ;  but  she  now 
turned  her  eyes  towards  him,  with  that  im- 
pressively repelling   dignity   she  so   emi- 
nently possessed,  and  with  a  look  so  full  of 
meaning,  so  expressive  of  all  she  felt,  that 
the  poor  little  trembling  vendor  of  butter 
and  cheese  shrank  appalled  from  the  sur- 
vey.    He  stammered  out  a  hope  that  she 
was   not  displeased,   that  if  he   had  done 
wrong,  he  had  been  misled  by  his  neigh- 
bour;  and  progressively  proceeded  from 
apology  to  apology,  until  he  at  length  ar- 
rived at  his  original  intentions;  declared 
his    belief    that    she    had  been   wronged : 
and   assured   her  that  if  she    could    only 
VOL.  III.  F  pro've 

IF 
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prove  to  his  satisfaction  that  the  lord  ha3 
not  accomplished  his  evil  designs  upon 
her,  he  was  still  ready  to  place  her  at  the 
head  of  his  house,  and  make  her  his  lawful 
wife. 

Amid  all  her  causes  for  grief,  for  morti- 
lication,  and  anger,  Florence  could  not 
resist  a  smile  at  the  penilent  countenance 
of  her  diminutive  lover,  or  at  its  sudden 
transition  to  an  expression  of  the  certain 
effect  of  his  generosity,  in  the  proof  he 
had  evinced  of  his  passion,  and  of  the  de- 
light he  anticipated  from  his  declaration  on 
her  behalf.  She,  however,  smothered  the 
appearance  of  the  stranger;  and,  smooth- 
ing her  features  into  a  resumption  of  that 
gravity  they  had  now,  alas  !  long  worn,  she 
put  a  speedy  termination  to  the  rising  ex- 
pectations of  Willy  Simpson,  and  sent  him 
home  to  his  shop,  ashamed  of  his  attempt 
to  become  a  man  of  fashion,  and  most 
woefully  disappointed  in  not  calling  so 
beautiful  a  creature  his,  either  by  the  ap- 
pellation of  mistress  or  wife. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    VI. 

1  tremble  at  that  in  which  I  once  triumph*dl 

I  blush  at  that  of  which  I  once  was  vain  ! 

Ah  !  pleasure,  pleasure,  what  art  thou  ? 

Tlie  death  of  reason.  Young. 


That  time  is  past ; 

And  all  its  aching  joys  are  nx)w  no  more, 

And  all  its  dizzy  raptures.  Wordsworth. 

The  Register -OJke, 

Florence,  in  seeking  Mrs.  Mills,  had  the 
double  intention  of  securing  a  respectable 
temporary  asylum,  and  hereafter  of  obtain- 
ing, by  her  means,  a  more  lasting  one  ; 
but  on  knocking  at  the  door,  it  was  opened 
by  a  young  lad,  who  civilly  invited  her  ]p., 
F  ^  and 
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and  told  her  he  would  immediately  call  the 
gentlewoman  of  the  house;  but  that  he 
himself  was  only  waiting  for  an  answer  to 
a  letter  he  had  brought.  In  a  few  minutes 
he  returned,  and  with  him  the  gentlewo- 
man of  the  house,  who  appeared  to  be  ra- 
ther too  fine  a  lady,  in  her  own  estimation, 
for  the  sphere  she  filled.  In  reply  to  the 
inquiry  of  Florence  for  Mrs.  Mills,  she  an- 
nounced herself  as  her  niece  ;  at  the  same 
time  exhibiting  that  hand  in  every  direc- 
tion which  bore  the  newly-acquired  testi- 
mony of  a  wife.  Mrs.  Mills  had  resigned 
her  house  and  all  its  advantages  to  this 
her  representative,  while  she  herself  had 
retired  to  Birmingham,  where  she  resided 
with  her  son,  who  had  a  comfortable  situa- 
tion in  one  of  the  manufactories. 

This  was  no  inconsiderable  disappoint- 
ment to  Florence  ;  but  an  essential  service 
could  here  be  yet  rendered  her;  and  she 
immediately  stated  her  wants  to  little  Mrs. 
Fenner.  With  a  lodging  she  unfortunately 
could  not  be  accommodated  ;  and  she  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  to  make  inquiry  for  some  situation 
which  would  afford  her  a  maintenance^ 
having  declined  to  fill  that  of  either  go- 
verness or  companion.     * 

*'  Oh  yes,  you  do  perfectly  right,  ma'am," 
returned  the  bride,  aflTectecily  ;  '•'  they  are 
the  hardest  of  all  possible  servitudes. 
Nothing  suits  half  so  well  as  a  lady's  maidj 
if  your  clothes  were  but  a  little  smarter; 
but  that  plain  bombazeen  dress,  and  close 
bonnet,  wont  answer  at  all;  but  if  you 
have  anything  that  is  m.ore  stylish  to  set  off 
your  first  appearance,  you  will,  of  course, 
have  all  your  mistress's  cast  gowns  to  help 
you  on ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  by  far  the  most 
indolent  and  easy  place  on  my  list;  besides 
it  is  now  the  fashion  to  consider  them  as 
oracles;  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  hear 
a  lady  of  rank  say  her  maid  thinks  this  dre^ 
becomings  or  that  hideous;  and  she  is, 
therefore,  obliged  to  wear  the  one,  or  dis- 
card the  other;  that  her  maid  dislikes  her 
to  go  to  one  place,  or  wishes  her  to  accept 
an  invitation  to  some  other;  and  the  asser- 
F  3  tion 
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iion  h  not  quiic  a  fib  neither ;  for  this  isge- 
uerally  a  personage  of  the  first  importance 
in  a  nobleman  or  gentleman's  family  ;  for 
if  she  be  dexterous  in  getting  into  the  se- 
crets of  any  little  flirtation  that  may  be 
going  forward,  she  may  then-make  her  own 
terms,  and  do  just  as  she  pleases  for  the 
remainder  of  her  life.  I  merely  mention 
this  for  your  information,  ma'am,  and  by 
way  of  advice;  for  I  conclude  you  are  but 
just  from  the  country,  by  that  modest-look- 
ing slouch,  and  that  kind  of  embarrassed 
way  with  you." 

'*  Such  a  situation  would  not  do  for  me," 
said  the  downcast  orphan,  soliloquizing  in 
a  musing  tone.  *'  I  cannot  sink  to  servi- 
tude either." 

''  Servitude  I  dear  me,  how  you  country 
folks  mistake  the'  matter  f  why  a  lady's 
nriaid's  principal  service  is  only  to  serve  her- 
self; and  the  very  name  of  a  servant  is 
quite  abolished;  my  lady's  wom.an  is  the 
phrase;  and  she  is  generally  far  more  mis- 
tress 
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tress  in  the  house  than   she  who  I  ears  the 
nominal  rank." 

•'I  doubt  not  it  is  such  as  vou  represent 
it/'  returned  Florence  ;  ''  but  still  it  is  a 
situation  that  would  not  do  for  me ;  I  dis- 
like being  domesticated  with  a  private  fa- 
mily, and  would  prefer  almost  anything.  I 
have  some  ingenuity  in  fancy  articles,  if  I 
could  secure  employment  of  that  descrip* 
tion." 

"  Wait  then  a  few  minutes,  and  I  will  re* 
fer  to  my  book  of  entry  for  names  and  par- 
ticulars ;  but  really  I  know  but  little  about 
the  matter^  as  you  have  called  at  an  un^ 
lucky  moment;  for  I  seldo.ni  have  plagued 
myself  with  business  since  I  have  been  mar- 
ried, except  when  my  husband  is  absent ; 
for  I  now  spend  most  of  my  time  in  the 
cultivation  of  my  mind  ;  and  to  own  the 
truth,  you  have,  by  this  interruption,  obli- 
ged me  to  lay  aside  a  most  interesting  nev/ 
novel,  just  when  all  my  sympathy  had  been 
awakened  for  the  poor  heroine,  whom  I 
have  left  chained  to  the  earth  in  a  damp 
F  4  dungeon. 
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cUingeor,  ^vhere  loathsome  reptiles  crawl, 
and  the  bird  of  ni<rht  was  screaminji  in  her 
ears;''  and  the  conceixed  little  mental  cul- 
livator  passed  into  an  inner  room. 

Left  alone,  Florence  began  to  consider 
of  the  means  of  payment  for  the  service 
she  had  required  ;  she  knew  not  the  usual 
demand  ;  and  if  she  had,  she  possessed  not 
a  shilling  for  its  liqiridation  ;  her  walk  had 
exhausted  her,  the  day  was  far  advanced, 
and  Nature  required  support.  Driven  to 
the  most  pitiable  distress  in  which  we  have 
3Xt  beheld  her,  the  drooping  Florence  had 
risen  from  her  seat,  with  the  intention  of 
quitting  the  house  without  further  expla- 
nation, when  the  door  opened,  and  a  plain- 
dressed  respectable-looking  young  man  en- 
tered. He  made  a  passing  bow,  and  was 
proceeding  to  the  room  where  Mrs.  Fen- 
ner  was  yet  employed  in  the  examination 
of  her  entry-book,  when  a  deep  sigh  from 
the  bosom  of  our  heroine  drew  his  atten- 
tion :  he  started ;  looked  again  ;  then  bow- 
ing profoundly,  uttered  his  hope  that   no 

misfortune 
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misfortune  had  befallen  Miss  Vincent.  The 
astonished  girl  gazed  for  a  moment  in  si- 
lence; the  features  of  the  inquirer  were 
not  unknown  to  her;  but  memory  of  the 
individual  did  not  aid  her  recollection:  yet 
the  grateful  Fenner  ]e^t  her  not  long  in 
suspense;  he  recapitulated  to  her  the  ma- 
uy  acts  of  kindness  he  had  received  at  her 
hands,  during  the  long  and  fatal  illnesJi  of 
his  poor  old  mother,  the  schoolmistress  of 
her  native  village,  of  the  hours  she  had  so- 
often  devoted  to  her  sickbed,  when  his  at- 
tendance, as  parish-elerk,  called  him  from 
his  dutiful  attentions,  or  the  gratification 
the  pious  and  dying  Christian  had  ex- 
pressed at  her  readiness  to  acquiesce  in  those 
frequently-requested  visits,  in  defiance  of 
the  imperious  demands  of  pleasure  and 
amusement,  which  in  vain  contested  the 
point  with  her  entreaties. 

Florence  blushed  at  the  euTogium  ;  but 

sincerely  was  her  heart  raised  ih  grateful 

acknowledgments  to  Heaven,  for  the  un*- 

looked-for  relief  she  had  received,- by  the- 

r  5  ^u%' 
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truly  unexpected  appearance  of  a  frienJ, 
in  the  moment  when  she  had  almost  re- 
signed herself  a  willing  victim  to  despair. 

Her  looks  betrayed  her  fatigue  and  ex- 
haustion ;  the  little  wife  was  intreated  to 
afford  a  welcome  to  the  benefactress  of  her 
husband;  and  she  forgot  the  ideal  distresses 
of  an  imaginary  being,  to  aid  and  relieve 
those  of  a  real  one  ;  the  adventure  formed 
a  sort  of  romantic  incident  in  her  drama  ; 
and  she  was  on  the  alert  in  giving  orders 
for  her  accommodation.  The  unexpected 
visitor  thankfully  partook  of  the  refresh- 
ments placed  before  her,  and  readily  ac- 
cepted the  offer  of  a  bed,  as  Mrs,  Fenner 
had  refused  her  lodgings,  she  afterv^^ards 
laughingly  told  her^  from  the  fear  that  she 
was  not  sufficiently  genteel  to  support  them 
with  eclat.  But  although  the  room  had 
been  taken  possession  of  by  Florence  for 
that  night,  it  .was  certainly  not  her  inten- 
tion to  remain,  as  Mr.  Fenner  refused  to 
receive  remuneration^  and  had  actually 
proposed  that  she  should,  for  the  present, 

continue 
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continue  their  guest.  She  accepted  the 
loan  of  three  guineas;  and  the  next  day, 
taking  a  coach  for  that  purpose,  she  once 
more,  and  for  the  last  time,  returned  to  Mrs. 
Benson's  for  the  remainder  of  her  clothes. 

She  did  not  alight,  but  simply  requested 
her  trunk  might  be  brought  down  ;  but  ere 
the  wary  Molly  would  comply,  she  appeal- 
ed to  the  authority  of  Mrs.  Bensan  herself, 
who  instantly  made  her  appearance  at  the 
door — '"  Well  I"  she  exclaimed,  ''  and  so 
you  really  have  the  confidence  to  shew 
your  face  again  here,  notwithstanding  I 
forbade  you  i  and  you  expect  to  find  your 
letter  do  you  ?'* 

'' What  letter  .^'*  eagerly    inquired  FIo--- 
rence ;  ''  from  whom  was  it  brought?*' 

"  Why  from  whom  should  it  be  brought 
but  your  gallant,  the  lord,  to  be  sure  !  he 
came  galloping  here  after  you,  five  min^utes 
after  I  had  turned  you  out ;  but  Molly, 
who  did  not  know  you  was  gone  for  good 
and  all,  only  said  you  was  step t  out  foj*  a 
F  6  bit: 
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bit  of  a  walk;  and  so  he  put  his  hand  in 
his  pocket  and  took  out  the  letter '* 

"  Which  you  will  be  pleased  instantly  to 
give  me/'  interrupted  our  heroin^e. 

"  Give  you  !"  screamed  Mrs.  Benson  ; 
"  what  do  vou  take  me  for.  hlissev  ?  do 
you  think  I  look  fit  for  a  go-between^  or 
that  I  keep  a  disorderly  house  for  people 
to  leave  their  assignations  at  ?  I  tossed  the 
letter  into  the  fire  the  minute  he  was  gone, 
and  if  you  had  gone  there  with  it,  it  would 
be  no  matter;"  and,  kicking,  with  con- 
tempt, the  little  trunk  Molly  had  brought 
down,  this  female  champion  for  decorum 
retreated  beneath  the  covert  of  her  own 
roof,  and,  closing  the  door,  left  her  late 
lodger  at  liberty  to  return  from  whence  ' 
she  came;  and  this  she  did  without  much 
delay,  although  not  a  little  distressed  at  the 
fate  of  a  letter  whose  contents  most  deeply 
interested  her;  for  if  lord  Leslie  had  written 
to  her  at  a  moment  when,  he  doubtless  ima- 
tjined  he  could  have  commanded  an  inter- 
5  view^ 
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view,  the  letter  assuredly  must  have  con- 
tained some  matter  of  moment. 

Various  were  the  conjectures  to  which 
the  circumstance  had  given  rise ;  but  truly 
mortifying  was  the  most  probable  conclu- 
sion she  could  draw,  that  it  was  possibly  a 
delicate  mean  of  conveying  pecuniary  re- 
lief to  her  but  too  evident  distress;  and 
this  was  more  particularly  embarrassing,  as 
she  neither  knew  the  exact  state  of  the 
case,  nor,  if  so,  the  sum  he  might  thus  have 
sent  her;  to  which  was  added  the  bitter  re- 
flection that  she  had  it  not  in  her  power  to 
have  returned  it,  if  she  could  have  ascer- 
tained what  the  officiousness  of  Mrs.  Ben- 
son had  placed  beyond  her  reach. 

A  neat  and  comfortable  dinner,  at  the 
early  hour  of  two  o'clock,  waited  her  re- 
turn ;  and  in  compliance  with  the  evident 
wishes  of  her  little  hostess,  she  had  cer- 
tainly endeavoured  to  render  her  dress 
somewhat  more  stylish  than  it  had  appear- 
ed the  day  before;  so  that  although  the 
fcombazeen  retained  its  station,  its  sombre 

hu€ 
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hue  had  been  relieved  by  some  of  those  tir- 
flincr  additions  which  close  moiirnino:  allows. 

In  compliance  with  her  earnest  solicita- 
tions that  some  employment  might  be  pro- 
cured for  her,  her  kind  and  truly  benevo- 
lent friend,  Mr.  Fenner,  at  length  acqui- 
esced in  her  wishes,  by  recommending  her 
to  his  cousin,  who  was  a  fancy-dress  maker 
of  some  celebrity  in  her  line  ;  at  her  house 
it  was  necessary  she  should  reside,  in  order 
to  fill  the  situation  required;  and,  in  consi- 
deration of  her  relative's  interest  in  her 
behalf,  she  was  allowed  a  chamber  exclu- 
sively for  her  own  use. 

Here,  in  quietness,  in  domestic  peace, 
amid  civil  and  industrious  inmates,  our  late 
w^anderer  enjoyed,  if  not  content,  at  least 
exemption  from  actual  misery.  By  a  clo^e 
application  to  her  needle,  she  freed  herself 
from  debt ;  nor  had  she  even  occasion  to 
break  in  beyond  a  few  shillings  upon  her 
little  borrowed  hoard  of  the  three  guineas, 
with  which  the  kind-hearted  parish-clerk 
had  Supplied  her.     In  Fetiremen-t,  such  as 

her 
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her  present  situation  afforded,  the  once  vo- 
latile, inconsiderate,  unreflecting  votary  of 
Follv  had  leisure  for  a  full  and  painful  sur- 
vey of  the  past;  she  did  not  regret  that 
she  had  omitted  the  frequent  opportuni- 
ties heretofore  in  her  power  of  forming  a 
matrimonial  establishment,  such  as  her 
heart  had  no  interest  in,  or  where  she  could 
only  have  been  guided  by  mercenary  mo- 
tives ;  for,  in  justice  to  the  erring  fair  one, 
we  must  assert  that  even  at  this  painful  mo- 
ment of  poverty,  mortification,  and  hum- 
bled vanity,  she  would  still,  upon  the  same 
ground,  have  made  the  same  rejection  ;  but 
sh-e  did  lament — yes,  and  with  the  bitter 
aggravation  of  self-reproach,  that  she  had 
not  permitted  the  influence  of  Reason  its 
free  operation,  that  caprice,  whim,  and  that 
most  fatal  propensity,  coquetry,  had  been 
suffered  to  supersede  her  influence.  She 
was  sensible  that  at  one  period  of  her  life 
Benlinck  could  have  commanded  her  best 
affections,  but  she  felt  7ioio  not  quite  iiure 
that  he   would  have  retained   them ;  that 

volatility 
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volatility   of  character,     that  general    but 
superficial  knowledge  which  rendered  him 
the    pleasant,   agreeable,  and  even    enter- 
taining character   of  the  hour,   were   not^ 
however,  calculated  to  insure  that  deference 
to  a  husband's  judgment    and  superior  in- 
tellect, which  she  could  have  wished  to  have 
been  possessed  by  the  man  with  whom  she 
should  form  so  momentous  an  engagement,, 
to  his  direction  to  have  submitted  herownv 
hitherto-unlicensed  folIles>  by  his  discretion 
to  have  been  guided,   by   his  afTection  to 
have  been  guarded  and  protected  from  the 
ills  of  life;  or  if  he  had  unexpectedly  beea 
overwhelm'ed  by  misfortune,  with  him   to* 
have  shared  its  pressure,  and,  by  a  cheerful 
unrepining  acquiescence  in  the  decrees  of 
fate,  have  still  further  rivetted  those  bonds 
which,  in  youth's  more   smiling  dawn,  had 
been  linked. 

Reason    pointed  the    finger    to    Elliot, 
the  deserving  Elliot,   who,   for  her  sake, 
had  become  a  self-banished  man  to  a  distant 
.and  unhealthy  clime;  she  esteemed  and  re- 
spected. 
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spccted,  but  she  lelt  she  had  never  loved 
him  ;  her  ideas  were  too  refined  to  adopt 
the  generally-received  opinion  that  love 
would  follow  'matrimony ;  she  preferred 
that  it  should  precede  it.  This  chain  of 
reflection,  as  if  of  course,  presented  the 
form  of  Leslie:  she  started  in  terror  from 
the  phantom,  when  she  became  sensible 
that  in  him  appeared  united  all  that  magic 
fancy  had  sketched  ;  she  dared  not  indulge 
the  dangerous  delusions  of  imagination  ; 
her  work  was  thrown  aside,  as  if  an  auxi- 
liary in  the  mischief,  and  she  had  recourse 
to  a  book;  but  the  wanderings  of  the  mind 
were  not  under  the  influence  of  reason's 
dictates,  and  Leslie  certainly  pursued  her 
through  each  varied  page. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI r. 

The  phantoms  of  the  troubled  day 

Fast  crowding  upon  memory's  breast, 

Their  sorrow-painted  forms  display, 

Not  leave  one  little  pause  of  rest.  Polvthile, 


Aghast  the  heart-struck  mourner  stands, 
Glaz'd  are  her  eyes,  convuls'd  her  hands, 
0!erwhelming  anguish  checks  her  labouring  breath, 
Crush'dby  despair's  intolerable  weight. 

Charlotte  SMiiit* 

The  scene  changes  to  Ireland, 

Agnes  had  now  passed  nearly  three  months 
with  Mrs.  Maitland,  in  a  situation  most  re- 
spectable and  soothing  to  her  feelings,  be- 
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rng  every  where  introduced  and  supported 
a3  the  friend  of  her  new  patroness ;  but 
with  her  own  good  fortune,  gratitude 
heiiihtened  in  her  bosom  to  Florence,  by 
whose  liberality  she  had  been  enabled  to 
seek  it:  the  account  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Vincent  had  only  reached  her  through  the 
medium  of  a  magazine,  in  which  it  had 
been  inserted  under  the  head  of  domestic 
occurrences,  and  she  had  immediately  on 
this  event  written  to  Florence  ;  but  her  re- 
moval so  abruptly  from  Sackvitle-streethad 
prevented  its  reaching  those  hands  for 
whom  it  was  intended;  and  vain  had  been 
the  result  of  every  other  inquiry  to  learn 
the  destination  of  Miss  Vincent. 

Agnes  was,  however,  far  from  conceiving 
that  poverty  had  become  her  lot  in  the 
death  of  Mr.  Vincent;  general  report,  in- 
deed, had  announced  the  embarrassmient  of 
his  affairs ;  but  the  extent  of  the  misfor- 
tunes of  his  daughter  she  was  yet  wholly 
ignorant  of. 

Mrs.  Maitland  conversed  but   little  in  a 

domestic 
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domestic  ietc-d-iete ;  she  appeared  to  have 
become  habitually  silent,  and  to  have  con- 
ceived an  aversion  to  the  fatigue  of  con- 
versation ;  yet  her  mind  never  seemed  va- 
cant; it  was  busied,  as  if  deep  refieclioii 
absorbed  the  whole  powers  of-  thought. 
Mr.  Maitland  had  not  been  visible  since  her 
arrival,  but  of  him  Henrietta  never  spoke; 
yet  although  interest  and  curiosity  were 
both  alive,  delicacy  repressed  the  inquiri^ 
of  A«:nes. 

They  mixed  less  each  day  in  the  dissi- 
pated little  world  of  Dublin  ;  and  Hen- 
rietta seemed  suddenly  rather  more  desirous 
of  privacy  and  meditation,  than  she  had 
heretofore  been  of  public  spleindour  anci 
eclat. 

Having  declined  joining  a  party  at  Mr^ 
Beresford's  in  Merrion-square,  she  placed 
her  young  protegee  beneath  the  care  of  a 
friend,  and  requested  that  she  would  ac- 
company her.  This  friend  soon  became 
enii;3sed  at  cards;  and  A^nes  amused  her- 
5elf  with  the  succession  of  company  which 

had' 
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had  assembled  in  immense  crowds,  and 
conversing  alternately  with  each  passing 
acquaintance,  when  lord  Creswell  was  an- 
nounced. 

The  name  struck  on  the  ear  of  Ao:nes  as 
she  stood  near  the  door  of  entrance.  He 
paid  his  compliments  to  the  lady  of  the 
house,  with  all  his  accustomed  ease  and  ele 
gance,  and  then  looked  around  the  room, 
to  discover  to  whom  he  was  known  of  the 
present  partv.  Amid  the  group.  Miss 
Dursley  met  his  survey  ;  but  she  studiously 
avoided  giNing  him  the  opportunity  of  a 
bow,  should  his  usual  efTrontery  induce  the 
offer  of  one,  and  immediately  moved  her 
station  io  a  more  distant  part  of  the  room. 
He,  however,  still  pursued  her,  placing  him- 
self near  where  she  stood,  without  being 
exactly  at  her  side,  but  in  an  opposite  di- 
rection, which  gave  him  the  opportunity 
of  at  once  annovin":  and  distressin^r  her, 
by  a  stare  compounded  of  insolence  and 
admiration.  Her  naturally  timid  and  gen- 
tle nature  was  oppressed  and  overcome  by 

the 
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the  cruel  perseverance  of  (his  noblemgti, 
mingled  with  the  trembling  dread  that  lie 
might  mar  her  present  flattering  prospects, 
in  prejudicing  the  mind  of  Mrs.  Maitland 
against  her,  by  breathing  a  tale  as  infamous 
as  that  which  he  had  communicated  or  in- 
sinuated to  the  earl  and  countess  of  So- 
merton. 

A  slight  faintness  oppressed  her,  and, 
alarmed  by  a  dread  of  attracting  attention,^ 
from  an  indisposition  which  might  corro- 
borate his  unjust  assertions,  she  stretched 
out  her  hand  to  take  a  glass  of  ice  from  a 
tray  of  refreshments  which  a  servant  held 
near  her,  in  the  hope  it  would  recruit  her; 
but  her  intent  was  prevented  by  Creswell, 
who,  hastily  stepping  forward,  seized  her 
gloveless  hand,  and  addressed  her  by  name, 
begging  she  would  say  what  he  should  have 
the  honour  to  present  her  with? 

The  colour  of  Aoncs  rose  as  she  made 
an  attempt  to  repulse  the  presuming  vis- 
count, by  a  cold  negative  to  his  offered  ser- 
vice; but  to  withdraw  her  hand  she  found 

impossible; 
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"impossible;  he  yet  forcibly  retained  if, 
and,  placing  it  within  his  arm,  proposed, 
^vith  perfect  smig  froid,  that  she  would 
j)roinenade  the  room.  Suddenly,  how- 
.ever,  as  she  again  attempted  to  extricate  it, 
the  pressure  was  converted  into  a  grasp; 
and  his  eyes  no  longer  fixed  on  her  coun- 
tenance, but  on  the  arm  of  that  hand  he 
retained^*  his  complexion  faded  to  a 
ghastly  hue,  his  lips  trembled,  as  in  hurried 
accents  he  exclaimed — ''  The  armlet  I  that 
armlet  !  where  did  you  obtain  it  ?  how 
came  it  in  your  possession  ?  do  not  pre- 
varicate, for  I  must — I  will  know  :'' 

"■  She  who  bequeathed  it  to  me,"  replied 
the  terrified  Agnes,  whom  surprise  hurried 
into  an  involuntary  answer,  ''  was  a  near 
relative — her  name,-  Dursley " 

"  Dursley  \"  interrupted  Creswell ; ''  how 
could  she  obtain  it  ?  the  name  is  wholly 
unknown  to  me;  and  yet  this  armlet  bears 
connexion  with  one  whose  destiny  has 
ever  most  deeply  interested  me  !  This  Mrs. 
Dursley  was,  of  course,  your  mother?  tell 

me 
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me — is  she  in  existence?  do  not  trifle  with 
me  !  can  I  see  her?  it  is  of  moment  that  I 
do  so  !  I  implore,  I  conjure  you  !  grant  me 
every  particular!  be  but  my  friend  in  this 
instance,  and  you  rob  me  of  the  power  of 
being  longer  your  enemy  ;  nay,  my  grati- 
tude shall  be  as  ceaseless  as  active  !'* 

'^  My  enemy,  in  justice,  your  lordship 
never  had  a  right  to  be  ;  but  your  grati- 
tude, my  lord,  could  never  interest  me. 
Still,  as  I  have  no  cause  for  secrecy,  and 
you  seem,  from  this  evidently  painful 
emotion,  to  be  strangely  anxious  for  a  so- 
lution of  the  queries  proposed,  lam  ready 
to  inform  you  that  Mrs.  Dursley  was  only 
my  aunt,  and  not  my  mother;  and  that  her 
death  had  taken  place  many  months  before 
I  became  an  inmate  in  that  house  ilom 
which  base  aspersion  and  unmerited  ob- 
loquy expelled  me  !'* 

The  observation  of  Agnes  was  now  at- 
tracted by  several  audible  whispers  near 
her;  she  saw  the  extraordinary  tete-d-tcte, 
although  only  partially  heard,  had  drawn 

the 
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the  whole  attention  of  those  around  ;  and, 
extremelv  distressed  at  becoming,  by  her 
own  inadvertence,  an  object  of  such  gene- 
ral notice,  she  linked  her  arm  within  that 
of  a  passing  acquaintance,  and  quitted  the 
spot  where  lord  Treswell  yet  remained  as 
if  spell-bound,  and  wrapt  in  profound  re- 
flection, apparently  unconscious  of  the  gaze 
of  astonishment  he  had  arrested ;  nor  did 
she  again  afTord  him  the  opportunity  of 
addressing  her,  although  he  evidently  foi- 
lowed  her  for  that  purpose;  yet  had  his 
manner,  as  well  as  look{>,  undergone  a  com- 
plete revolution  ;  the  colour  no  more  re- 
turned with  its  natural  florid  tint  to  his 
cheeks,  his  eyes  no  longer  roved  with  that 
expression  of  libertinism  which  was  their 
general  habit,  nor  did  his  air  wear  that  cha- 
racter of  self-approbation  which  had  hi* 
thcrto  always  distinguished  him. 

Our  Portuguese  beheld  with  asfonishmcMi 
an  eflect  she  could  not  trace;  and  nothini^ 
but  a  sense  of  her  own  dignity,  and  t!ie 
strong  resentment  she  yet  retained  of  the 
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nature  of  the  injury  be  had  so  wantonly' 
inflicted,  could  have  deterred  her  from 
seeking  its  source  even  from  himself.  Busy 
reflection  upon  the  inexplicable  incident 
which  had  happened,  rendered  the  re- 
mainder of  the  evening  even  irksomely 
tiresome;  and  she  was  greatly  relieved 
^vhen  the  carriage  was  announced.  Lord 
Creswell  caught  at  the  opportunity,  which 
he  had  apparently  waited  for,  and  pressed 
forward  in  order  to  lead  her  to  it ;  but  the 
friend  with  whom  she  had  come  not  ob- 
serving his  lordship's  intention,  placed  her 
under  the  care  of  one  of  the  party  of  the 
table  she  had  just  quitted,  to  conduct  her 
to  the  carriage,  and  thus  inadvertently  de-^ 
feated  the  design  of  the  viscount. 

On  her  return  home,  Agnes  found  Mrs. 
Mgjtland  had  not  yet  retired  to  bed  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  sent  an  invitation  to  her 
young  friend  to  come  to  her  dressing-room, 
where,  for  the  last  two  hours,  she  had  sat 
reading,  .\gnes  readily  obeyed  the  sum- 
mons; and.  to  her   no  small   satisfaction, 

found 
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found    Henrietta    more    than     usually   in- 
dined   to    enter   into    conversation ;  with 
avidity    she   therefore    embraced    the  un- 
looked-for opportunity,    and  ventured  the 
mention  of   lord  Creswell's  strange  con- 
duct and  minute  inquiry  with  respect  to  (he 
armlet  she  wore:   as  she  advanced  in    her 
account,  she  hesitated,    from  the  dread  of 
awaking  some  unpleasant  remembrance  in 
the  mind  of  her  friend,  as  she  had  alwavs 
remarked  an  anxiety  on  her  part  to  avoid  a 
recurrence  to  any   thing  connected   with 
the  life  of  Mrs.  Dursley,  or  any  past  events 
attached  to  it. 

Henrietta  unclasped  the  trinket  from  the 
arm  of  Agnes  in  silence;  she  examined  it 
attentively,  but  without  surprise,  and  then 
.'^id — *'  1  never  before  observed  you  wear 
this  ornament." 

"I  never  did  ;  my  mourning  has,  uniii 
the  change  of  this  evening,  been  too  deep 
to  allow  of  it;  but  it  was  the  particular 
desire  of  my  aunt  that  I  should  alvvays  pre- 
lerve  it  with  care;  she  herself  hnd  con- 
G  2  stanily 
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stantly  worn  it,  even  within  the  last  few 
hours  of  her  life,  when  it  was  consigned  to 
me  ;  yet  as  she  delivered  this  trinket,  some 
little  time  before  the  ring  intended  for 
yourself,  I  could  not  but  observe  a  striking 
difference  in  her  manner  attached  1o  each; 
I  thought  she  averted  her  eyes  even  with 
terror  from  the  latter,  while  the  former 
was  bedewed  with  her  tears." 

Henrietta  started  ;  her  colour  changed, 
and,  fixing  her  eyes  on  Agnes^  she  returned 
— "  You  were  a  young  but  a  scrutinizing 
observer,  to  be  so  minute  in  your  delinea- 
tion of  the  scene/' 

"  Her  manner  must  have  been  most  pe- 
culiarly marked  to  k^ve  been  noticed  by 
me,  at  a  moment  when  my  feelings  "were 
"f)vercome  with  anguish  and  afflfctK>n  for  a 
loss  I  could  not  but  dread,  although  of  it^ 
so  near  approach  I  was  not  at  that  time 
sensible.'* 

'  Her  manner,  no  doubt,    was  marked,"' 

peated  Henrietta,  with  a  shuddering: 
movement  of  her  frame  ;  "  it  had  cause  ta 
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be  so.  RccmTcnce  to  Termer  days,  to 
those  more  immediately  spent  with  The- 
resa, anitates  and  distresses  me  too  deeply 
to  be  volunteered  ;  yet  I  will  now  venture 
a  little  further  on  the  theme,  since  you  ha\e 
broached  if;  and  know^  my  young  friend, 
that  this  Creswell,  whose  libertinism  of 
habitSj  and  depravity  of  principles,  have 
nearly  been  fatal  to  your  reputation,  though 
they  were  foiled  in  the  extent  of  the  me- 
ditated injury,  is  no  otlier  than  the  husband 
of  your  aunt " 

*'  And  was  he  then  so  basa  as  to  desert 
her  ?"  interrupted  Agnes. 

*'  Not  so/'  returned  Mrs.  Maitland  ;  ''  it 
was  she  who  eloped  from  hira  ;  but  her 
flight  was  not  then  the  (light  of  gyilt  ; 
it  was  the  penitent  sacrifice  of  one  who 
had  perjured  her  vows  to  God,  in  offering 
them  to  man  !  She  became  a  wife,  after 
having  for  some  months  taken  the  veil  in 
the  convent  of  St.  Jago,  in  your  native  Por- 
tugal:  but  the  fatal  delusion  of  ipye  tri- 
umphed not  lon^  over  liie^  voice  of  con- 
G  3  science; 
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•clence  ;  her  oiUngcd  fairh,  her  vif>}alior» 
of  ihe  sacrcfl  tenets  of  her  religion,  marred 
even  the  earlv  davs  of  conniibia]  bliss  A 
severe  and  dnngerous  illness  completed  the 
horrors  of  the  Catholic  ;  and,  during  that 
sad  period,  she  registered  a  mental  oath, 
if  life  was  spared  to  grant  time  for  all  the 
expiation  in  her  power,  to  offer  up  a  sa- 
crifice more  painful  far  than  abridged  ex- 
istence, to  quit  for  ever  the  arms  of  the 
heretic,  whose  love  and  devotion  had  been 
the  seducers  which  had  overthrown  the 
piety  of  her  soul,  and  consigned  her  to 
destruction.  Health  returned  to  Theresa  ; 
but  with  it  no  forgetfulness  of  that  reso- 
lution which  had  been,  bv  oath,  confirm- 
ed in  the  hour  of  menaced  danger.  She 
secretly  quitted  the  still-enamoured  Cres^ 
Avell,  leaving  for  him  a  letter,  in  a  style 
of  anguish,  and  written  under  such  dread- 
ful conflicts  of  mind,  as  almost  to  defeat 
the  purpose  for  which  she  had  suffered,  by 
attempting  it  at  all ;  and  nearly  left  him  as 
ignorant  of  her  motives  for  the  desertiort, 

from 


from  its  incor.erence,  as  if  no  such  expla- 
nation had  been  given,  being  \s holly  silent 
as  to  her  future  plans  or  destination.  With 
strictest  taution  she  concealed  from  his 
researches  the  place  of  her  seclusion,  con- 
vinced she  had  every  thing  to  dread  from 
the  weakness  of  her  own  heart,  if  she  af- 
forded him  the  opportunity  of  effecting 
a  reunion.  Her  eldest  sister,  who  was  her 
senior  bv  many  years,  was  your  mother; 
and  she  alone  knew  of  the  spot  of  her  re- 
treat; herself  and  husband,  as  you  have 
before  heard,  fell  victims  to  party  suspi- 
cion, and  political  intrigue;  and  you  were 
then  conveyed  by  a  faithful  servant  to  the 
protection  of  your  aunt,  the  affectionate 
but  voluntarily  widowed  wife  !  Even  I  ne- 
ver knew  the  fate  of  Theresa  after  her  mar- 
riage, until  that  letter — that  soul-harrow- 
ing letter  reached  my  hands,  dispatched  by 
yourselfl" 

A  pause  ensued.     Henrietta  sat  as  if  the 

recollection  of  the  contents  of  that  letter 

had  drawn  all  her  faculties  to  that  point  of 

g4         contemplatiort; 
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contemplation  ;  she  gazed  on  her  comps- 
nion,  but  not  with  the  vision  of  observa- 
tion ;  while  poor  A^nes  breathed  the  sigh 
of  melancholy  for  the  fate  of  her  unfor- 
tunate relative. 

**  But  the  ring — to  whom  did  that  at- 
tach?" 

The  colour  faded  from  the  ch.eeks  of 
Henrietta;  there  was  a  livid  h«e  on  her 
complexion,  a  ghastly  expression  ofcoun- 
tenance,  as  she  rejoined — ''  To  one  who 
was  deceived,  injured,  and  betrayed;  the 
\iclim  of  a  deep  successful  plot  !" 

*'  Gracious  Heaven  !  surely  my  aunt 
could  never  have  entered  into  a  conspi- 
racy so  black  as  those  Words  indicate  ?  it  is 
impossible  !  yet/'  she  added,  with  a  pain- 
ful doubt,  '*  in  the  delirium  of  a  dreadful 
fever,  when  memory  seemed  to  hang  over 
the  past,  she  breathed  forth  some  uncor>-^ 
iiected  sentences,  that  spoke  corroboration 
to  the  surmise,  appalling  as  it  is !'' 

**  Beware,  young  woman,  how  you  al- 
lude, in  Buch  harsh  language,  to  this  deed ! 

If 
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If  it  -be  black,  treachergus,  and  infamous, 
it  was  your  now  only  friend  who  was  its 
instigator— your  dearest  relative,  and  pro- 
tecting mother,  who  was  its  perpetrator  ! 
Philip  !"  added  Henrietta,  in  a  hollow 
voice,  ''  Philip !  that  unfortunate  mis- 
guided youth,  perished  in  its  accomplish- 
ment !  yet  no  murderous  hand  was  raised 
ro  strike  the  untimely  blow  ;  he  died,  but 
from  the  effect  of  circumstances,  whose 
direful  issue  was  not  hoped,  though  it 
might  indeed  have  been  feared  1" 

The  feelintjs  of  the  Portuojuese  became 
unnerved  as  she  spoke;  tears  of  anguish 
streamed  down  her  pale  and  ashy  cheeks, 
while  horror  of  the  past  gave  an  awful  ex- 
pression to  her  features. 

*'  Alas  !"  faltered  Agnes,  as  she  gazed 
on  the  convulsed,  agitated  Henrietta, 
"  what  motive  could  have  instigated  ac- 
tions, whose  bare  remembrance  has  now 
the  power  thus  to  overwhelm  your  mind 
and  frame  ?" 

"  Its  instigator  !"  returned  the  hitherto 
c  5  mysterious 
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mysterious  wife,  as  arrogant  contenrprt,  and 
wildest  anger,  alternately  flashed  from  her 
eyes ;  *'  its  instigator !  Scorn,  derision, 
and  neglect  \  say,  were  not  these  enough 
to  steel  a  woman's  soul  to  all  that  re- 
venge could  point,  till  hate  fulfilled ^^hat 
baffled  love  began  ?"  '"^H 

The  heart  of  the  Portuo:uese  a<jain  Ijeat 
high ;  that  spirit  of  defiance,  which  from 
its  earliest  years  had  marked  her  character, 
gave  an  animating  glow  to  her  eloquent 
countenance,  while  from  the  glossy  brif- 
liance  of  her  "  deep  dark  eyes"  there  flash- 
ed a  volume  of  passion;  then  bursting  forth 
into  one  of  those  invectives,  which  at 
times  appeared  to  afford  the  only  relief  to 
her  swellinsbosom.she  continued — **Mait- 
land  !  false,  perfidious,  ungenerous  Mait- 
land  !  at  once  the  dearest  object  of  my 
iirst  and  sanguine  love,  the  victim  of 
tiiy  direst,  fellest  hate  !  the  power  has 
been  mine  to  torture  and  overwhelm 
ihec  !  Philip,  thou  didst  innocently  pe- 
rish by  the  means  of  Henrietta;  yet    will 
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she  glory  in  the  prosecution  of  her  re- 
venge V* 

At  this  moment  when  the  word  *'  re- 
venge" sounded  on  the  beauteous  lips  of 
the  Portuguese,  a  loud  ringing  at  the  bell 
was  succeeded  by  sounds  of  tumultuous 
confusion,  and  a  strange  discordant  noise 
struck  on  the  affrighted  ears  of  the  timid 
Agnes,  which  momentarily  increased  as 
footsteps  approached ;  the  clamour  drew  yet 
nearer;  for  the  national  wailingsof  an  Hi- 
bernian assembly  of  the  lower  order  pre- 
ceded the  body  of  a  man,  which,  borne  in 
the  arms  of  three  others,  was  now  lain  at 
the  feet  of  Henrietta. 

The  heart-rending  shriek  which  seemed 
to  issue  from  the  very  soul  of  the  tortured 
wife,  recognized  the  breathless  remains  of 
him  she  had  so  recently  avowed  her  ability 
and  inclination  to  pursue  with  direst  proofs 
of  hate.  She  threw  herself  beside  him  in 
agonies,  such  as  the  strongest  mental  suffer- 
ing could  alone  have  inflicted ;  she  called 
f^  6  upon 
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upon  him  by  the  tcnderest  names  of  lover 
and  of  friend  ! 

**  And  was  he  not  also  your  husband  ?" 
inquired  one  of  the  foremost  of  the  three. 

The  exclamations  of  Henrietta  ceased. 
Extended  upon  the  yet  bleeding  corpse, 
she  raised  herself  on  her  knees  beside  it, 
and  threw  back  the  luxuriant  hair,  which 
the  attitude  she  had  at  first  assumed  had 
disordered  over  her  beautiful  face,  as  with 
inexplicable  expression  of  countenance 
she  repeated — "  Yes,  he  was  also  rtiy  hus- 
band;  be  that  remembered,  poor  suffering 
wife  r  lost,  undone  Henrietta!"  Then> 
relapsing  into  agonies  as  of  some  harrow^ 
ing  reflection,  she  sunk  in  convulsions  on 
the  floor. 

The  hofrgr  which  had  seized  the  facul- 
ties of  Agnes  had  hitherto  superseded  i^- 
collection;  she  had  been  stunned  by  the 
jiwful  scene  before  her;  but  exertion  was 
jiow  necessary,  and  she  assisted  in  convey- 
ing to  her  own   chainber   the    mysterious 

invalid; 
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invalid  ;  and  then  returned  to  see  that  res- 
toratives were  immediately  administered, 
and  medical  aid  summoned  for  the  un- 
happy Maitiand  ;  l^it  all  w^s  varn  ;  Jife  hacl 
lied  its  habitation,  and  the  mangled  form 
of  the  hapless  sufferer  was  conveyed:  ihto 
another  apartment.  ''•  ^-^r'ci 

In  answer  to  her  eager  inquiries,  she 
learnt  that  a  stranger,  who  appeared  ill  and 
miserable,  had  taken  lodgings  in  a  small 
cottage,  inhabited  by  an  Englishwoman, 
the  widow  of  a  native  of  that  spot/  and 
that  he  had  been  much  in  the  habit  of  wad- 
dering  among  jhe  rocks  with  which  the 
hamlet  was  surrounded  ;  that  on  the  present 
occasion  he  had  taken  th£  only  child  of 
the  widow,  a  boy  of  seven  years  old^  c^  hb 
had  frequently  done  before,  to  be  the 
companion  of  his  rambles  ;  but  having  de- 
tained him  out  later  than  usual,  and  fear- 
ing the  consequent  alarm  of  his  mother, 
had  endeavoured  to  discover  a  nearer  road 
home,  and,  in  so  doing,  had  proceeded  first 
to  ascertain  the  safety  of  the  path  ;  but  un- 
5  fortunately 
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fortunately  his  foot  slipt,  he  had  lost  his 
hold,  and  was  instantly  precipitated  into  the 
tremendous  cavity  beneath:  the  child,  not 
aware  of  the  dangerous  extent  of  the  in- 
jury, had  carefully  gained  the  ground  in 
safety;  but  at  length  alanned  at  not  being 
joined  by  his  conductor,  had  ran  home  with 
the  intelligence. 

The  body  was  soon  discovered  ;  and  they 
hastened  for  assistance  to  some  of  the 
nearest  houses;  at  one  of  these  they  acci- 
dentally met  with  a  servant  of  Mr.  Mait^- 
land's  establishment,  who,  in  the  mangled 
■stranger,  with  infinite  astonishment,  recog- 
nized his  own  master;  and  by  him  they 
had  been  directed  where  to  convey  the 
body. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  A^II. 

ji.'j    -:i;         Let  the  tortcnt  joar  I     , 
It  earn  but  ovcrwbelm  roe  m  iis  fall;  -      , 

And  iife  and  dtaih  arc  now  ahija  to  me.      SoujHE»if. 

'.Y'Tj'nor. 

J  ibdaghi  his  pride,  and  the  disdainful  manner 
In  ivhich  he  treated  all  my  constant  sufferings. 
Had  broke  my  fetters,  and  assur'd  my  freedom : 

Alas!  I  did  not  see 
That  ail  the  malice  of  my  heart  was  IbvV, 
Triumphing  thus  and  yet  a  captive  still  r   '^    "PiriifW; 


The  Brothers, 

The  wretched  victim  of  high  unbending 
passions,  the  widowed  Henrietta,  was  now 
lain  on  the  bed  of  illness,  an  object  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  those  blended  sensations  of 

horror 
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horror  and  compassion,  that  must  ever 
meet  in  the  breast  of  the  truly  humane, 
even  though  jhey  behold  the  perh-aps^ 
merited  sufferings  of  a  sinner. 

A  fever  of  considerable  violence  wrapt 
her  senses  for  a  time  in  a  delirium,  that  did 
not,  however,  :Cpun{<?ract  the  anguish  of 
mental  retrospection  ;  for  thought,  even  in 
its  present  incoherent  and  distracted  state, 
yet  rested  on  the  past,  to  which  temporary 
irisanitj^  gave' the  wildest  imagery  of  even 
aggravated  horror. 

The'  day  •  iirnsfr'  Hh^  melancholy  catas- 
trophe of  tlie  ^iiiiliappy  Maitland,  Agnes 
received  a  letter  from  lord  Creswell ;  it 
was  couched  in  terms  of  respect,  fardifre- 
rent  Jroni„his  former  manner:  while  he 
implored,  with  expressions  of  the  strong- 
est interest,  for  an  interview^ ;  adding,  that 
when  he  acknowledged  the  being  whose 
^f^te.&hje^ appeared  to  possess  the  clue  to 
jelupidate  had  beerrthe  object  of  his  lirst 
and  most  honourable  connubial  love,  he 
trusted  it  wouldeflTaccfrom  her  mind  every 

idea 
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icJra  of  irrpropricty  in  grantinfr  his  urgent 
jntreaties^  coiuliulinj;  with  the  offer  p^  - 
every  apolouy  lani^wage  could  devise  for 
his  past  iiniijenerous  conduct  towards  her- 
F,elf,  which  had  been  grounded,  though  it 
could  not  be  defended  thereby,  on.  ejrQ- 
neous  appearances,  conne^t^d;.  \vith  hjs 
havitig  been  orijiinaUy  made  known  to  K^r 
under  the  roof  and  proteelipn  of  Mr^. 
Bagley.  -     .       . 

Those  palliatives,  which  appeareid  to 
have  rested  s^ufnciently  upon  the  mind  of 
lord  Creswell^  as  with  him  tp  amount  nearly 
to  sutncient  apologies  for  his  past  conduct 
towards  her,  weighed  not  with  equal  force 
upon  the  recolleciion  of  Agnes;  all  inter- 
course with  hini  would,  therefore/  hav.e 
been  rejected,  if  he  had  not  possessed  , a 
claim  upon  her  attention,  as  the  husband 
of  her  late  respected  protectress;  she  con- 
sequently did  not  delay  a  reply  ;  but  as 
she  was  yet  but  partially  informed  p^  tho6c 
events  connected  with  Ilenrietta,jih^  knew 
not  how  far  she  might  ventur^f  A:  c,9mnni« 

nication 
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j)ication  of  tiiose  already  confided  to  her,- 
lest  she  should  supply  him  with  materials 
lo  do  still  further  mischief;  she  therefore 
Oi)ly  briefly  informed  him,  that  the  There- 
sa of  whose  fate  he  appeared  ignorant 
had  long  since  been  numbered  with  the 
dead  ;  and  this  intelligence  she  conveved 
in  such  gentle  and  cautions  terms,  as  her 
own  sensibility  dictated  ;  but  at  the  same 
lime  made  no  mention  of  her  own  relative 
connexion,  lest  it  should  hnve  proved  an 
ostensible  means  of  his  intrusion  upon  her 
hereafter;  and,  at  I  he  present  moment, 
she  offered,  as  an  ample  excuse  for  brevity, 
and  as  a  barrier  to  a  renewal  of  corre?- 
pondence,  the  dangerous  state  of  health 
-  of  Mrs.  Maitland,  and  the  impassibility  of 
quitting  her  for  ever  so  short  a  period. 

With  indefatigable  care,  and  zealous 
gratitude,  the  amiable  Agnes  watched  over 
her  invalid  benefactress,  being  her  most 
active  and  attentive  nurse,  and  tender  sup- 
porter, for  many  weeks  of  dreadful  and 
aliinning  illness,  during  which  time  the  re- 
mains 
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mains  of  the  unFortiinate  Maitland  had,  ac- 
cording to  the  expressed  desire  of  the  af- 
flicted lord  Shirley,  been  convened  to  Eng- 
land, to  be  there  deposiretl  in  the  family 
vault.  As  the  fever  graduallv  abated,  the 
delirium  vanished  ;  and  Henrietta  became 
sensible  of  the  kind  and  affectionate  cares 
of  her  young  companion. 

With  the  extreme  debility  of  corporeal 
strength,  from  the  effects  of  fever,  that 
mental  violence  of  disposition  which  had 
characterized  the  Portuguese,  became,  in  a 
sreat  desrree,  allayed. 

The  sudden  appalling  sight  of  the  man- 
gled corpse  of  him  who  had  so  long  been 
the  object  of  her  vindictive  vengeance,  had 
arrested,  with  force  of  maddening  influ- 
ence, the  current  of  rageful  fury;  and  as 
her  victim  lay  before  her,  doathed  in  the 
most  heart-rending  horrid  liverv  of  death, 
she  experienced  that  dread  transiiion  of 
feeling,  which  appertains  to  the  direful  ex- 
tremes of  love  and  hatred,  which  we  may 
pronounce    to    be    among    the    unnatural 

emotions 
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^01  or  ions  of  the  feniuie  brcasf,  althouglr 
real,  life  ha^  presented  the.  Rxbtence  of 
wo.'nen  capable  of  arknowledgia^^  (heir  in- 
rM'ence ;  and  had  Henrietta  even  carried 
her  revenue  to  the  length  of  an  Hermione, 
she  would,  h'ke  her,  have  nioiirned  and  ber 
wailed ^ihe-hcro,  whose  misery,  de:*th,;  and 
destruction,  she  had  planiied  and  assisted  to 
e>iecute. 

8iic^  are  the  straage  contradiction*  of 
bninan  nature,  M'hicli, at  times  has  caused 
the  historic. page  to  riy.il  the  marvellous  of 
romance^  and  given  to  reality  those  unpro- 
babilities,  that  a  novel-writer  attsmpting' 
to  imitate  in  their  full  extent,  would,  ia 
his  narrative,  be,  pevhaps,  pronoijuced  nm- 
possibilities. 

The  delicate  attentions,  ajid  amiable  so- 
jiGitude;.qr  Ali^s  Dursley,  won  the  confi- 
d^r*4:e  of  tl>e  wretched  widow,  who  at  times 
iinburthened  her  tortured  bosom  of  its  long 
pent-up  woes,  by  rehiting  some  of  those 
pa-st  eyej)ts  which  had  finally  linked  the 
tj.ei>tinies  of  Maiiland   and   herself.     From 

these 
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these  detached  confessions,  wrung  by  con- 
trition from  the  lacerated  heart  of  the  so 
late  vindictive  Henrietta,  the  whole  narra- 
tive of  connecting  circumstances  became 
eventiiallv  eliici dated,  and  were  such  as  are 
now  offered  to  the  reader. 

Steplien  viscount  Sliirley  had  two  sons, 
by  a  marriage  with  his  tousin,  the  por- 
lionJess  but  amiable  Margaret,  who  died 
not  very  long  after  the  birth  of  her  last 
child. 

Parental  partialirv,  that  fatal  source  of 
<}omestic  feuds,  and  which  dates  its  origin 
so  ofien  from  unaccountable  caprice,  se- 
vered the  fraternal  afT'ection  oi'  the  bro- 
thers ,'  i\nd  the  junior  f«om  earlio&t  voufhy 
berame  the  little  tyrant  of  tht"  family. 
Natl. re  had  bestowed  upon  hitn  pers6nal 
attractions  far  beybnd  th<)<?e  df^his  brother; 
but  his  heart  v;as  no  srrailarlv  fatf  sift  from 
this  common  mother  ;  or  If  It  were,  habits 
of  pernicious  ir.duigence  had  perverted 
It  into  all  that  was  repfehensiWe  ^n'd  un- 
worthv. 

The 
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proved 'him  amply  (leservinror!  the  care  and 
interest  of  the  excellent  Mannox. 

Years  passed,  on,  still  no  change  occnr* 
red  in  the  sentiments  of  ^ord  Shirley ;  and* 
as  if  he  wished-  to  distinguish,  in  the  most 
public  manner  possible,  between  his  off- 
spring, and  to  proclaim  i  to  the  world  at 
large  his  intention  of  wholly  alienating 
the  favourite  son  from  the  hated  heir,  he 
sent  the  vouths  to  different  seminaries,  and 
filially  to  separate  universities. 

With  the  increasing  age  of  Clement,  the 
friendship  of  Mr.  Mannox  strengthened  ,* 
and  to  hinfi  he  looked  ('or  that  counsel,  ad- 
vice, and  atfection,  which  was  refused  him 
from  that  beia^g.  to  whom  he  was  bound 
by  the  strongest  ties  of  nature.  . 

He  had  now  become  still  more  than  ever 
the  objecj  of  unjust  aversion,  and  even  of 
a-father's  parsimony,  who, aware  that. when 
dfearh-.  closed  the  scene  over  himself,  he 
could  not  withhold  from  the  first  born  the 
chtaiied  estates  of  his  ancestors,  resolved, 

while 
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%vhile  living,  to  reserve  that  income  wlncli 
was  JLisfly  due  to  his  elder  son,  to  add  to  a 
private  provision  for  his  junior  idol. 

Little  intercourse  subsisted  between  the 
brothers;  and  cold  civility  was  all  that 
passed  when,  by  accident,  they  met. 
Through  the  medium  of  the  friendly  inte- 
rest of  Mr.  Mannox,  he  procured  a  compa- 
ny for  Clement  in  a  militia  regiment,  com- 
manded by  his  brother-in-law ;  and  on  this 
slender  pay,  with  the  scanty  pittance  al- 
lowed him  by  the  viscount,  the  heir  of 
those  wealthy  domains  attached  to  the 
House  of  Shirley  was  compelled  to  subsist, 
in  temporary  obscurity. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  the  heart 
of  our  unfortunate  became  captive  to  the 
daughter  of  'colonel  Hammond,  whose 
])eauty  and  accomplishments  were  the 
theme  of  the  garrison,  of  which  her  father's 
regiment  formed  a  parr.  The  attentions 
of  another  gentleman,  of  very  consider- 
-able  fortune  and  otlier  recommendations, 
who  at  this  time  began   to  distinguish   the 

VOL.  in.  H  blr^omiuir 
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proved  lum  amp]y>  c]eser>[in<^'i  the  care   and 
interest  of  the  excellent  Mannox. 

Years  passed  on,  stiil  no  chantre  occnr- 
red'in  the  sentiments  of  lord  Shirley;  and, 
a^  ir  he  wished  to  distinguish,  in  the  most 
public  manner  possible,  between  his  off- 
spring, and  to  proclaim  i to  the  world  at 
large  his  intention  of  wholly  alienatin<r 
the  favourite  son  from  the  hated  heir,  he 
sent  the  youths  to  different  seminaries,  and 
finally  to  separate  universities. 

With  the  increasing  age  of  Clement,  the 
friendship  of  Mr.  Munnox  strengthened  ; 
and  to  him  he  looked  for  that  counsel,  ad- 
vice, and  arfection,  which  was  refused  him 
from  that  being  to  whom  he  was  bound 
by  the  strongest  ties  of  nature.  . 

He  had  now  become  still  more  than  ever 
the  objecj  of  unjust  aversion,  and  even  of 
a'Tather's  parsimony,  who,  aware  that  when 
dfearh.  closed  the  scene  over  himself,  he, 
could  not  withhold  from  the  first  born  the 
entailed  estates  of  his  ancestors^  resolved, 

while 
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'»vhile  living,  to  reserve  that  income  wliicK 
was  jiisfly  due  to  his  elder  son,  to  add  to  a 
private  provision  for  his  junior  idol. 

Little  intercourse  subsisted  between  the 
brothers;  and  cold  civility  was  all  that 
passed  when,  by  accident,  they  met. 
Through  the  medium  of  the  friendly  inte- 
rest of  Mr.  Mannox,  he  procured  a  compa- 
ny for  Clement  in  a  militia  regiment,  com- 
manded by  his  brother-in-law ;  and  on  this 
slender  pay,  with  the  scanty  pittance  al- 
lowed him  by  the  viscount,  the  heir  of 
those  wealthy  domains  attached  to  the 
House  of  Shirley  was  compelled  to  subsist, 
in  temporary  ohsciiritv. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  the  heart 
of  our  unfortunate  became  captive  to  the 
daughter  oi^  'colonel  Ilam.mond,  whose 
])eauty  and  accomplishments  were  the 
theme  of  the  garrison,  of  which  her  father's 
regiment  formed  a  parr.  Tlie  attentions 
of  another  gentleman,  of  \ery  consider- 
able fortune  and  other  recommendations, 
who  at  this  time  began   to  distinguish   the 

VOL.  in.  H  bIr)omin2 
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blooming  Harriet  by  much  marked  atten- 
tion,  hastened  the  addresses  of  captain 
Maitland,  whose  warm  and  sanguine  allec- 
tion  overleaping  the  bounds  of  prudence 
and  rationality,  made  a  precipitate  offer  of 
his  hand  to  her  whom  appearance  led  him 
to  conclude  was  amply  deserving  of"  all  his 
love. 

The  blushing  Harriet  referred  him  to 
her  father,  with  ih?,t  soft  and  timid  hesita- 
tion which,  giving  ^^  suspense  all  the  de- 
lusive charms  of  hope,  heightens  the  pas- 
sion of  love.  Colonel  Hammond  greeted 
the  communication  of  Clement  with  that 
undisguised  satisfaction  which  proved  he 
had  no  enemy  in  him  to  apprehend;  yet 
the  prudent  father  premised  his  own  con- 
sent, by  captain  Maitland  obtaining  that 
of  the  viscount,  adding,  that  under  such 
circumstances  alone  he  would  sanction 
fheir  union. 

To  lord  Shirley  then  our  sanguine  lover 
repaired ;  but  cold  and  unfeeling  was  the 
jfjegative  which  chilled  his  suit.  With  stern 

and 
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and  relentless  frown,  his  lordship  avowed 
his  disapprobation  of  any  matrimonial  en- 
gagements being  formed  by  either  of  his 
sons,  until  a  later  period  of  life,  alledging 
they  were  both  of  them,  as  yet,  too  young 
and  inexperienced  to  decide  so  important 
an  election.  The  refusal  of  his  lordship 
did  not,  in  fact,  arise  from  the  interest  he 
felt  in  either  the  happiness  or  misery  of  a 
child  he  had  always  undeservedly  abiiorrcd, 
but  upon  a  reliance  on  the  doctrine  of 
chance,  which  might  possibly,  by  removing 
the  immediate  heir,  open  the  succession  to 
his  less  fortunate  brother,  if  no  descend- 
ants of  his  own  intervened  to  bar  the  fonJ 
hope,  which,  so  long  nurtured,  now  almost 
amounted  to  expectation.  Every  expos- 
tulation became  consequenfly  unavailing; 
and  sent  Clement  from  the  presence  of  his 
obdurate  parent,  decided  upon  an  appeal 
to  his  early  and  never-failing  friend,  Mr. 
Mannox,  before  he  again  ventured  an  in- 
terview with  his  beloved  Harriet  ;  he 
therefore  ordered  his  horse  to  be  immedi- 
H  9  atclv 
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^tely  made  ready,  before  the  niaht  should 
be  too  far  advanced,   to  admit  the  visit  he 
meditated  to  his  faithful   counsellor;  and, 
in  order   to   avoid   the   probability  of  en- 
countering any  of  the  family  in   the   inte- 
rim, who  should  read   in    his  countenance 
ihe  distraction  of  his  mind,  he  retreated  to 
a  retired  and  not   often    frequented    room 
on  the  ground  floor,  where  he  had  scarcely 
thrown  himself  into  a  chair,  when  the  door 
unclosisd,  ;ind  he  beheld  his  brother  advance 
towards  him.     Clement  rose,  with  that  sort 
of  general   politeness  he  would  have   ob- 
served  to   a    stranger,    and    such,    indeed, 
Francis   might  have    been   truly  styled   ♦-> 
him  ;  but,    contrary    to   his  usual  custom, 
the  latter  extended  his  hand,    and    greeted 
him  with  mor*j  of  cordiality  than  h.e  had  at 
any  time  before  evinced;  while,  with  ap- 
parent interest   and   regard,   he   expressed 
his  fears  that  something  of  an   unpleasant 
nature   had  recently  passed   between  him 
and  his  father,  sinee  he  had  just  met   the 
bUer,  whose  looks  indicated   the  state   of 

his 
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his  mind  to  be  that  of  extreme  irritability ; 
and  the  depressed,  gloomy,  meditative 
mood  in  which  he  had  just  surprised  Cle- 
ment, had  fullv  confirmed  his  fears  of  the 
result  of  that  priyate  interview  he  had 
heard  him  solicit. 

Something  like  contempt  hung  on  the 
lip  of  the  ill-treated  Clement,  as  his  breast 
swelled  with  indignation  at  the  remem-' 
bered  wrongs  he  had  from  childhood  sus- 
tained, from  the  unjust  partiality  which  had 
been  invariably  evinced  to  this  younger 
brother,  who,  from  infancy,  had  been  en-^ 
couraged  and  protected  in  tyrannizing' 
over  him,  with  all  the  insolent  barbarism  of 
that  juvenile  despotism  which  uncurbed 
indulgence  so  rapidly  matures,  and  which 
the  growth  of  reason  had  not  corrected  in- 
the  instance  before  us. 

The  silence  of  Clement  was  expressive 
of  what  he  felt,  for  his  countenance  knew 
not   disguise;  it  was  the  mirror  of  an  in- 
genuous  feeling    heart;    and    the    colour 
H  3  heightened 


150      THE  INHABITANTS  OF  EARTH. 

heightened  on  the  fine  attractive  features 
of  Francis,  as  he  marked  the  scale  of  esti- 
mation in  which  he  was  yet  recrarded  by 
his  brother,  who  had  met  his  offered  hand 
with  the  most  frigid  ceremony. 

Francis  appeared  agitated ;  he  turned 
away,  and  then  again,  as  if  irresolute,  half 
advanced  towards  Clement,  who  had  ap- 
proached a  window,  impatiently  looking 
for  the  arrival  of  his  servant  and  horses — 
*''  Am  I  then  to  conclude,'^  said  Francis,  in 
a  firm  and  serious  tone,  ''  that  you  mean 
to  repel  me  at  once,  both  as  a  friend  and 
a  brother.^" 

''  To  regard  you  as  the  former,  you  have 
never  yet  put  in  my  power;  when  you  do 
the  one,  I  may  recollect  the  claims  you  have 
upon  me  for  the  other:  from  infancy,  I 
have  been  unconscious  of  any  cause  why 
I  have  been  held  an  alien  to  the  ties  of 
blood." 

*'  And,"  returned  Francis,  "  are  the  er- 
rors of  the   child   to  be   held   in   remem.- 

bra  nee. 
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brance,  when  he  not  only  passes  into  man- 
hood, but  renounces  the  continuance  of 
them  ?" 

-'  We  are  told  that  to  knov;  ourselves 
is  the  most  diiTicult  lesson  to  be  acquired  ; 
yet  I  thini<  misfortune  has  therein  been  my 
tutor  ;  and  surely,  if  I  am  right,  malice  at- 
taches not  to  my  nature,  nor  does  a  vindic* 
tive  spirit  iniluence  me;  but  memory  re- 
fuses to  aid  your  appeal  by  inference;  in 
no  one  instance  of  advanced  life,  have  you, 
by  a  single  act  of  kindness,  swept  from  its- 
tablet  the  records  of  the  past." 

"  Your  reproaches  doubly  wound  me, 
from  a  consciousness  of  their  justice,"  re- 
plied Francis;  *'  but  do  not  impute  the 
origin  to  unworthy  motives,  but  rather 
from  what  1  now  feel  to  have  been  a  re- 
prehensible thoughtlessness,  and  a  want  of 
consideration,  natural  attendants  upon  a 
gay  and  dis^-ipafed  career  of  pleasure,  in- 
to whrch  perhaps  I  have  too  freelv  plunged, 
connected  also  with  accidental  occurrences, 
which  have  never  placed  it  in  my  power 
Ji  4  to 
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fo  eviricc  my  altered  character:  I  have  dis- 
claimed professions,  while  my  actions  have 
r,o.t  been  allowed  to  confirm  their  sincerity  : 
-while  angered,  perhaps  unjustly,  by  the 
continued  estrangement  of  vour  man- 
ner,  I  have  rather  avoided  than  sought 
you,  until  I  found  m.yself  enabled  to  give 
proof  of  my  inclination  to  unite  the  pre- 
cious name  of  friend  with  that  of  brother. " 

Clement,  entii-ely  conquered  by  the  issue 
of  this  unexpected  and  unlooked-for  in- 
terview, for  the  first  time  in  his  life  threw 
himself  upon  the  breast  of  Francis:  sub- 
dued by  recent  affliction  and  present  kind- 
ness, he  blushed  at  the  injustice  of  the 
sentiments  he  had  entertained  on  his  bro- 
ther's character,  and  at  his  own  treasured 
dislike  of  so  near  a  connexion,  to  whom 
his  heart  had  been  closed  from  the  earliest 
era  of  remembrance.  He  candidly  con- 
fessed all  he  felt;  and  mutual  exchange  of 
forgiveness  was  ttie  groundwork  of  a  bond 
of  future  good  fellowship  between  them. 

Clement   no  longer  guarded    his  secret 

from 
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from  participation,  and  was  inexpressibly 
relicved  by  the  interest  he  had  excited  in 
the  bosom  of  Francis;  he  accepted,  with' 
gratitude,  his  generous  offer  of  service,  and 
readily  assented  to  the  means  pointed  out 
to  effect  it:  he  agreed  with  Francis,  on  his 
statement  of  reasons  for  the  measure,  that 
some  little  delay  was  necessary  to  permit 
the  anger  of  lord  Shirley  to  subside,  as 
they  both  felt  assured  that"  colonel  Ham- 
mond would  turn  with  strong  resentment 
from  the  least  demur  in  any  family,  allied 
as  she  was,  to  receive  his  daughter,  and  that' 
at  the  present  moment,  si»ch  was  very  likely 
to  arise  from  the  recent  displeasure  of  their 
father.  Their  plans  thus  adjusted,  the 
brothers  separated  ;  and  Clement,  in  pur- 
suance of  their  scheme,  immediately  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence  from  colonel  Ham- 
mond, whose  daughter  and  Francis  were 
alone  in  possession  of  the  real  motives 
^'hich  influenced  him;  while  the  viscount 
received  it  as  a  proof  of  an  acquiescence 
in  his  decision. 

u  5  GHA4?^ 
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CHAP.  IX. 


Yet  tell  me  then,  the  maid  who  knows, 

Why  deepened  on  her  cheek  the  rose  ?  Scott. 


•*  The  work  of  fate 
Is  bearing  on ;  its  issue  wait." 

The  Cousins^. 

There  was  in  the  character  of  Clement  arr 
almost  credulous  confidence,  that  arose 
from  the  ingenuous  candour  of  his  own 
disposition,  wholly  free  from  that  worldly 
policy  and  circumspect  caution,  which  par- 
takes but  too  largely  of  suspicion,  and 
sometimes  cunning.  He  had  soon  cause 
to  lament  this  trait  of  disposition,  if  the 
loss  of  a  woman,   fickle  and  inconstant  as 

Harriet 
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Harriet  Hammond,  could  be  deemed  a  mis- 
fortune. Yes,  Francis  Maitland  had,  in 
maturer  years,  added  to  the  depraved  pro- 
pensities of  his  earlier  life,  the  dangerous^ 
talent  of  dissimulation  ;  the  beauty  of  Miss 
Hammond  had  enslaved  his  senses,  before 
she  had  become  the  avowed  object  of  his 
brother's  addresses;  and  to  supplant  him, 
he  formed  the  plot,  which  had  been  but 
too  successfully  practised  ;  thus  the  affected 
friend  had  become  the  treacherous  rival; 
while  the  absence  of  Clement,  so  artfully 
advised,  allowed  the  desirable  opportuni- 
tics  for  the  further  prosecution  of  his  plan. 
Harriet,  whose  ambition,  perhaps^  had 
principally  stimulated  to  encourage  the 
pretensions  of  the  heir  of  Shirley,  soon 
resigned'her  heart  to  the  assiduity  of  the 
attractively  handsome,  and  insidiously-pro- 
fessing Francis;  she  became  his  wife,  at 
that  very  period  when  the  wary  deceiver 
had  been  fostering  the  most  sanguine  hope 
in  the  breast  of  the  candid  and  unsuspi- 
sious  Clement,  by  his  pretended  confi- 
H-  6  dence 
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clence  in  the  secret  preference  of  Harrief, 
^vhich  the  disapprobation  of  colonel  Ham- 
inond  alone  prevented  from  being  avowed. 
With  any  other  man  thus  circumstanced, 
the  naturally  strong  indignation  and  vivid 
resentment  of  captain  Maitland  would  have 
induced  an  immediate  appeal  to  that  most 
destructive  and  erroneous  of  tribunals,  the 
sword  ;  but  as  it  was,  the  ties  of  blood 
^veie  remembered  ;  and  the  ill-starred,  wn- 
fortunate  victim  of  parental  aversion,  fra- 
ternal duplicity,  and  the  treacherous  un- 
certainty of  love,  was  ]eft  to  mourn  and 
lament  his  fate  with  his  early  friend,  the 
sympathizing  Mann  ox. 

Death  shortly  after  terminated  the  ca- 
reer of  lord  Shirley  ;  and  Clement  became 
a  more  deserving  representative  of  the  ho- 
nours of  this  noble  house  ;  while  to  Fran- 
cis was  willed  all  that  fortune  his  partial 
father  had  accumulated  to  enrich  his  worth- 
less favourite. 

But  it  was  not  the  acquisition  of  wealth 
;\r»d  rank,  those  baubles  only   enviable  to 

the 
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the  little  mind,  that  was  calculated  to  sooth 
the  sorrows  which  had  been  inflicted  en 
the  heart  of  poor  Clement!  friendship  was 
the  more  successful  anodyne  ;  and,  linked 
with  friendship,  we  mav  and  a  softer  sen- 
timent of  interest,  from  the  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr.  Mannox,  who  had,  in 
childhood,  learned  to  pity  the  sufierings 
of  her  neglected,  heart-broken  playfellow, 
till  pity  had  ripened  into  love,  and  love 
had  eventually  taught  her  to  hold  almost 
in  veneration  the  virtues  of  her  amiable 
companion,  when  maturer  years  gave 
larger  field  for  their  display,  uniil,  in  her 
eyes,  he  realized  perfection.  But  love,  ia 
the  heart  of  the  timid,  gentle,  unassuming 
Phoebe,  was  a  sentiment  of  so  tender  and 
endearing  a  nature,  that  reason,  while  it 
checked  its  growth  as  a  passion,  did  not 
repel  its  milder  influence. 

Tlie  disposition  of  the  young  lord  Shir- 
ley naturally  turned  to  the  enjoyments  of 
domestic  life :  wholly  destitute  of  ambi- 
tion, and  without   inclination   for  dissipa- 

tioUj 
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tion,  his  character  was  peculiarly  formed 
to  shine  distinguished,  as  the  aflectionate 
husband,  and  the  tender  father.  While 
thus  Reflection  busied  herself  with  conju- 
gal scenery,  his  lordship  could  not  but 
mark  the  rising  blush,  and  half-averted  eyes 
of  the  unaffected  l^hoebe,  whenever  he  ap- 
proached her;  nor  was  vanity  required  to 
f  construe  the  source  of  this  embarrassment:^ 
from  having  been  deceived  in  the  profes- 
sions of  a  woman,  the  viscount  turned  the 
more  naturally  to  her,  whose  disposition 
had  been  known  to  him  from  her  eailiest 
years,  and  whose  education  he  had  seen- 
completed  and  perfected,  beneath  the  se- 
dulous and  judicious  care  of  excellent  ex- 
emplary parents.  Love  had  fatally  preci- 
pitated his  first  election  ;  and  Reason  he 
now  resolved  should  be  the  instigator  of 
his  present ;  while,  as  he  dwelt  on  the  fe- 
minine virtues,  and  the  winning  tender- 
ness of  Phc^be's  character,  his  pensive  mind 
again  became  illumined  by  the  radiance  of 
hope,  whose  effulgence  can  only  be  lasting 

and 
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and  siiuere,  when  its  light  is  struck  from 
the  flint  of  rationality. 

The  breast  of  Mr.  Mannox  glowed  with 
the  most  gratifying  feelings,  as  he  even- 
tually resigned  his  daughter  to  the  arms  of 
this  favourite  young  friend,  and  hailed  him 
as  a  son,' to  whom  he  had  long  supplied 
the  place  of  a  father!  his  family  and  con- 
sideration in  society  sanctioned  the  elec- 
tion of  lord  Shirley  with  the  world  in  ge- 
neral ;  and  this  worthy  man  now  reaped 
the  reward  of  that  disinterested  benevo- 
lence, which  had  guided  his  conduct  to- 
wards the  amiable,  neglected,  and  suffer- 
ins:  Clement  Maitland. 

Three  years  of  connubial  life  rolled  over 
the  heads  of  the  young  couple,  and  each 
still  blessed  the  tie  that  had  linked  their 
fate  in  one.  Either  a  latent  apprehension 
that  his  wife  might  be  rendered  uneasy  by 
a  dread  of  his  yet  lingering  attachment  to 
the  faithless  Harriet,  or  the  strong  efifects 
of  indignant  anger  at  the  dupe  he  had 
been  rendered,  by  the  combined  treachery 

of 
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of  herself  and  his  brother,  made  lord  Shir- 
ley averse  to  tendering  inquiries  as  to  the 
present  pursnits  of  this  undeserving  pair; 
and  as  his  lordship  resided  wholly  in  the 
North  of  England,  while  his  brother  was 
wedded  to  the  metropolis,  no  communica- 
tion of  anv  ki^nd  occurred  durins:  these 
three  years  of  domestic  happiness. 

It  was  about  the  termination  of  this  pe^ 
riod  of  time,  that  lord  Shirley  learned  from 
casual  intelligence,  his  misguided  brother 
had  become  entirely  devoted  to  the  des- 
tructive vice  of  gaming  ;  while  the  light 
conduct  of  his  young  and  beautiful  wife 
had  already  been  severely  commented  up- 
on, as,  at  best,  teeming  with  imprudence 
and  impropriety. 

This  account  did  not  long  precede  the 
event  of  a  dangerous  illness,  occasioned 
to  Mr.  Maitland  by  the  bursting  of  a  blood- 
\essel  in  a  paroxysm  of  rage,  produced  by 
jealousy  of  his  wife,  in  having  unexpect- 
edly broken  in  upon  a  very  interesting  and 
suspicious  Ule-d-Ute  with  a  young  man   of 

notorious 
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;.  ^iorioiis  gallantry,  to  whom  many  of  the 
haut  tan  had  already  awarded  the  plume  of 
conquest  over  the  conjugal  fidelity  of  the 
IVail  Mi-s.  Maitlanil. 

This  accident,  although  it  did  not  pro- 
duce immediate  dissolution,  yet  its  effects 
a  few  months  afterwards  terminated  the 
existence  of  Francis.  The  conduct  of  his 
wife,  however,  had,  in  the  interim,  become 
so  unlicensed,  as  to  have  obliged  a  separa- 
tion, had  life  been  prolonged  to  the  hus- 
band ;  and  under  the  conviction  that  Har- 
riet was  no  proper  protectress  of  his  child, 
the  unhappy  father,  whom  a  long,  painful, 
and  tedious  illness  had  brought  to  a  sense 
of  past  misconduct  and  unworthiness,  now 
wrote  a  letter  of  contrite  supplication  to 
his  injured  brother,  in  which  he  implored 
of  him  forfjiveness,  in  language  the  most 
penitent  and  distressing  ;  while  he  strenu- 
ously recommended  to  his  care  his  orphan 
boy,  for  whom  a  dying  father  pled. 

Lord  Shirley,  on  the  receipt  of  this  let- 
ter, hastened  to  town,  in  person  to  reply  ; 
but   Francis   was   no    longer   in   existence 

when 
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when  he  renched  it ;  and  the  poor  clukl, 
while  his  father  yet  lay  iinburied,  was  de- 
serted bv  his  other  parent,  who,  securin<r  to 
herself  all  the  remaining  valuables  of  the 
house,  had  followed  the  fortunes  of  her 
seducer  to  a  distant  land. 

The  soul  of  lord  /Shirley  knew  not  re- 
venge ;  and  hard  indeed  must  be  that  heart 
which  infant  iiinocence  cannot  reach.  The 
Utile  orphan  received  his  caresses  with  ap- 
parent gratitude,  at  least,  thus  it  appeared 
to  his  benevolent  uncle,  who  felt  that  sa 
helpless  a  creature,  thrown  on  his  mercy, 
claimed  a  father's  care.  Humanity  never 
made  a  vain  appeal  to  the  heart  of  Cle- 
inent  ;  and  he  was  upon  the  eve  of  waiting 
to  his  Phoebe  for  her  counsel  as  to  his  dis- 
posal, when  his  wishes  were  anticipated  by 
a  letter  from  lady  Shirley,  the  contents  of 
which  endeared  her  still  more  than  ever 
to  her  fond  husband. 

Informed  of  the  death  ,and  insolvent 
circumstances  of  Francis,  she  was  aware  of 
what    had    actually    happened,    that    the 

wishes 
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v»'ishes  of  the  viscounty  with  regard  to  the 
little  MaitJand,  would  receive  a  check,  from 
a  delicate  fear  of  placing  beneath  the  same 
roof  with  herself'  the  offspring  of  the  un- 
worthy woman  to  whom  he  had  once  been 
so  passionately  devoted  ;  and  therefore  in- 
stantly wrote,  to  state  her  own  hopes  that 
he  would  suffer  his  voung  companion  to 
return  with  him,  and  supply  the  place  of 
that  son  and  heir  which  they  had  been  so 
desirous  should  bless  their  union  ;  but  as 
they  had  no  children  of  their  own^  the  lit- 
tle Sidney  would,  doubtless,  soon  become 
an  object  of  peculiar  interest  and  value  to 
them. 

Lord  Shirley  marked,  and  estimated  the 
delicate  conduct  of  his  amiable  wife  ;  and 
her  latter  prognostic  did  indeed  seem  like- 
ly to  prove  prophetic,  since  six  vears  suc- 
ceeded to  the  adoption  of  his  nephew,  and 
the  young  Sidney  stiil  remained  the  pre- 
sumptive heir  of  Shirley  ;  for  no  offspring 
had  yet  risen  to  smile  propitious  on  the 
sanguine  wishes  of  the  noble  pair. 

In 
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In  the  meanwhile,  the  juvenile  Mart- 
land,  beneath  the  fostering  care  of  his 
amiable  and  generous  relatives,  became  an 
object  deserving  their  warmest  afTection  ;. 
for  in  his  disposition  there  existed  no  ves- 
tige of  parental  character  ;  he  rather  ap- 
peared to  have  inherited  the  exemplary 
virtues  of  his  uncle,  with  an  understand- 
ing that  promised  to  mature  into  snperior 
excellence,  and  a  person  that,  without  the 
pretensions  of  being  critically  handsome, 
was  yet  formed  to  please  and  interest,  in 
no  common  degree. 

lie  had  already  gained  his  ninth  year^ 
%vhen  lady  Shirley  at  length  gave,  to  her 
husband's  long-resigned  hopes,  the  expec- 
tation of  a  filial  claimant  on  his  affections: 
the  idea  was  joyfully  welcomed;  yet,  al- 
thouoh  the  fruition  of  this  event  would 
deprive  their  loved  protegee  of  brilliant 
prospects,  still  they  mutually  congratulated 
each  other,  that  at  his  tender  age  he  was 
not  sensible  of  those  privations  it  would 
be  productive  of  to  him;  and  that,  at  all 

events. 
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events,  it  could  not  deprive  him  of  that 
affection  thev  both  cherished  for  hin,  as 
he  w.ould  ever  be  considered  as  possessing 
the  claims  of  a  son.  But  fragile  was  the 
plant,  and  delicate  the  health  of  the  infant 
hope  of  Shirley;  while  nothing,  save  a  mo- 
ther's assiduous  and  tender  care,  could  have 
reared  the  drooping  babe  through  the  first 
stages  of  life. 

Mr.  Marniox,  who  apprehended  the  ef- 
fects of  that  jealousv,  arising  from-siidden 
disappointment  of  high-raised  expectation, 
which  might  become  infused  into  the  mind 
of  the  superceded  heir,  deemed  it  most 
advisable  to  communicate  to  Sidney  the 
extent  of  that  gratitude  he  owed  to  his 
exemplary  uncle,  for  that  generosity  of 
conduct,  which  he  of  ail  crea:ion  had  least 
a  right  to  have  expected. 

Although  only  eleven  years  of  age  when 
the  little  narrative  of  the  past  became 
inown  to  him,  the  early  matured  under- 
standing and  susceptible  mind  of  this  ami- 
able   youth   rendered  the  communication 

impressively 
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impressively  rooted  in  his  memory,  engra- 
ven on  his  heart,  and  productive  of  every 
good  effect  Mr.  Mannox  had  so  anxiously 
hoped. 

The  narrow  passion  of  envy  sullied  not 
the  fine  expansive  soul  of  Sidney;  he  be- 
held in  the  infantine  Philip  only  the  child 
of  his  benefactors,  of  his  dearest  and  most 
exalted  friends;  for  as  relatives,  he  hardly 
dared  to  claim  them  ;  since  his  father  had 
violated  the  fraternal  tie,  and  proved  him- 
self undeserving  of  the  title  of  brother,  to 
that  generous  being  who  had  fostered  and 
protected  the  offspring  of  a  treacherous, 
dishonourable  union. 

The  difference  in  age  between  the  cou- 
sins caused  Philip  early  to  look  up  to  Sid- 
ney rather  as  an  instructor  and  guardian, 
than  a  mere  playfellow,  while  he  regarded 
him  with  an  affectionate  interest  the  most 
sincere;  and  if,  by  any  circumstance,  left 
more  immediately  to  his  charge,  a  care  so 
zealous,  that  the  fondest  parent  could  not 
have  been  more  vigilant. 

The 
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The  delicate  health  of  t\i\s  dear  and  only 
child  was  a  source  of  much,  anxiety  to 
both  his  parents;  and  from  hence  arose  a 
degree  of  indulgence,  that  was,  perhaps, 
not  exactly  rational  or  judicious;  for  al- 
though the  more  prominent  errors  of  his 
disposition,  for  vices  he  had  ncne,  under- 
went the  ordeal  of  correction,  his  inclina- 
tions, in  rnanv  points,  were  siiHered  to 
maintain  an  unbounded  sway,  that  render- 
ed this  beloved  youth  ill  calculated  to  en- 
counter those  vexations  and  disappoint- 
ments which,  more  or  less,  must  be  the 
portion  of  every  Inhahitant  of  Earth,  in 
their  eventful  pilgrimage  of  life.  His  un- 
derstanding was  neither  brilliant  nor  vigo- 
rous ;  it  indeed  could  only  be  classed  as 
mediocre;  while  his  sensibility  was  almost 
feminine,  and  his  disposition  possessed  all 
those  warm  afTections  and  confidin<r  warmth, 
which  were  the  characteristic  lineaments 
of  his  father's. 

His  estimation    of    Maitland   rapidly  in- 
creased, till  it  amounted  almost   to  idola- 
try ; 
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try;  and  he  appeared  to  acquire  an  influ- 
ence over  him,  that  even  his  parents  could 
not  attain  ;  nor  was  his  happiness  ever 
complete  where  this  valued  and  beloved 
friend  was  absent,  who  was  at  once  to  him 
the  confiding  companion,  and  the  infallible 
counsellor;  for  he  was,  in  every  respect, 
considered  as  a  dear  and  elder  brother, 
whos^  opinions  and  advice  were  received 
with  that  affectionate  deference  that  cou)d 
not  but  prove  most  gratifying  to  the 
amiable  Sidney. 

Such  was  the  harmony  ^nd  unanimity 
which  subsisted  between  the  cousins,  when 
the  senior  had  attained  his  twenty-sixth 
year,  and  Philip  was  yet  at  the  early  age  of 
seventeen.  The  viscount  had  been  influ- 
enced by  his  nephew  to  postpone  his  con- 
tinental tour,  until  a  later  period  than 
would  otherwise  have  been  the  case,  in  or- 
der that  he  should  not  be  separated  from 
his  cousin,  and  that  he  might  eventually 
accompany  him,  which  was,  in  fact,  highly 
gratifying  to  lady  Shirley,  as  upon  the  care 

and 
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and  attention  of  Sidney,  she  was  assured 
she  could  confldentiv  rely.  By  the  advice 
of  the  family  physician,  the  almost  con- 
stant attendant  on  the  heir  from  the  hour 
of  his  birth,  he  had  been  recommended  to 
commence  his  travels,  as  they  were  to  set 
ofT  late  in  the  autumn,  to  pass  the  early 
part  of  the  winter  in  Portugal,  the  climate 
being  well  adapted  to  the  constitution  of 
the  fondled  youth  ;  and  this  plan  was  ac- 
cordTngly  adopted. 


vor,  HI.  I  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X 


I  have  lov'd 


Too  well  to  treat  you  with  indifference. 

My  disord^r'd  soul 

Wavers  between  th'  extremes  of  love  and  rage. 
1  ha\e  been  too  tame;  I  will  awalce  to  vengeance!: 


*'  No  hate  so  strong  as  luve  to  haired  turn*d. 
Nor  I'.eU  a  fury  like  a  woman s(orn'd,'* 

llie  Nun. 

Preparations  were  therefore  immediTilely 
set  afloat;  and,  every  arrangement  com- 
pleted, provided  wifh  introductory  letters, 
our  two  young  men  arrived  at  Lisbon.  They, 
of  course,  appeared   in  the  first  circles  of 

fashion. 
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fashion,  where  they  were  everywhere  re- 
ceived with  flattering  distinction.  One 
evening  that  they  were  at  the  English  am- 
bassador's, they  were  particularly  introduced 
to  Donna  Henrietta  D'Estrade,  as  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  most  intimate  friend  of  lady 
Villarson,  wife  of  his  excellency. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  beauty 
of  this  young  Portuguese;  it  was  exqui- 
sitely commanding  ;  but  to  this  face  was 
added  a  form  distorted  in  no  common  de- 
gree;  yet  flattery  had  played  so  success- 
ful a  j)art  at  her  toilette,  that  fliis  misfor- 
tune attached  to  her  fissure  was  scarcely 
ieen  or  felt,  while  the  charms  q{  her  ^^x- 
lures,  she  was  assured,  were  unequallect. 
Attracted  and  amused  by  the  vivacity  and 
fine  flow  of  spirits  which  she  at  all  times 
com  in  a  ruled,  Sidney  never^  for  a  mom.ent, 
descried  his  station  by  her  side  during  the 
day,  in  the  course  of  which  some  rural 
parties  were  arrani^cd,  in  which  our  Eno- 
lishmen  v.ere  politely  inchidcd. 

\\\  each    of   these,   accident,    or  .perhaps 
I  2  i!UefA!C)n, 
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intention,  on  the  one  side,  placed  Maitlandl 
generally  near  the  \  ivricious  and  witty  Ken- 
fietta  ;  in  her  conversation  there  vvasaspor- 
tiive  ease,  and  gaiety  of  manner,  which  was 
truly  fascinating;  but  with  such  a  man  a:? 
she  at  this  moment  aimed  {o  con-qr.er,  there 
.was.  a  masculine  boldness  of  character,  at 
wiiich  all  th-e  delicate  emotions  of  his 
heart  w^ould  have  recoiled,  a  confidence  in 
her  own  menta!  powers,  and  a  vanity,  un- 
der her  circumstances,  unpardonable,  of 
the  bea^>tv  of  her  features;  as  her  personal 
charms  certainly  received  a  severe  check 
iiT  the  deformity  of  her  ligiire,  although 
she  was  wholly  unconscious  of  her  mififor- 
tunc. 

Maitlaad  wa>,  however,  the  only  person, 
if  we  except  his  cousin,  who  remained  ig^ 
Aorant  of  the  snare  laid  for  hi-s  affections 
l)V  the  lovely  Portuguese;  and  vvhen  she 
^-eturr.ed  to  her  convent,  where  slie  was  a 
boarder,  bdy  Villarson  frequently  request- 
ed his  attendance,  in  order  to  aid,  as  much 
as  lav  within    the   compass  of  liQr   ability, 

her 
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Tier  designs.  Upon  one  of  these  occa- 
sions,  Sidney  warmly  pressed  his  cousin  ?o 
accompany  them,  who,  by  no  means  in- 
clined to  go,  evaded  for  some  time  his 
intreaties,  until  Sidney,  half  displeased  at 
h']s  unusual  obstinacy,  was  quitting  tl>e 
honse,  when  his  arm  was  seized  by  Philip, 
who  exclaimed—*'  Dear  Maitland  !  do  not 
look  grave  ;  you  know  your  influence  over 
me;  and  much  greater  sacrifices  than  the 
whim  of  remaining  solo  would  be  readily 
made  to  give  you  a  moment's  pleasure. 
Come,  I  am  ready  to  attend  you  ;  and,  by 
way  of  revenge,  will  certainly  endeavotir 
to  monopolize  the  conversation  of  our 
lively  Portuguese." 

"  Forgive  me,  Philip,  for  my  pec\i>3h- 
ness^  but,  in  fact,  I  did  not  liLe  to  leave 
you  lo  solitude,  while  my  own  time  was  so 
pleasurably  past:  so  you  will  t\n6,"  he  con- 
tinued, with  a  smile,  "  that  your  friend  wari 
not  so  schish  as  you  may  have  supposed/' 

Philip  was  satisfied  that  hrs  cousin  never 

thought  of  a  selfish  gratification,  where  he 

I  3  was 
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\vas  any  ^vay  inrercstcd  ;  so  arm-in-arm  tlicy 
proreeded  to  ihe  house  of  lady  Villarson, 
and,  with  her  ladyship,  went  on  to  the- 
convent. 

It  has  been  a  que.sfion,  with  a  great  por- 
tion of  inankind,  whether  such  a  feeling  as 
prescntimeiH  has,  or  has  not,  at  momentous 
periods  of  human  life,  found  entrance  in- 
to the  heart  of  man.  We  presume  not  to 
decide  ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  Philip  Mait- 
land  experienced  a  more  than  usual  reluc- 
tance to  accompany  his  fiiend  upon  this 
memorable  visit;  and  as  certain  is  it,  that 
it  proved  the  most  important  aera  of  his 
hitherto  blameless  life.  In  a  parlour  of  the 
convent,  appropriated  to  the  reception  of 
visitors^  with  Donna  Henrietta  D'Estrade, 
he  for  the  first  time  beheld  with  her  the  sis- 
ter Theresa.  We  have  already  spoken  of 
the  ardent  passions  of  this  young  man^ 
which  had  at  no  time  received  a  check,  save 
occasionally  from  his  faithful  mentor,  whose 
grateful  attachment  to  the  young  heir  sel- 
dom left  his  judgment  under  proper  influ- 
ence ; 
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<*nce;  so  that  unless  the  fault   was  flagrant, 
it  was  always  overseen  even  by  him. 

Without  a  sin^jle  struoo;!e  for  freedom, 
this  young  and  ardent  votary  of  love  re- 
signed his  heart  by  a  coitp  de  main  from  the 
bright  eyes  of  the  fair  nun  ;  he  was,  how- 
ever, silent  upon  the  subject  to  Sidney, 
as  he  was  assured  that  the  slightest  hint  of 
this  nature  would  be  the  means  of  instant- 
ly removing  them  from  Portugal. 

Week  afier  week  elapsed,  and  visits  were 
as  frequently  made  to  the  convent  of  St. 
Jago  as  circumstances  would  permit,  under 
the  aid  and  sanction  of  Henrietta,  who,, 
sensible  of  the  influence  Philip  held  over 
the  heart  of  his  cousin,  wished,  at  any  ex- 
pence,  to  render  herself  useful  to  him,  and 
thereby  engage  him,  from  motives  of  inte- 
rest as  well  as  gratitude,  her  friend,  and,  if 
necessary,  her  advocate  with  his  relation. 

The  distinctive  passion  of  love  had  taken 
full  possession  of  the  heart   of  the  youth- 
ful Philip  ;  his  was  the  age  for  ardour ;  this 
had  all  the   allurements  of  a  first   attach- 
I  4  ment ; 
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nient;  he  believed  it  unequalled,  he  be- 
lieved  it  eternal.  All  the  perfections  of 
human  nature  he  beheld  pourtrayed  in  the 
eloquent  features  of  Theresa;  an  an^ct 
would  in  vain  have  accused  her  of  the 
frailties  attendant  upon  mortals;  the  heart 
of  Philip  had  deified  its  idol,  and  the  ho- 
mage he  offered  was,  he  conceived,  but 
the  incense  due. 

Lady  Villarson,  in  the  interim,  had  fully 
committed  herself  for  the  espousal  of  the 
cause  of  Donna  Henrietta,  in  which  she 
really  took  considerable  interest.  The  hus- 
band of  this  zealous  friend  was  one  day  to 
dine  with  Sidney  Mnitland,  and  a  party  of 
English,  on  the  anniversary  of  their  mo- 
narch's birth  ;  the  glass  had,  as  is  usual  up- 
on such  occasions,  past  freely  in  the  cir- 
cle ;  and  at  the  hour  of  separation,  loVd 
Villarson,  who  had  offered  to  set  down  Mr. 
Maitland  at  his  hotel,  thought  this  a  favour- 
able opportunity  to  fulfil  his  engagement 
with  his  lady,  and  ascertain  the  real  senti- 
nicnts  of  their  English  acquaintance,  in  re,- 

gard 
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gardto  their  Portuguese  friend:  the  former> 
astonished  at  the  misinterpretation  which 
had  been  placed  upon  his  acci  ental  atten- 
tions, declared,  in  the  most  decided  terms; 
that  he  had  never  meditated  for  a  moment 
any  thing  serious,  or  indeed  beyond  those 
civilities  which  any  lady,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, could  command  from  him:  but 
when  his  lordship  pressed  upon  his  convic- 
tion that  the  lady  herself,  doubtless,  thought 
otherwi^^i.and  began  to  expatiate  at  some 
length  upon  her  various  recommendations 
both  of  mind  and  person,  Sidney,  already* 
elevated  by  the  unusual  excess  he  had  that 
day.  committed,  in  the  frequent  libations 
upon  that  event  which  had  produced  the 
meeting,  was  not  perhaps  quite  so  choice 
in  his  expressions  as  he  might  otherwise 
have  been,  when  he  interrupted  the  euio- 
gium  by  a  declaration,  that  nothing  was 
to.him;  half  so  disfgusting  as  personal  de- 
formity in  a  wife  ;  and  beside,  that  how- 
ever he  might  and  did  admire  female 
beauty,  that  alone  could  not  satisfy  his 
;:  •'.  1  5  ambition; 
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ambition;  and  in  relation  to  Donna  Hen- 
rietta, in  particular,  her  very  understanding, 
strono:  and  nervous  as  he  allowed  it,  par- 
took too  much  of  masculine  attainments 
to  suit  his  taste;  and  that  these  very  ac- 
quisitions, highly  desirable  as  they  would 
prove  under  another  garbj  that  of  softness, 
feminine  delicacv,  and  unassuming  gentle- 
ness, lost  with  him  their  value,  when  deli- 
vered, as  in  her  style,  with  dictatorial  deci- 
sion and  dogmatic  pertinacity ;  in  short,  he 
summed  it  all  up,  by  saying,  that  although 
he  considered  her  as  a  pleasant,  cheerful, 
and  even  entertaining  companion,  she  was 
the  very  last  woman  upon  earth  he  could 
be  induced  to  marry  ;  and  therefore  in- 
timated Ivis  lordbhip  to  choose  any  other 
subject,  when  he  should  be  most  honoured 
by  his  attention. 

Lord  Villarson,  in  reply,  gave  him  to 
understand  that  he,  in  fact,  had  acted  upon 
deputation  ;  and  such  being  his  sentiments, 
the  matter  should  now  undoubtedly  be 
waved. 

This 
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This  serious  discussion  soon  evaporated 
the  effects  of  the  past  dinner;  and  our 
Englishman,  arrived  at  home,  began  seri- 
ously to  reflect  upon  all  that  had  occurred 
relative  to  his  fair  Portuguese  ;  but  feeling 
himself  perfectly  acquitted,  after  a  strict 
mental  invesli<2:ation,  he  deemed  an  he- 
nourable  retreat  the  best  step  that  could 
now  be  adopted  ;  and  wishing  to  conceal 
the  real  cause  from  Philip,  he  sought  him, 
at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  to  com- 
municate his  wish  of  quitting  Lisbon  in 
the  course  of  the  following  week:  but  al- 
ready had  his  young  friend  gone  out  on 
horseback  ;  and  th£  interviev/  being,  of 
coui-se,  postponed,  he  prepared  for  a  visit 
to  the  boarder  of  the  convent  of  St.  Jago, 
in  order  civilly  to  announce  his  approach- 
ing departure,  ere  she  should  hear  it  from 
other  quarters. 

He  was  received  by  the  fair  Henrietta  in 

the  most  flattering  manner;   but  unwillin"- 

to  prolong  a  scene  distressing  to    himself, 

and,  he  was  led  to  believe,  would  hot   be 

1  6  less 
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less  so  to  her,  at  once  broached  the  subject. 
Her  agitation  was  indeed  great ;  but  after 
a  few  moments  embarrassing  hesitation, 
she,  in  very  unequivocal  language,  made 
him  an  offer  of  her  heart  and  hand.  Pa- 
ralized  at  the  perplexing  denouement  which 
he  had  so  unintentionally  produced,  he 
could  only,  in  gentlest  terms,  acknowledge 
the  unmerited  honour  she  had  done  him  ; 
and  with  as  much  delicacy  and  politeness 
as  his  awkward  situation  would  allow,  de- 
cline the  profif'ered  l.and,  by  stammering 
a  hint  of  some  prior  election  :  this  latter 
position  was,  in  fact,  not  the  case;  but 
was  merely  intended  to  soften  the  refusal 
to  her  own  feelings.  But  what  was  his. 
astonishment  at  the  effect  his  declaration 
produced  upon  the  beautiful  fury  before 
him  !  rage,  mortification,  disappointment, 
wounded  pride,  and  rebuffed  affection,  had 
robbed  her  lovely  features  af  their  native 
charms;  and  he  gazed  with  dismay  at  the 
first  female  he  had  ever  beheld  under  such 
influence. 

A  precipitate 
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.  vA  precipitate  flight  was  ail  that  was  lefc 
him  ;  and,  feeling  himself  unable  to  com- 
mand sufficient  nerve  to  appear  unruflled 
before  Philip,  and  unwilling  to  di.scover 
to  him  the  real  cause,  he  left  a  message  at 
their  hotel,  to  say  he  should  dine  out,  and 
avoided  thereby  the  interview  he  feared. 

But  if  Donna  Henrietta  D'Estrade  had  suf- 
fered so  severely  from  the  violence  of  un- 
controlled passions,  in  the  scene  we  have 
just  touched  on,  to  what  a  tremendous 
height  did  they  arrive,  when  the  impru- 
dent lady  Villarson  gave  the  preceding  one 
with  her  lord,  strongly  coloured  and  expa- 
tiated on  with  the  pencil  of  a  caricaturist! 
The  lovely  Portuguese  became  almost  fran- 
tic, and,  in  this  paroxysm  of  despair,  she 
was  left  to  the  worst  of  counsellors,  her 
own  ungoverned  passions !  revenge  was 
her  determination,  and  her  measures  were 
prompt;  for  already  was  she  aware  that 
the  departure  of  her  viclim  would  be 
speedy. 

The  attachment  of  the  youthful  compa- 
nion 
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nion  of  the  now  detested  vSidney  for  tlae 
the  nun  Theresa,  she  was  perfectly  aware 
of;  she  read  his  chnrncter  with  precision; 
his  impel nositv,  the  violence  of  his  pas- 
sions, his  credulity,  and  the  indulgence  to 
which  he  had  his  whole  life  been  accustom- 
ed, were  admirable  weapons  to  be  used  for 
the  accomplishment  of  her  scheme;  he 
was  also  the  beloved  friend  of  Sidne)^  his 
charo;e,  his  pupil,  almost  his  idol  \ 

Theresa,  whose  whole  heart  had  long; 
since  surrendered  itself  to  lord  Creswell> 
regarded  the  attachment  of  the  youthfuF 
Philii)but  as  a  passing  impression,  and  on- 
ly smiled  at  the  passionate  professions  ^ 
her  youns:  admirer;  but  when  the  wily 
Henrietta  pointed  it  out  as  the  happy  mean 
to,  efiect  her  release  from  conventual  seclu- 
sion, while  it  insured  the  safety  of  her  de- 
voted lover  the  object  of  reciprocal  affec- 
tion, the  simple  nun  readily  fell  into  the 
snare  laid  by  her  more  artful  associate;  she 
was  at  once  persuaded  to  adopt  her  mea- 
sures; and  was  satisfied  that   while   Philip 

was 
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was  the  ostensible  person  with  whom  she 
should  elope,  she  could;,  by  a  second  ma- 
noeuvre, quit  her  then  companion  ;  and, 
by  placing  herself  beneath  the  protection 
of  her  affianced  husband,  make  a  valuable 
convenience  of  the  one,  and  secure  the 
perfect  safetv  of  both. 

The  female  schemer  soon  brought  her 
plot  to  maturity  ;  the  poor  devoted  readily 
promised  every  thing  required ;  his  be- 
loved Sidney,  his  guardian  friend  and  bro- 
ther,  was  to  be  kept  ignorant  of  the  \vhole 
affair;  and,  eager  for  its  accomplishment, 
at  once  agreed  to  all  the  stipulations.  At 
the  expiration  of  one  week,  was  the  period 
fixed  for  Theresa's  adieu  to  her  life  of  se- 
clusion ;  and  lord  Creswcll  himself  was  on- 
ly so  far  admitted  as  an  accomplice  in  their 
plan,  that  he  was  to  be  ready  at to  re- 
ceive his  long-loved  Theresa ;  and  that 
no  explanation  could  take  place  until  that 
interview. 

The  impassioned  Philip  instantly  set 
about  the  necessary  preparations;  and,  as 

Maitland 
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Maitland  himself  was  busied  in  making  ar- 
vangements  for  his  departure  also,  which 
he  was  n-o  less  pleased  than  surprised  to 
find  so  reaxlily.  acceded  to  by  his  cousin,  he 
became  less  attentive  to  his  moveinerits  and 
en2:a2:ements  than  he  had  ever  before  been 
at  anv  period  of  his  life. 

All  ihings  were  soon  en  train;  and,  by 
the  powerful  aid  of  Henrietta,  who  waa 
uncontrolled  mistress  of  a  considerable, 
fortune,  it  wa^  all  accompUshed  with  great- 
er facility  than  could  possibly  have  beeiv 
expected.  Two  days  before  the  important 
one  fixed  upon)  and  the  last  interview  that 
Henrietta  dared  risque  with  Philip  for  their 
final. adjustment,  he  presented  her  with  a 
ring,  to  be  conveyed  to  his  beloved  The- 
resa>  and  taught  her  the  use  of  a  secret; 
spring,  jvhich,  separating,  served  for  a  case 
that,  inclosed  a  plait  of  hair,  and  concealed^ 
a  plain,  wedding  one,  vyith  this  striking  inn 
scription,  "  Sacred  to  Love,  Truth.,  and.  Fi^ 

,  The  eventful   day  at   length  closed  in: 

ali 
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all  tilings  in  darkness  clad,  the  happy  Phi- 
lip sfole,  unperreived,  to  the  wails  of  the 
convent  of  St.  Ja;;o  ;  at  the  appointed  sig- 
nal, the  wall  was  scaled,  and  he  received 
the  tremblin*^  and  terrified  Theresa  in  his 
arms  !  not  a  syllable,  as  a^^reed  upon,  was 
spoken,  until  they  entered  the  carriage  iiv 
waiting;  and  by  heavy  bribes^  got  on^  af 
an  almost  incre  lible  pace.  The  young 
lover  had  not,  hov. ever,  wholly  forgotten 
his  companion  ;  but  had  left  a  few  lines, 
ambiiiuous  in  their  intended  meanin;>-, 
and  merely  purposing  to  quiet  his  ap- 
preherjsions  for  his  personal  safetv.  But 
when  they  reached  the  hands  of  the  half- 
frantic  MaJtland,  he  felt  but  too  well  as- 
sured that  where  such  mvstery  lurked,  tnis- 
chief  was  in  the  rear  ;  and,  summoning  the 
ralet  cle  place,  whom  he  at  once  suspected 
as  an  auxiliary  in  the  business,  with  indes- 
cribable horror  learnt  the  fatal  truth. 
From  accident,  the  note  had  reached  its 
destination  much  sooner  than  Philip  had 
expected;  and,  as  a  po5,sibilitv  remained  of 

overtaking 
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overtukini^  thein,  he   instantly  set   oiT  with 
that  hope. 

At  tlie  IJentical  town  where  Creswell  had 
been  appointed  to  rendezvoi;-.,  the  dis- 
tressed Maitland  overtook  them  ;  and,  rush- 
ing into  the  room,  he  grasped  the  arm  of 
his  beloved  Ihilip;  but,  breathless  uith 
emotion,  he  could  not  articulate  a  syllable; 
while  Theresa,  v/ith  a  loud  shriek,  fled 
through  an  opposite  door. 

The  frantic  boy  struggled  for  freedom  ; 
but,  with  convulsive  force,  Maitland  yet 
kept  him  prisoner — "  What  is  vour  pur- 
pose, Philip  ?  relieve  my  distraction  !  Oh  I 
tell  mevou  are  not  a  principal  in  this  hor- 
rid business  this  elopement  with  a  nun 
in  a  Catholic  country  ?" 

''  My  purpose,  Sidnev,  is  marriage;  and 
for  this  purpose  I  hove  eloped  with  a  nun  ; 
unhand  nrie^  therefore,  or  renounce  me  for 
ever  !" 

The  door  flew  open  ;  and  Theresa,  pair, 
trembling,  and  almost  fainting,  exclaimed 
— ''  Philip,  for  God's  sake  follow  me  t  not 

aa 
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an  instant  must  be  lost  !  we  are  pursued  ! 
the  officers  of  the  ofTendcd  church  are  at 
our  heels;  and  to  be  taken  now  would  be 
certain  destruction  !" 

''  The  destruction  you  speak  of,,  madam,'* 
returned  the  aoitated  and  phrenzied  Sid- 
ney, *'  would  be  still  mere  certain,  if  you 
are  taken  together;  remain,  therefore,  here 
for  half  an  hour,  and  I  pledge  myself  to 
return,  let  the  consequence  be  what  it  may, 
as  soon  as  I  have  secured  the  safely  of  him 
who  is  dearer  than  my  own  existence.  Oh, 
Theresa  !  exert  your  influence  to  induce 
him  to  accompany  me  !" 

''  I  have  no  time  for  explanation.  For 
God's  sake  release  him  !"  exclaimed  the 
nun. 

The  terror  expressed  in  her  countenance, 
the  agonies  of  Philip,  and  the  effect  of  the 
whole  scene  upon  the  mind  of  Maitland, 
united  to  bereave  him  almost  of  reflection  ; 
he  relinquished  his  hold,  at  the  moment 
that  the  hnpless  Philip,  overcome  by  con- 
tending 
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renewing  and  warring  emotions,  sunk  upon 
the  lloor  senseless. 

The  name  of '*  Theresa"  was  now  vopi- 
ferated  in  the  hall ;  and  a  gentleman  enter- 
ing, caught  her  in  iiis  arms,  and  bore  her  to 
a  carriage  in  waihng,  ere  Sidney  had.  time 
to  raise,  from  his  prostrate  situation,  the 
lifeless  Philip  Restoratives  were  at  length 
sncccssful  ;  but  ere  the  poor  invalid  had 
scarcely  recovered  the  powers  of  his  mind, 
the  inn  was  entered  by  those  sent  in  search 
of  the  fugitive  nun  and  her  paraniour. 

Wish  agonies  that  can  only  be  lelt,  the 
wretched  Mainland  was  informed  that  his 
precious  charge,  his  beloved  Philip,  the 
sole  and  darling  child  of  his  benefactors, 
was  under  the  influence  of  the'criminaJ 
laws  of  the  church,  for  the  most  serious 
offence  he  could  commit,  and  the  necessity 
of  his  being  instantly  separated  from  him, 
a^  he  must  be  forthwith  resigned  to  their 
care.  Could  prayers,  in  treaties,  and  bribes, 
have  availed  with  these  emissaries  of  des- 
potic 
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potic  p'OWer,  poor  Maitland  offered  all  he 
could  command ;  while  Philip,   with    cold 
bitterness,  reproached  him  with  his  deten- 
tion, at  a  moinent  when  escape  was  possible. 
Stung' almost  to  madness,  he  raved  with 
all  its  incoherence*  when  a  note  was  placed 
in  his  hands;   it  was  written    bv   Theresa, 
and    intended    for    Philip ;  but   evidently 
indited  many  hours  before,  briefly   stating 
her  reasojis  r6r  the  elopement,  and  I'mplo- 
ri.ng  his  pardon  for   the  perilous   situation 
in  which  she  had   placed  him.     Believing 
that  this  confession  would  prove  a  salutary 
mecicine   to    fhe   disordered  mind  of    the 
aim f)st  dying  siifferer, 'Sidney,  with  a   ten- 
der preparatory  speech,  gave  him  the  pa- 
per ;   but  what  was  his  aitonishmcnt,  when 
Philip,  tearing  it  to  atoms,  strewed  the  floor 
wi:h  the  fragments,  as  he  accused    him  of 
forging   it.     This   precious    paper,    which 
might  have  mitigated  the  sentence  of  the 
law,  was  thus  placed   bevond   recall;  time 
was  no  longer  permitted  foi^  discussion  ;  and' 
the  now  passive  youth  was  placed  between 

his 


lyO  THE  INHABITANTS  OP  ^ARTH. 

his  two  sentinels,  as  their  machine  drew  off, 
and  w^as  followed  by  that  which  contained 
his  desponding,  wretched  friend. 

As  his  young  companion  was  placed  be- 
yond his  reach,  the  wretchfd  Maitland  re- 
turned to  his  hotel,  there  to  deliberate  on 
what  steps  he  should  pursue  ;  but  great  was 
his  surprise  to  find  a  letter  waiting  his  arri- 
val, from  Donna  Henrietta,  requesting  an 
immediate  interview,  upon  a  matter  of  the 
last  importance.  Aware  of  the  intimacy 
which  had  subsisted  between  her  and  The- 
resa, he  hesitated  not  a  moment  in  instantly 
complying  with  the  invitation.  His  recep- 
tion was  politely  cold  ;  but  too  miserable 
for  observation,  he  intreated  the  promised 
communication,  as  he  conceived  it  could 
only  relate  to  the  recent  event  which  had 
taken  place. 

Henrietta,  aware  of  all  circumstances  con- 
nected with  her  victim  from  her  English 
friends,  was  prepared  in  every  w^ay  for  her 
attack;  she  expatiated  on  what  he  already 
knew  of  the  penalty   incurred   by   Philip, 

and 
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and  the  heinousness  of  the  crime  for  which 
he  stood  fully  committed,  of  the  nun  in 
question  having  actually  left  the  Portu- 
guese dominions,  and  had  been  assisted 
thereto  by  the  verv  man  now  in  custody  : 
she  harrowed  up  his  soul  by  painting  the 
agonies  of  his  parents,  when  the  knowledge 
of  this  event  should  reach  them ;  then  added 
— ''  And  what  account  can  you,  Mr.  Mait- 
land,  offer  of  your  vigilance  of  this  pre- 
cious charge  committed  to  your  care,  this 
idol  of  your  benefactors,  this  being,  in 
whose  welfare  the  very  existence  of  your 
early  friends  is  wrapt  ?  They  cannot  avoid 
rcfiecling  that  his  removal  paves  the  way 
to  your  advancement ;  this  barrier  destroy- 
ed, rank,  wealth,  and  worldly  distinctions 
await  ijoiL " 

**  BarbaroiiS  w'oman,  forbear,  lesi  I  for- 
get what  is  due  to  your  sex,  and  vent  my 
curses  on  the  unfeeling  heart  which  could 
give  birth  to  so  appalling  a  vision  !" 

*'  One  thing  more,  and  1  have  done.  Is 
it  true  that  you  held^  aye,  forcibly  helJ^  the 

poor 
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poor  Struggling  victim,  when  the  intrcaties 
•of  Theresa  iirged  you  to  surrender  him  to 
her  care,  to  guide  him  in  safety  to  liberty  ?" 

^'  A  dagger,  Henrietta,  sheathed  in  my 
breast,  would  be  mercy " 

''  A  figurative  speech,  Maitland,"  she  re- 
turned, with  bitterness;   "  but  to  put  it  to 
the   test,  I  have   the  means    to  free  your 
,  minion.*' 

''  Oh,  God  of  Heaven,  I  thank  theel" 
cried  the  frantic  Sidney,  a^^  he  precipitated 
himself  at  her  feet.  "  Oh,  Henrietta!  if 
ever  you  hope  for  mercy  at  your  most  try- 
ing hour *' 

She  interrupted  him — ""  Spare  yourself 
this  humiliation,  which  I  consider  but  as  a 
mockery.  I  state  my  conditions;  you  are 
at  liberty  to  reject  them;  and  if  so,  no 
earthly  power  shall  afterwards  influence 
tny  interference — they  are  these.  Behold 
this  paper:  I  will  honestly  tell  you  it  ma- 
terially affects  your  future  life  ;  for  you 
bind  yourself,  by  'every  solemn  tie  that  is 
dear  to  man,  to  comply  with  one  condition 

which 
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Vvhich  I  iiiay  demand,  and  to  preserve  in- 
violable secrecy  thereon  ;  the  obligation 
is  firm;  unequivocal.  Do  this,  and  I  pos- 
sess papers  which  will  clearly  prove  that 
the  elopement' was  with  another;  and  that 
Philip  was  innocentlv  involved  by  There- 
sa, to  cover  the  safety  of  the  real  culprit; 
who  he  is,  also  remains  with  me;  they  are 
completely  veiled  from  your  view;  living 
in  obscurity  under  feigned  names,  they 
will  no  more  be  heard  of  in  Portugal ;  and 
the  sacrifice  to  the  church  will  be  Philip 
Maitland  ;  while  his  guardian,  his  protector, 
his  boasted /n>«^,  returns  to  his  heart-bro- 
ken father,  who,  precipitately  phmged  into 
a  premature  grave,  leaves  the  space  vacant 
to  be  filled  by  his  worthy  and  trusty  suc- 
cessor. I  have  been  brief — here  is  the 
deed;  if. you  sign  it,  I  commit  the  papers 
to  your  honour;  for  presumptive  proof 
will  not  lead  me,  as  it  would  the  Shirleys, 
to  think  otherwise  of  you  ;  and  the  boy 
lilerated,  I  demand  the  deed  at  your  hands, 
VOL.  III.  K  the 
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she  very  hour  you  quit  this  with  him  in 
safety/*  if 

The  sacrifice  of  self  was  a  comparative} 
trifle  to  the  maddened  Sidney ;  he  seized 
the  peoj  andj  without  an  instant*s  hesitar- 
tion,  signed  the  fatal  deed. 

Henrietta  withdrew;  and  returning, 
placed  in  his  hands  the  promised  papers — 
*'  Money,  Mr.  Maitland,  is  also  necessary; 
you  may  not  be  sufficiently  provided;  here 
is  an  order.'* 

*'  That  favour,  madam,  is  unnecessary — I 
go " 

"  Not  without  these  credentials/ sir;  this 
letter,  addressed   to   my  near  relation,  the 

bishop  of -—i  will  effectually  serve  you 

in  your  pursuit,  otherwise  the  undertaking 
ivill  be  attended  with  greater  difficulties 
than  you  are  aware  of,  and  nuich  of  dan- 
ger to  your  friend." 

Maitland  grasped  the  papers;  and,  doubt- 
ful almost  of  his  own  existence,  he  rushed 
out  of  the  house  with  the  feelings  of  a 
madman* 

The 
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Tlie  fortune  of  Henrietta,  we  have  be- 
fore observed,  was  independent,  and  so 
were  her  actions — an  orphan  of  high  rank, 
whose  influence  w^as  extensive,  an  idolized 
niece  to  an  ecclesiastic  of  high  rank  also, 
and  one  of  that  fraternity  whose  power  in 
a  Catholic  country  is  supreme.  The  libe- 
ration of  Philip  was,  therefore,  immediate; 
and  he  was  received  with  rapture  to  the 
embraces  of  his  truly  noble  but  self-devo- 
ted friend.  In  the  safety  of  this  beloved 
youth,  Maitland  soon  lost  all  recollection 
of  the  blind  sacrifice  he  had  offered  to  the 
vindictive  Portuguese  ;  he  hastened  to  quit 
a  country  in  which  he  had  experienced 
so  much  of  ill;  and  they  proceeded  on 
their  meditated  tour  through  Spain,  and 
progressively  to  France  and  Italy.  But  the 
feelings  of  the*  wretched  Philip  were  only 
smothered  from  observation,  to  prey  upon 
the  source  of  life.  Enthusiastically  at- 
tached to  Theresa,  a  conviction  that  she 
was  lost  to  him  forever,  that  he^  had  only 
played  an  useful  and  subordinate  part  to, 
K  2  insure 
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insure  the  success  of  a  hateful  rival,  struck 
4cep  in  the  heart  of  the  energetic  boy  ; 
*ind,  with  anguish  inconceivable^  Sidney 
beheld  the  rapid  decline  of  health  and 
sti'ength. 

Despairing  of  relief  from  change  of 
air  and  scene,  he  turned  his  thoughts  to- 
wards England  ;  and  his  young  Charge  rea- 
dily agreed  to  seek  his  native  sl^re  :  their 
arrival  soon  succeeded;  and  the  self-accu- 
sins:  Maitland  resio^ned  to  the  arms  of  the 
distressed  parent^  his  precious  trust.  Me- 
dical assistance  was  vainly  resorted  to  ;  the 
final  blow  was  given  ;  the  natural  delicacy 
of  Philip's  consfitution  sunk  beneath  the 
despairing  anguish  of  unrequited  affec- 
tion; he  met  his  fate  not  only  with  resig- 
nation, but  with  joy,  in  the  early  dawn  of 
manhood,  with  all  that  could  attach  to  life; 
ungoverned  passions  had  sapped  the  foun- 
dation of  happiness;  and  a  premature 
grave  closed  on  the  sorrows  of  Philip 
Maitland. 

The  feeble  powers  of  his  historian  shrink 

from 
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from  the  task  of  attempting  to  pourtray  the 
agonies  of  Sidney,  when  he  beheld  the  in- 
aniirrate  remains  of  his  young  companion. 
In  melancholy  guise,  each  trivial  inattention 
to  the  actions  or  pursuits  of  the  darling  boy 
during  their  sojourn  in  Lisbon,  was  canvas- 
sed with  severest  self  condemnation  ;  his 
well-meant  but  futal  resistance  to  the  reite- 
rated intreaties  of  Theresa  to  suffer  his  es- 
cape with  her,  preyed  upon  his  mind  with 
corroding  effect;  and  for  many,  many 
months,  he  was:  an  isol^ed  member  of  so- 
ciety. Accident,  at  this  moment,  threw 
him  in  the  way  of  Ellen  Bertie;  her  gentle 
soothing  manners,  her  amiable  and  compa- 
nionable qualities,  soon  awakened  him  to 
the  powerful  influence  of  love;  his  deso- 
lated heart  found  an  asylum  in  the  tender 
bosom  of  the  lovely  Ellen ;  and  the  late 
melancholy  wanderer,  who  had  for  a  lonsr 
lapse  of  time  hovered  over  the  grave  of  the 
martyred  Philip,  was  welcomed  as  an  in- 
mate to  the  peaceful  breast  of  innocence 
and  truth. 

The  avenging  fiend  slept  not,  however, 
k3  i» 
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in  the  intrigwing  wiles  of  the  Portuguese: 
unseen^  unsuspected,  she  had,   at  distance, 
•watched  the  actions  of  him  who  had  un- 
consciously destroyed  her  peace,  who  had 
awakened  her  to  the  full  sense  of  a  natural 
misfortune,  of  which  flattery,  adulation,  and 
the  beauty  of  a  lovely  face,  had,  until  then, 
left  her  wholly  in  ignorance;  and  not  only 
to  slight,  but  decidedly  to  reject  the  unequi- 
vocal offer  of  her  heart  and  hand,  in  a  breast 
such  as  this  foreigner,  whose  uncontrolled 
passions  had  never  felt  the  curb  of  restraint, 
thus  deeply  to  wound,  was  to  create  an  en- 
'miiy  lasting  as  life,    inri placable  as  death. 
Deprived  of  all  hope  of  future  happiness 
herself,  she  seized,  with  avidity,  the  means 
of  interrupting  that  of  the  man  who  had 
icorned  her;  like  a  second   Shylock,  she 
possessed  the  power  to   effect  his  destruc- 
tion, and  nothing  short  could  satisfy   her 
vengeance.     In   person  then  she   claimed 
the  forfeit  oHhe  bond;  on  her  demand  the 
hand  of  Maitland  was  solemnly  pledged  ; 
and  in   hate   was    the   wretched   compact 

sealed. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Oh !  let  me  hunt  my  travell'd  thoughts  again; 

Range  the  wide  waste  of  desolate  despair; 

Start  any  hope.    Alas  !  I  lose  myself, 

'Tis  pathless,  dark,  and  barren  all  to  me!      Oroonoko. 

The  Fancy  Drapery, 

Eight  months  had  Florence  already  told 
beneath  the  roof  of  the  worthy  Mrs.  Wil- 
son ;  habit  had  reconciled  her  Xo  that  in- 
dustry from  which,  at  first,  her  formpr  idle 
habits  had  revolted^  and  to  which  nought 
but  stern  necessity  had  induced  her  pursu- 
ance: but  while  thus  occupied,  reflection 
had  time  to  range  at  large,  and  its  effects 
were  the  more  sakiiary,  from  beingsevere; 
for  as  Miss  Vincent  now  dispassionately  in- 
K  4  dulged 
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dulged  a  retrospect  of  former  events,  she 
could  not  but  sigh  as  mournfully  over  the 
past  as  the  present;  in  the  one  she  was 
culpable,  in  ihe  other  unfortunate;  regret 
was^  therefore,  the  attendant  of  both. 

The  young  women  with  whom  she  was 
now  associated  in  the  fancy-dress  business 
of  Mrs.  Wilson,  were  respectable,  plain 
educated  daughters  of  tradesmen.  Flo- 
rence could  estimate  them,  for  their  indus- 
try and  strict  attention  to  propriety  in 
their  employment;  but  still  they  were  not, 
to  her,  desirable  companions ;  the  refine- 
ments of  her  mind  and  manners  were  ill 
assimilated  to  the  unpolished  ignorance  of 
theirs  ;  and  she  shrank  with  involuntary  re- 
luctance from  that  familiarity  and  intimacy 
which  they  sought.  This  conduct,  on  her 
part^  soon  repressed  their  well-meant  ef- 
forts to  welcome  her  into  their  little  cir- 
cle ;  and  one  of  the  most  offended  of  the 
group  styled  her  "  the  lady  workwoman  ;" 
perhaps  this  was  no  unfit  appellation,  for, 
in  truth,  the  labour  of  Florence   was  not 

adequate 
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ndequate  to  that  of  either  of  her  compa- 
nions: still  the  inclination  to  be  industri- 
ous was  hers;  and  it  was  surely  rather  a 
misfortune  than  a  crime,  that  the  effects  of 
an  erroneous  education  had  infused  habits 
of  indolence  and  ease,  which  impeded  that 
activity  in  the  mechanism  of  needlework, 
which  attaches  to  women  regularly  initiated 
in  the  employment.  Indeed,  the  wish  to 
be  useful  and  obliging  far  outstript  the 
ability  in  the  one  case,  and  tlie  other  she  was 
but  seldom  called  to  the  exertion  of;  as 
she  was,  in  almost  every  instance,  the  obli- 
ged person,  from  her  general  helplessness, 
in  all  the  common  concerns  of  life. 

It  may  appear  strange,  from  the  well- 
known  benevolent  character  of  lord  Shir- 
ley, that  Miss  Vincent  should  not  have  ap- 
pealed to  him,  among  the  first  of  her 
friends,  in  the  hour  of  adversity,  as  an  im- 
mediate connexion  of  her  family  ;  but,  in 
fact,  no  intercourse  whatever  had  existed 
between  this  nobleman  and  the  Vincents; 
the  relationship  of  Sidney  being  on  the 
K  5  maternal 
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maternal  side,  whose  sister  had  married  Mr. 
Walsham,  a  younger  brother  of  lady  Emily 
.Vincent ;  and  although  the  viscount  did 
not  object  to  his  nephew  maintaining  what 
intercourse  he  pleased  with  the  relatives  of 
his  mother,  he  could  not  himself,  of  course, 
feel  any  wish  to  cultivate  an  intimacy  with 
any  branch  of  Mrs.  Mait land's  family;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  rather  avoided  an  ac- 
quaintance, from  its  reviving  those  pain- 
ful remembrances  he  wished  to  have  for 
ever  buried  in  the  grave  of  his  brother. 

The  health  of  Florence  began  gradually 
to  decline,  which  her  good-natured  em- 
ployer, Mrs.  Wilson,  observed  with  pain  ; 
and,  as  she  already  regarded  her  with  par- 
tial eyes,  she  became  anxious  to  adopt 
some  plan  which  would  not  deduce  from 
her  weekly  stipend,  and  yet  might  render 
less  close  attention  to  her  needle  neces- 
sary. At  length  she  determined  to  send 
her  out  occasionally  to  shops  for  the  pur- 
chase of  those  articles  she  stood  in  need 
of:  this  benevolent  intention  had  the  de- 
sired 
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sired  effecr ;  and  the  inviWid  actually  re- 
ceived that  benefit  which  had  been  looked 
to,  without  being  conscious  of  the  source 
from  whence  it  sprang. 

One  day,  that  she  had  just  returned  from 

an  errand  of  this   description,  she   found 

Mrs.   Wilson  equipped   for  a  walk,  which 

she  had  been  prevented  from  pursuing  by 

sudden  indisposition.     With   real   interest, 

Florence  tenderly  inquired  ti^e  cause,  and 

assisted  the  invalid  to   reat  a  her  chamber, 

which  she  had  no  sooner  done,  than   Mrs, 

Wilson    told    her,  she   should    be   greatly 

obliged   by  ber  accompanying  one  of  fne 

work-girls,  >v^Ih»  Stood  with  a  bandbox  in 

her  ha-nd,  to  the  hou?e  of  a  lady  in  Welbeck- 

street,  whom  she  had  promised   to  attend 

with  some  trimmings  for  a  new  dress,  to  be 

iput  on  by^h^r^elf  upon  her  customer,  after 

•  the  dutieS'pf  the   toilette  were   otherwise 

GOippleited,  i^ttVithat  herjUness  had  detained 

:»feer^Q^ar- -beyond   tbje  promised  period, 

Ithat  she   must  now  take  a  coach,   in   order 

r.to  save  ^  wiufttL- time  as  possible  ;  for,  un- 

70 q[. '.  K  6  fortunately. 
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fortunately,  few  women  of  fashion  admitted 
apologies  from  people  in  her  way  of  life, 
even  if  as  ample  as  that  she  had  to  offer  in 
the  present  case. 

Unpleasant^  and  even  painful  as  the  com- 
mission was,  Florence  could  not  well  de- 
cline its  performance;  she  therefore  ac- 
quiesced, with  as  good  a  grace  as  she  couFd 
assume,  and  received,  with  perfect  atten- 
tion, all  the  necessary  directions  for  placing 
the  ornaments  to  the  best  advantage:  with 
many  injunctions  from  Mrs.  Wilson  to  re- 
member she  was  her  substitute,  and  not  to 
omit  every  possible  respect  to  the  lady, 
whom  she  feared  she  had  kept  waiting,  she 
at  length  dispatched  her  representative, 
with  her  little  attendant,  in  a  hackney- 
coach. 

Arrived  in  Welbeck-street,  the  gt'rl 
alighted  ;  and,  ringing  at  the  bell,  the  door 
was  opened  by  a  female^  whose  angVy  /coun- 
tenance proclaimed  a  storm^ — **  iStand  out 
of  the  way,  Joseph,  stand  out  of  the  way,! 
say  !"  she  vociferated,  as  she  pushed  aside  a 
0  'A  dapper 
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dapper  little  footman  in  his  best  livery; 
"  this  woman  comes  to  me,  and  a  pretty 
time  she  has  kept  me  dancing  attendance 
upon  her.  Pray,  ma'am,"  she  added, 
turmng  to  our  alarmed  heroine,  "  pray, 
ma'am,  what  have  you  got  to  say  for  your- 
self? here  have  we  been  waiting  for  an 
hour  and  a  half  for  this  here  trumpery  dra- 
pery ;  and  now  vou  are  come,  it  is  so  lafe, 
that  there  will  be  no  time  to  put  it  on  ;  the 
carriage  has  been  standing  at  the  door,  tfll 
the  coachman  says  liis  horses  w^ill  be  killed, 
and  all  for  your  vagaries." 

"  Illness  alone "  cried  Florence. 

"  Fiddle  faddle  stuff,''  interrupted  the 
enraged  Abigail ;  ''  tell  none  of  your  false- 
hoods to  me  ;  I  don't  believe  one  word  of 
it ;  but  walk  up  stairs,  walk  up  to  the  dress- 
ing room,  and  tell  what  you  have  got  to 
say  there,  for  it   is  all  lost  here  upon  me/* 

With  agitated  steps.   Miss  Vincent    fol- 
lowed her  as  she  ascended  the  stairs ;  and^ 
throwing  open  the  door,  she  exclaimed,  in 
»^  a  half 
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a- half  whisper  in  her  ear — "  There,  now;  I 
told  you  how  it  woivJid  be  !  look,  there's 
my  lady  drawing  on  her,  gloves;  and  I  am 
sure  now  yoa'H  be  sent  back  as  yo,iii  caitiej," 

Florence  did,  indeed,  *'  look-there;  j,7f<^r 
vhat  was  the  emotion  of  the  trembling 
girl^  when,  in  the  lady  -sfte.  was  sent  to 
dress,  she  beheld  her  old  friend  Ellen  i3er- 
tie,  and  by  her  side  sat  Horace  Bentinck, 
playing  Avith  her  fan  !  she  would  have..,at- 
tempted  instant  escape,  but,  petrified  with 
astonishment,  she  remained  rooted  to  the 
spot.  Her  veil  was  of  thick  muslin,;  Wt 
Ellen  did  not  turn  ;  she  merely  exclaimed 
— "  You  are  too  late,  Mrs  Wilson ;  I 
waited  until  the  last  mora  en  t,  \i\  hope  dF 
your  arrival  ;  but,  at  length,  despairing  of 
it,  I  have  substituted  another  dress/'      :    : 

*'  This  is-  not  Mrs.  Wilson,  ma'am/'  cra«d 
the  ohtrn^ivef ^tnme  -de  chmtilre;  "  h  as 
honly  one  of  her  apprentices^  ifar^  she  says 
her  mistress  is  ill"    ■..:■.:  •. 

*'  I  am  soriy  to  hear  it/'iresumed  Ellen, 
;.  :..  adjusting 
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adjusting  her  tucker.  ''  Now,  dear  Ben- 
linck,  my  fan,  and  I  am  ready.  But  pray 
how  long  has  poor  Mrs.  Wilson  been  ill?" 

"  Only  a  few  hours,  madam,"  replied 
the  trembling  Florence.  The  start  of  Ben- 
tinck  at  the  sound  of  her  voice  electrified 
her,  though  his  wife  appeared  not  to  recog- 
nize it:  terrified  at  the  bare  possibility  of 
a  discovery,  she  turned  abruptly,  and  quit- 
ted the  room,  with  emotions  she  had  never 
felt  before. 

With  precipitate  steps  she  had  nearly 
reached  the  stairs,  when  the  exclamation 
of — ''  Gracious  God  I  'tis  Florence  Vin- 
cent !  I  cannot  be  mistaken  !  Florence, 
dear  Florence,  hear  me!"  was  uttered  in 
the  well-known  accents  of  Bentinck,  as 
her  hand  was  clasped  in  his.  Staggering, 
she  leant  against  the  banisters  for  support:, 
and  resisted  the  eHbri  he  made  to  fold  her 
to  his  bosom.  They  were  now  joined  by 
the  astonished  Ellen,  who,  tenderly  em- 
bracing, drew  her  back  to  the  dressing- 
room  she  had  just  quitted^  as  the  astounded 

waiting-maid. 
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waitinc^-maid,  not  comprehendmg  the  ex- 
traordinary scene  before  her,  was  curtsey- 
ing her  way  out'of  it.  Innumerable  were 
the  questions  proposed,  and  kindly  sym- 
pathizing the  professions  of  lUlen;  she  in- 
sisted that  her  old  friend  should  remain 
where  she  was,  and  immediately  ofTered  to 
dispatch  an  apology  to  the  dinner-party  ; 
but  as  this  was  not  permitted  by  her  unex- 
pected visitor,  it  was  at  length  adjusted, 
that  they  should  all  ascend  the  carriage, 
and  that,  after  the  Bentincks  had  been  set 
down  at  the  house  where  they  were  en- 
gaged, it  should  proceed  with  Florence  to 
Mrs.  Wilson's;  and  the  next  day  she  assented 
to  accept  a  pressing  invitation  to  dinner. 

This  beins:  agreed  upon,  they  proceeded 
to  the  hall  door;  but  just  as  Ellen  had 
placed  her  foot  upon  the  step  of  the  car- 
riage, the  impatient  horses  moved  forward; 
she  slipt,  and  fell  with  such  violence,  that 
her  ancle  bent  under  her,  and  was  so  se- 
verely sprained,  that  she  was  carried  back 
in  the  arms  of  her  hysband,  fainting  with 

pain. 
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pain,  to  her  own  chamber:  remedies  were 
applied,  with  but  little  success;  the  foot, 
considerably  increased  in  size,  was  with 
difficulty  released  from  the  stocking,  and 
the  apology  was  now  unavoidable ;  Ben- 
tinck,  however,  undertook,  at  her  request^ 
to  make  it  in  person  ;  and  the  friends  were 
left  tete-d-iSte. 

The  mind  of  Florence  was  considerably 
iioothed  by  the  friendly,  and  even  affection- 
ate recognition  of  her  early  a'iscciate;  and 
although  she  had  firmly  resolved  to  resist 
every  overture  that  would  place  her  in  a 
state  of  dependence,  yet  it  was  truly  grate- 
ful to  her  lacerated  feelings,  that  a  home, 
under  the  roof  that  now  sheltered  lier,  had 
been  most  affectionately  pressed  upon  her 
acceptance.  t 

Bentinck  returned  at  an  early  hour,  and 
informed  Florence  that  he  had  detained  the 
carriage  to  convey  her  home  (after  he 
found  her  determined  to  decline  the  oflTer 
of  a  chamber  for  that  night)  ;  and  as  the 
jearly  hours  of  Mrs.  Wilson's >Quse  had  al- 

1  ready^ 
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rencVy  been  intriKled  upon,  she  took'an'af* 
fectionate  ]q\x\c  of  Ellen,  and  was  bidding 
adieu  to/ her  husband,  Avheiv.sKe  was  inter^ 
rupted  by  the.  former,  who  exclaimed— 
^'  No,  my  dear  friend,  it  is  impossible  to 
suflTer  your  return  home  at  this  hour  alone; 
accept,  therefoJ-e,  the  protection  of  major 
Bentinck,  who,  you  see,  has  already  taken 
tip  his  gloves  for  thtit  purpose ;  do  not  he- 
sitate, for  you  will  really  make  me  un- 
happy for  your  safety  if  you  do." 

Vain,  indeed,  was  all  opposition ;  and, 
.much  against  her  inclinations,  the  major 
followed  her  down  stairs,  and  stepping  into 
thecarriage  after  her,  ordered  it  to  Mrs. 
Wilson's.  A  silence  of  some  minutes  en*- 
sued,  interrupted  only  by  the  heavy  and 
profound  sighs  of  Horace:  at  length, 
gently  taking  her  hand,  he  attempted  rais- 
ing it  to  his  lips.  Florence,  in  some  dis- 
pleasure, withdrew  it. 

^'  This  is  unkind,  my  dear  friend;  when 
a  wife  throws  temptation  in  the  way  of  a 
frail  mortal;nt  is  surely  sufficient  sanction 

to 
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to  take  advantage  of  it :  but  do  not  misin- 
terpret me;  I  only  mean  the  innocent  in- 
dulgence you  forbid  :  this  dear  hand,  which 
I  so  often  have  pressed  to  my  lips,  which  I 
once  so  fondly  hoped " 

*'  Surely^  major  Bentinck,  you  forget 
our  relative  situations!  I  would  willingly 
afford  you  that  excuse^  for  it  would,  indeed, 
grieve  me  to  imagine,  but  for  a  moment, 
that  you  could  mean  to  ofiTend  me." 

"  If  such  an  impression  could  have  been 
made,  ah,  dear  Florence,  how  greatly  would 
you  have  wronged  me !  my  love  means 
not  to  take  the  habit  of  ofTence.** 

"  By  naming  it,  sir,  it  assumes  that  garb. 
Unable,  at  this  moment,  to  release  myself 
from  what  is  so  insulting  to  my  own  dig- 
nity, I  even  yet  trust  I  have  only  to  remind 
you  of  (hat  circumstarK:e,  to  free  myself 
from  allusions  at  once  injurious  to  my 
feelings,  and  my  sense  of  proprietv/' 

This  check  seemed  to  take  effect:  Ben- 
tinck  apologized;  but,  in  so  doing,  he  still 
did  not  renounce  the  subject  which  had 

given 
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given  rise  to  it;  nnd  the  stopping   of  the 
carriage  at  Mv$.  Wilson's,  was  one  of  the 
inost  joyful  moments  she  had  long  expe- 
rienced.    Hastily  bidding  him  good-night, 
she  ran  jnto  the  house;  and,  after  receiving 
satisfactory  accounts  of  the  amended  health 
■of  the  mistress  of  it,  proceeded  to  her  own 
chamber,  where,   throwing  herself  into  a 
chair,  her  full  heart  found  relief  in  a  burst 
of  tears.     The  various  causes  for  even  un» 
usual  agitation,  had  considerably  deranged 
her  nerves;  and  in  vain  she    courted  the 
aid  of  sleep.     Gratified  by  the  affection  of 
Kllen,  she  could  have  dwelt  with  inexpress- 
ible pleasure  upon  the  only  subject  which 
had  long  occurred  1o   her  to  excite  it,  if 
her  image  had  not  been  accompanied  by 
that  of  Bentinck,  whose  late  conduct  had 
both  afiiicted  and  mortified  her;  for   al- 
though she  no  longer  wished  to  retain  hia 
afTections,  his  esteem  and  regard  were  yet 
valuable  in  her  eyes:  but  reflection  upon 
the  conversation  which  had  so  recently  taken 
place,    became   at    length  softened   into 

something. 
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something    of    a   less  paiiifiil   nrrfure  than 
the  feeling  which  had  been  first  impressed, 
by  the  rccallection  that,   as  he   had  dined 
out,   it  was  more  than  probable  he  had  sa- 
crificed  too  largely    to  the  bottle,    to   be 
nware  of  the   nature  of  that   conversation 
he  had  ventured  upon  ;  and  much  was  th^  ' 
consolation  she  derived  from  this  reflection. 
Exhausted   bevond  what  she  had  Ion<>-  felt, 
her  sleep  was  so  profound,    that    the  kind 
Mrs.  Wilson,  who  had  herself  come  up  to 
thank  her  for  her  solicitude  during  her  late 
indisposition,  would  not  disturb  it,  to  make 
^hose  inquiries  curiosity,  or  a  more  lauda- 
ble interest,  had  excited,  from  the  report  of 
her  little  companion  o[  the  preceding  even- 
ing, and  the,  to  her,  inexplicable  event  of 
her  having  been  returned  home  in  the  car- 
riage of  the  lady  whose  dress  she  had  been 
sent  to  decorate. 

A  note,  however,  from  the  lady  in  ques- 
tion, which  required  an  answer,  compelled 
her  at  length  to  (iisturb  the  slumbers  of 
her  indulged  workwomai),   and   Florence 

opened 
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opened  her  eyes  upon  the  hand-writing  of 
Ellen  ;  it  contained  a  request  that  she 
Avoiild  name  an  early  hour  for  the  carriage 
to  attend  her,  in  order  that  she  might  fulfil 
her  engagement  of  the  day  before  ;  she 
professed  herself  better,  although  still  in 
much  pain  from  her  accident;  and  con* 
eluded  with  assurances  of  most  affectionate 
interest  on  her  behalf. 

Florence^  feeling  that  she  owed  much  to 
Mrs.  AVilson's  maternal  kindness,  placed  the 
letter  in  her  hand,  as  a  voucher  for  the  pro»» 
priety  of  her  conduct,  remembering,  with 
renewed  pain,  the  cruel  surmises,  and  con- 
sequent assertions,  of  the  unjust  Mrs.  Ben- 
son ;  and  having  received  a  smiling  per- 
mission to  accept  the  invitation  from  Mrs. 
Bentinck,  she  arose,  and,  dispatching  an  an- 
swer to  her  letter,  prepared  to  follow  it  in 
person. 

Arrived  in  Welbeck-street,  she  was  ush- 
ered into  the  dressing-room  of  her  friend, 
whoiD  she  found  still  unable  to  quit  it;  her 
greeting  was  as  cordial  as  had  been   their 

parting; 
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|3artitv:r;  and,  avoidir.vr  all  painful  retjo- 
spcction,  they  conversed  only  of  the  plea- 
sures, of  the  past,  until  the  hour  of  six 
brought  home  the  major,  and  interrupted 
their  icte-d~t<Uc. 

When  dinner  was  announced,  Florence 
was   inconceivably  distressed,   when,  after 
various  cfTopfs,  Mrs*  Bentlnck  declared  her 
total  inability  to  bear. a  removal,  and  jocu- 
larly requested  the  old   friends  would  take 
charge  of  each  other,  as  it  was   impossible 
for  her   to   preside  at    the  table,  which   as 
soon  as  they  had  dismissed,  she  would  rea- 
dily readmit  them   to  her  presence.     The 
major  received   the  hand  his  wife  yet  held 
in  her  own,  and,   gaily  kissing  it,  assured 
her  of  his  wi-jhes  to  exert  himself  to  the 
utmost  to   obey  her  commands ;  and   they 
•proceeded  to  the  dining-room  together. 
-^  i   The  awkwardness  of  poor  Florence's  si- 
'tuation,  she  was  so  truly  sensible   of,   that 
it  threw  an  air  of  embarrassment  over  her 
manners,  which  did   not  pass   unobserved 
by  her  companion,  though  its  source  was 
6  placed 
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plaeed  to  a  far  different  account  than  thereat 
one;  ascribing  th^  impropriety 'of  his  past 
conduct  to  the  score  of'  inebracty.ishe  feared 
to  notice  it  by  adopting  too  muchreservei 
Jest  it  should  give  rise  to  an  impression 
that  she  looked  4o  its  renewal,  when  he 
might  possibly  no  longer  reraember  it ;  and 
she  felt  equally  apprehensive  of  passing  it 
over  in  silencci  and. adopting  no  change  of 
conduct  towards  him,  lest  he  should  mis- 
construe it  into  encouragement :  divided 
between  two  opinions,  her  situation  be- 
came ^  truly  painful  'one  ;  nor  was.  her  con- 
fusion lessened,  when,  leading  her  to  the 
head  of  the  table,  he  requested  she  would 
do  him  the  honour  of  taking  that  seat ;  the 
manner  gave  effect  to  the  compliment, 
which,  though  nothing'  in  itself,'  yet  ac- 
companied with  an  expressive  look,  and  a 
tender  pressure  of  the  hand,  carried  more 
force  than  she  conceived  came  within  the 
bounds  of  propriety.  'i   • 

As  soon  as  the  servants  could  possibly  be 
dismissed  from  attendance,  -  they  were  so, 

when 
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x\>hen  Bentinck,  drawing  his  chair  near  to 
the  trembling  Florence,  left  her  not  long 
doubtful   of  his  real  character.     With  ela- 
borate professions  of  the  fervor  of  undimi- 
nished passion,  he  dared  breathe  in  her  ear 
the  most  infamous  proposition  ;  the  regard 
of  Ellen  for  her,  he  rendered  the  chief  in* 
strument  of  his  villanous  design  ;  the  pres- 
sing invitation  she  had  given  her  to  reside 
^vith  them,   he  earnestly  implored  her  to 
accept;  at  the  same  lime,  he  assured  her  of 
his  determination  to  secure  her  so  ample 
an  independence,  that  if  whim,  caprice,  or 
inclination  on  her  side,  for  no  such  casualty 
could  arise  on  his,  should  hereafter  lead  to 
a  separation,  she  v/ould,  in  that  event,  be 
fully  secured  from  the  frowns  of  Fate;  and 
crow^ned   the  whole,  bv  oflerins:   to   bind 
himself,  by  the  most  solemn  obligations^  td 
render  her  his,  by  a  legitimate  tie,  if  kind 
fortune  should,  at  any  future  period,  eman» 
cipate  him  from  his  present  bondage. 

That  the  w^-etched  girl  had  remained  si- 
lent throughout  this  harangue^    proceeded 
VOL.  III.  L  from 
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from  total  inability  to  articulate  a  single 
syllable.  The  mask  thus  effectually  re- 
moved, she  gazed  with  horror  upon  him 
she  had  once  preferred  to  all  mankind  ; 
she  felt  too  much  to  express  those  feelings; 
but,  struggling  for  composure,  she  rose 
from  her  seat  with  an  air  of  dignity,  that 
appalled  her  libertine  companion,  as  she 
replied — ''  The  apology,  major  Bentinck, 
if  such  conduct  admitted  of  any  palliative, 
the  remaiiis  of  that  esteem  with  which  I 

'A 

once  regarded  you,  last  night  offered  on 
your  behalf,  was  the  hope  that  the  engage- 
ments of  the  day  had  induced  too  large  a 
sacrifice  at  the  table  to  leave  you  master  of 
vour  own  actions,  and  that  the  effects  of 
-winehad, fora  moment, permitted  thatlapse 
of  reason,  to  which  alone  I  could  impute 
the  insult  then  offered  me;  but  if  I  could 
have  imagined  it  possible  to  have  been  but 
the  commencement  of  a  systematic  plan, 
be  assured  I  would  not  again  have  exposed 
myself  to  the  possibility  of  beholding  so 
contemptible  an  instance  of  human  de- 
pravity ! 
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pravity  !     Spare   yourself,  sir,   the  abject 
attitude  you  have  assumed,  or  transfer  it  to 
your  injured  and  most  respectable  wife,  to 
whom  I  now  go  :  well  may  the  dissembling 
hypocrite  tremble;    but  for  her  sake,  your 
secret  is  safe  :  presume  not   to  follow  me, 
lest  indignation  taking   the   lead,  I   forget 
ray  more  prudent  resolve,  and  exhibit,  in 
his  proper  colours,   the  man  who  has  out- 
raged the  laws  of  hospitality   twice,   and 
who   has  dared   to    insult  an  indigent  and 
unprotected  female,  because  she  is  so  !" 

Florence,  too  much  agitated  immedi- 
ately to  venture  into  the  presence  of  Ellen, 
seated  herself  a  few  minutes  in  an  adjoin- 
ing room  to  recover  composure,  having 
left  major  Bentinck  to  digest  as  he  might 
the  severity  with  which  her  reply  had  been 
clothed ;  while  he,  conscious  of  the  light  in 
which  he  must  appear  in  the  eves  of  in- 
sulted chastity,  was  suffering  all  the  bitter- 
ness of  self-reproach,  the  severest  punish- 
ment which  human  nature  can  sustain. 

Fortunately  for  poor  Florence,  she  had 
L  2  learned. 
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learned,  from  past  disastrous  events,  in  some 
measure  to  command  her  feelings,  and  ren- 
der them  in  a  degree  submissive  to  circum- 
stance, when  circumstance  did  not  militate 
against  her  more  virtuous  and  estimable 
emotions.  She  was  now  fully  aware  that 
the  happiness  of  her  friend  was  at  stake  ; 
for,  although  convinced  that  resentment  on 
both  sides  had  been  the  basis  of  this  con- 
nexion, still  she  deemed  the  impression 
rather  an  additional  cause  for  dread,  than 
if  a  more  tender  sentiment  existed,  since 
esteem  being  the  sole  ligament  which 
could  bind  Ellen  to  Bentinck,  it  doubly 
behoved  her  not  to  destroy  the  last  link  of 
domestic  unanimity. 

There  is  nothing  more  difficult,  as  well 
as  painful,  than  the  necessity  of  practising 
the  slightest  deception  towards  a  friend ; 
and  the  ingenuous  heart  of  Miss  Vincent 
sighed  beneath  this  last  trial  of  torturing 
effort. 

"  I  have  been  busied,  my  dear  girl,"  said 
Mrs.  Bentinck^  as  she  re-entered  the  room, 

''in 
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"  in  a  train  of  reflections  since  you  left 
me,  and  have  arranged  the  whole  group  to 
my  entire  satisfaction ;  nor  will  I  permit 
you  to  spoil  the  little  web  of  felicity  I 
have  spun  in  Fancy's  happiest  colours,  for 
I  trust  it  will  enclose  a  trio  of  sincere  and 
tender  friends.  Nav,  now  no  reference  to 
such  little  obstacles  as  you  ventured  this 
morning ;  indeed  I  must  arrange  every- 
thing after  my  own  plan.'' 

The  fluttering  pulse  of  expiring  hope 
agitated  the  bosom  of  poor  Florence ;  she 
felt  how  difficult  was  the  path  which  cir- 
cumstance had  alone  left  for  her  pursuit; 
and,  delicately  apprehensive  of  giving 
birth  to  suspicion  connected  with  Bentinck, 
she  stood  for  a  moment  mute  and  irreso- 
.  lute.  At  length,  aiTectionately  pressing 
the  hand  of  Ellen  between  her  own,  while 
the  tears  trembled  in  her  eyes,  she  faintly 
articulated — "  Such  a  scheme  of  felicity^ 
my  beloved  Ellen,  I  dare  not  even  hope  to 
jealize  !  Fate  has  marked  another  course 
l3  hv 


$22         Tin-:  inhacitants  op  earth. 

for  mc;  do  not  then  pain  me  by  a  flatter*^ 
ing  future  I  can  never  attain.** 

''Florence/*  returned  the  former,  *'  what 
is  this  fastidious  pride  that  operates  to 
your  rejection  of  my  schemes  ?  Alas  !  my 
dear  girl,  we  must  all,  in  life's  checquered 
course,  some  time  or  other,  feel  the  neces- 
sity of  support'from  friendship  ;  we  can- 
not expect  to  be  always  independent  crea- 
tures: yes,  Florence,  at  this  very  moment 
1  will  candidly  acknowledge  myself  depen- 
dent upon  you;"  and  she  looked  expres- 
sively at  her  as  she  subjoined, 

*'  The  grief  that  does  not  speak, 
Whispefi  the  o'erfiaught  heart,  and  bids  it  break." 

*^  Alas  !  dear  Ellen,  too  v.ell  can  I  apply 
those  lines  to  my  own  feelings;  my  course 
has  been  marked  with  adversity,  and  my 
school  has  indeed  been  that  of  misery  !  but 
n  sad  indulgence  in  frivolity,  folly,  caprice, 
and  a  train  such  as  may  be  expected  to 
follow  them,   in  early  life  occupied   my 

mind, 
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mind,  to  the  exclusion  of  more  worthy  in- 
mates; and  if  I  am  too  sensitive  to  the  re- 
verse of  scenery  I  have  experienced^  it  is 
perhaps  not  difficult  to  trace  the  spring. 
But  with  you  the  aspect  of  fortune  is  diffe- 
rent; reject  not  then,  my  friend,  what  is 
within  your  grasp,  by  seeking  to  attain 
more  than  the  lot  of  humanity  allows;  be 
satisfied  with  the  blessings  you  possess,  and 
resign  all  expectation  of  unadulterate  feli- 
city/' 

"  And  yet  once  I  dared  indulge  that  de- 
lusive dream  !  but  ah,  my  friend,  amid  all 
your  misfortunes,  vour  heart  has  still  been 
free;  it  has  never  known  the  cruel  bondage 
of  Love's  dominion;  it  has  never  had  to 
weep  the  destruction  of  its  dearest  object; 
nor  yet,  amid  the  rush  of  torturing  resent- 
ment, to  shudder  at  the  horrid  fate  which 
attended  his  untimely  death.'* 

*'  Gracious  God ! "  exclaimed  our  alarmed 

orphan,  *'  what  can  I  infer  ?      Sidney  Mait- 

land  !   for  to   hirn    you   must  allude;   that 

dear  unfortunate  friend  has  then  in  death 

L  4  received 
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received  a  termination  of  those  mysterious 
sorrows  which  appeared  so  cruelly  to 
haunt  his  mind  I" 

The  silence,  the  tears,  the  despairing  ex- 
pression of  feature  in  the  countenance  of 
Ellen,  confirmed  the  sad  idea;  and  the  af- 
fectionate heart  of  Florence  experienced 
another  pang,  at  the  painful  intelligence  of 
the  demise  of  one  so  sincerely  regarded. 

"  My  present  emotion,'*  resumed  Mrs. 
Bentinck,  after  a  considerable  uninter- 
rupted pause,  '*  will  too  plainly  evince  to 
you,  that  my  attachment  to  Sidney, Mai t^^- 
land  has  never  been  superseded  ;i^  for  aLas^f' 
a  husband  claims  no  pre-eminence  in  my 
bosom  !  under  these  circumstances,  I  should 
never  have  married,  had  I  not  every  reason 
to  be  convinced  that  Bentinck  was  equally 
indifferent  as  myself,  and  that  we  met  on 
fair  and  equitable  ground  ;  but  when  I  ihiis 
acted,  my  friend,  I  did  not  compound 
for  the  coldly  suspicious  husband;  I  ima- 
gined that  he  would  be  too  careless  and 
inditTerent  to  analize  the  state  of  my  heart, 

if 


THE  INHABITANTS  OF  EARTH.  225 

if  my  actions  were  guided  by  that  proprie- 
ty and  chastity  which  m\  principles  would 
secure;  but  I  was  mistaken;  and  he  who 
can  range  unfettered  in  the  wilds  of  dissi- 
pation, and  amuse  the  hour  with  a  passing 
favourite,  would  command  each  look,  each 
%vord,  each  movement  of  hi^  wife;  he  .vould 
be  the  miser  of  her  affections,  yet  the  pro- 
digal of  his  own  :  Horace  has  been  too 
much  the  man  of  successful  gallantry  and 
intrigue,  to  have  confidence  in  woman  ; 
and  although  I  am  far,  very  far  from  coa- 
ceiving  he  has  ever  been,  or  ever  will  be  the 
systematic  seducer,  or  the  depraved  sen- 
sualist, still  he  has  lived  too  gav,  too  free  a 
life,  easily  to  become  the  domestic  compa- 
nion, or  the  confiding  husband  :  and  even 
had  he  married  to  the  object  of  his  dear- 
est affections,  hei-s  might  not  have  beeia 
the  happier  fate,  since  such  is  his  disposi- 
tion, that  he  would  be  even  jealous  of  her 
influence  over  himself,  and  be  tormented 
with  apprehensions,  lest  the  strength  of  his 
own  attachment  should  blind  him  to  her 
L  5  frailtv ; 
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frailty  ;  for  error  and  folly  he  believes  the 
natural  appendages  of  woman  !  Such,  my 
dear  girl,  is  the  character  of  my  husband; 
and  in  every  other  situation  of  life  save 
that,  I  believe  he  would  shine  conspicu- 
ously great:  but  I  again  repeat,  Bentinck 
is  not  formed  for  connubial  life;  it  would, 
under  no  circumstances,  secure  his  happi- 
ness, or  bestow  it  on  his  wife.  That  he  has 
loved  you,  that  he  still  passionately  loves 
you,  Florence,  I  am  perfectly  aware;  and 
pardon  me,  my  dear  friend,  if  I  venture  to 
surmise,  that  this  is  the  source  of  your  ob- 
jection to  residing  with  us;  but  convinced 
as  I  am,  from  your  positive  rejection  of  his 
certainly  unexceptionable  proposals  of 
marriage,  that  no  reciprocity  of  affection 
has  ever  subsisted,  I  see  no  reason  why  this 
should  operate.  I  have,"  she  continued, 
deeply  sighing,  ^'  no  desire  to  win  the 
heart  of  Horace,  even  were  it  in  my  power, 
since  his  attachinent  would  rather  oppress 
and  disturb  me  for  my  bosom  is  cold  to  se- 
cond love;  and  I  firmly  rest  on  the  nice  and 

'  delicate 
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delicate  sense  of  honour  ^vhich  marks  the 
worldlv  character  of  major  Bentinck,  toge- 
ther with  the  proud  estimation  in  which  he 
holds  his  own  rectitude,  to  secure  you 
from  the  sliohtest  unpleasant  reference  to 
his  feelins^s;  while  the  course  of  ceaseless 
dissipation  he  is  in  the  habit  of  pursuing 
%vill  render  him  but  seldom  our  companion ; 
and  we,  my  beloved  friend,  will  enjoy  the 
only  oTatification  which  Fate  appears  to 
have  reserved  for  us,  that  of  mutual  confi- 
dence, and  reciprocal  sympathy;  you  will 
be  mv  only  consolation,  my  only  comfort. 
Oh,  Florence  !  speak,  tell  me  you  will  not 
desert  a  miserable,  wTetched  wife  !** 

The  half-distracted  orphan  threw  herself 
on  the  bosom  of  Ellen,  and  they  mutually- 
wept  in  the  arms  of  each  other.  But  pain- 
ful indeed  was  the  task  to  refuse  the  boon 
implored,  though  the  impossibility  of  ac- 
quiescence placed  it  happily  beyond  her 
deliberation.  She  soothed,  in  gentlest  ac- 
cents, the  interesting  mourner,  she  pointed 
out  to  her  the  path  of  duty,  and  gently 
L  Q  condemned 
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condemned  the  grounds  upon  which  she 
had  acted,  in  assuming  the  sacred <rharacteT 
of  wife;  but  all  was  lost  in  despairing 
gloom.  The  wretched  Ellen  seemed  to 
have  placed  her  only  hope  for  the  futuite 
on  Florence;  and  poor  Florence  was  fated 
to  wield  the  additional  pang,  which  was 
alone  wanting  to  complete  her  miseries. 

The  embarrassment,  however,  which 
overshadowed  the  manner  of  Miss  Vincent, 
as  she  was  compelled  to  decline  the  ar- 
rangements of  her  friend,  at  length  awak- 
ened a  painful  apprehension  in  the  bosom 
of  Mrs  Bentinck;  she  began  to  fear  rhat 
Florence  was  not  so  indifiTerent  to  Horace, 
as  she  had  from  circumstances  hitherto  been 
led  to  conclude;  but  that  her  heart  ac- 
knowledged for  him  a  latent  interest,  which 
induced  her  so  anxiously  to  avoid  his  pre- 
sence. This  idea  was,  however,  but  vague 
and  indefinite;  still  it  was  sufficient  to 
shock  and  distress  poor  Ellen,  who  almost 
accused  herself  as  responsible  for  her  un- 
happiness ;  since,  if  she  had  not  accepted 

what 
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what  she  knew  to  be  his  desperate  propo- 
sals, in  a  moment  of  rash  resentment,  he 
might  still  have  been  free  to  shelter  Flo- 
rence from  that  poverty  and  dependence 
to  which  she  Was  now  reduced. 

Miss  Vincent  surmised  but  too  correctly 
the  inference  which  had  been  drawn  from 
her  strange  and  perplexed  objections  to 
becoming  an  inmate  beneath  the  roof  of 
major  Ben ti nek  ;  but  with  a  native  genero- 
sity of  character,  she  preferred  that  her 
friend  should  place  her  present  conduct  to 
the  account  of  a  weakness,  and  doubt  of 
the  firmness  of  her  own  heart,  rather  than 
she  should  discover  the  real  source  to  exist 
in  the  culpability  and  unworthiness  of  a 
husband,  whom  she  already  appeared  to 
regard  but  too  lightly,  whose  errors  she 
was  ill  inclined  to*  palliate,  and  for  whoih 
she  certainly  felt  no  one  sentiment  calcu- 
lated to  rivet  the  happiness,  or  even  com- 
fort of  domestic  life. 

Florence,  however,  still  hoped  to  pre- 
"serve  her  from  the  hoVror  of  absolute*  don- 
tempt 
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teiiipt  and  detestation  ;  for,  aware  of  the 
loftv  character  of  each  party,  she  trembled 
for  the  effects  of  open  aversion  on  the  part 
of  Mrs.  Bentinck,  which  she  knew  would 
inevitably  ensue;  and,  thus  acting  vvith 
-  newlv-acquired  prudence,  mingled  with  a 
spontaneous  tenderness  of  feeling,  Miss 
Vincent  yet  suffered  her  friend  to  continue 
in  error  as  to  the  source  of  her  conduct. 

Major  Bentinck  did  not  ao^ain  appear 
that  e\ep.ing  ;  and,  as  earlv  as  circum- 
stances authorized,  our  hapless  orphan 
sought  her  humble  home  But  sleepless 
was  the  night  which  ensued,  for  Florence 
had  indeed  cause  for  reflection  ;  and  she 
shuddered  over  the  recollection,  that  had 
not  adversity  modelled  her  heort  to  more 
of  rationality  in  its  pursuits  and  affections, 
Bentinck  might  even,  at  this  moment,  have 
been  a  dangerous  object  to  her  peace, 
though  she  trusted,  under  nq  circumstances, 
to  those  virtuous  principles  which  are  the 
best  and  surest  defence  of  female  dignity. 

Under  the  plea  of  indisposition^   Flo- 
rence 
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rence  ventured  to  request  breakfast  should 
be  sent  up  to  her  in  her  own  chamber,  in 
preference  to  joining  lier  customarv  com- 
panions at  that  meal :  this  was  readily  com- 
plied with;  and  the  worthy  Mrs.  Wilsoil 
herself  came  to  her  to  inquire  the  nature 
of  her  indisposition,  and  offer  the  best  ad- 
vice in  her  power  for  its  alleviation.  This 
attention,  however  friendlv  and  well  meant, 
was  certainly  ill -limed  ;  yet  Florence  ex- 
pressed herself  as  she  really  felt,  grateful 
for  rhe  motive,  although  she  was  relieved 
when  its  effects  were  past. 

Having,  however,  spent  the  last  day 
exempt  fro">i  emnlovment,  Florence  recol- 
lected the  necessity  of  being  doubly  dili- 
gent on  this  ;  and  malgre  inclination,  at 
length  prepared  to  descend  to  her  daily  oc- 
cupation, when  her  steps  were  arrested  by 
the  delivery  of  a  letter.  She  turned  pale 
at  the  sight  of  the  writing ;  again  she  re- 
treated into  her  own  apartment,  and, 
tlirowing  the  letter  on  the  table,  resigned 
herself  to  renewed  distress.     It  was  indeed 

from 
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/from  major. Benti nek;  the  seal  and  super- 
scription equally  proclaimed  it;  and  our 
orphan  trembled  at  this  implied  prose- 
cution of  his  infamous  proposals:  to  re- 
turn it  unopened,  was  what  appeared  as 
likely  thfe  most  to  evince  the  contempt 
and  detestation  which  the  conduct  of 
the  writer  inspired;  but  how  was  this  to 
be  effected?  since  Elien  was  too  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  her  hand-writing 
to  be  deceived  in  it;  and  after  the  newly- 
.raised  idea  which  the  mind  of  Mrs.  Ben- 
tinck  had  embraced  the  preceding  evening, 
what  inference  could  she  draw  from  a 
-correspondence  between  her  husband  and 
■friend,  but  one  the  most  derogatory  to  the 
virtue  and  principles  of  Florence,  under 
past  and  present  circumstances  of  poverty  ? 
yet,  did  she  attempt  to  disguise  the  writing, 
would  it  not  imply  fears,  which  might  au- 
-thorize  the  temerity  and  presumption  of 
the  libertine  husband? 

In  this  cruel   dilemma,  as  the  letter  yet 

lay  on  her  dressing-table,  and  the  eyes  of 

J  the 
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the  unfortunate  girl  were  averted,  as  if  her 
very  heart  recoiled  from  beholding  a  proof 
of  dishonour  and  perfidy  in  him  she  had 
once  so  fondly  estimated,  a  low  knock  at 
her  chamber-door  compelled  her  to  an- 
swer the  appeal  for  admission  ;  yet  she  felt 
relieved  on  finding  it  was  not  Mrs.  Wilson, 
but  only  one  of  the  little  errand-girls,  to 
inform  her  a  lady  was  in  the  parlour,  who 
wished  to  see  her,  but  had  delivered  no 
name. 

Miss  Vincent  naturally  concluded  this 
visitor  could  be  no  other  than  Mrs.  Ben- 
tinck  herself;  and  effort  was  again  assayed 
to  meet  her  friend  with  subdued  agitation, 
for  she  was,  in  truth,  certainly  at  this  mo- 
ment no  desirable  companion;  as  Florence 
felt  all  the  embarrassment  of  her  situation, 
she  dreaded  erroneous  construction  from 
her  confusion  and  evident  distress^  and  yet 
feared  a  discovery  of  the  real  source;  still 
the  claims  of  friendship  were  vivid  in  the 
breast  of  our  heroine,  and  with  assumed 
composure;  she  prepared  to  descend  to  the 

room 
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roonv  of  reception.  But  Fate  had  decreed 
that,  at  this  moment,  one  little  drop  of 
comfort  should  be  infused  into  the  chalice 
of  misfortune,  which  had  for  so  many  te- 
dious months  been  the  portion  of  poor 
Florence ;  for  it  was  in  the  arms  of  a 
friend,  a  dear  and  grateful  friend,  that  she 
now  was  folded,  and  that  being  was  the 
amiable  Portuguese,  whom  the  benevo- 
lence of  the  youthful  Qiistress  of  Trent 
Abbey  had  rescued  from  indigence  and 
misery,  to  become  eventually  her  support 
and  solace  in  this  hour  of  painful  emer- 
gency. 

With  distress,  however,  Agnes  beheld 
the  ravages  of  sickness  and  of  sorrow  on 
the  once-blooming  brilliant  beauty ;  but, 
fearing  the  effect,  carefully  concealed  her 
own  apprehensions  from  the  lovely  invalid. 
Their  conversation  could  only  be  a  restrain- 
ed one,  as  several  of  the  apprentices  were  in. 
the  room  at  work.  Agnes,  therefore,  soon 
proposed  that  her  friend  should  accompany 
her  in  an  airing  in  the  park,  when  she  pro- 
fessed 
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fessecl  her  intention  of  communicatlnj^  all 
Ihose  particulars  respecting  herself,  which 
she  was,  no  doubt,  desirous  of  knowing, 
since  she  had  been  the  happy  instrument 
of  giving  them  birth  :  but  although  truly 
anxious  to  receive  from  her  similar  intelli- 
gence, she  hinted  not  at  the  past  in  what 
related  to  the  aflairs  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Trent  Abbey,  lest  she  should  distress  her 
woe-worn  friend. 

Florence  readily  accepted  the  invitation; 
and  retiring  to  equip  herself  for  the  drive, 
encountered  the  smiling  Mrs.  Wilson,  who 
had  jusi  quitted  the  door,  where  she  had 
been  attentively  examining  the  arms  and 
appendages  of  the  elegant  equipage  ia 
waiting. 

Our  orphan  blushed  at  the' recollection 
of  still  remaining  thoughtlessness^  in  the 
independent  conuuct  she  had  for  the  last 
few  days  adopted  ;  and  was  now  fully  sen- 
sible  of  the  cause  for  astonishment  to  the 
good  w6man,  who  certainly  could  not  ac- 
count for  such  contradictory  appearances 

as 
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ss  suddenly  attached  to  her;  she  there- 
fore faintly  smiled,  as,  gratefully  pressing 
her  hand,  she  exclaimed — ''  My  dear  Mrs. 
Wilson,  I  feel  truly  obliged  for  the  indul- 
gence you  have  shewn  me,  ever  since  I  have 
received  the  protection  of  your  roof,  but 
more  particularly  am  I  indebted  to  your 
kindness  within  the  last  week  ;  I  shall  not 
however  encroach  much  longer  ujx>n  the 
tenevofence  of  your  disposition ;  this  is  the 
last  day  I  shall  allow  myself;  to-morrow  I 
return  to  the  work-room,  where  my  dili- 
gence shall  lead  you  to  forget  the  many 
idle  hours  I  have  recently  stolen/* 


CHAP. 
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CIMR  XII. 

I've  been  surprisM  in  an  unguarded  hour; 

But  must  not  now  go  back ;  the  love  that  lay 

Half  smolher'd  in  my  breast,  has  broke  through  all 

Its  weak  restraints,  and  burns  in  its  full  lustre; 

I  cannot)  if  I  would,  conceal  it  fiom  thee.        AoDisOjr, 

The  lUegilimate, 

Our  heroine  ^vas  no  longer  a  devotee  to 
the  toilette;  and  being  consequently  soon 
equipped,  returned  to  the  room  where  she 
had  left  Agnes,  and  then  accompanied  her 
to  the  carriage,  which,  from  the  sable  live- 
ries of  attendants,  she  concluded  to  be  that 
of  Mrs.  Maitland;  and  anxious  to  gain 
more  particulars  of  the  hapless  fate  of  Sid- 
ney, than  she  had  ventured  to  inquire  of 

the 
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the  heart-broken  Ellen,  she  at  once  entered 
upon  the  melancholy  theme  to  the  kind 
Portuguese. 

Agnes  having  minutely  recounted  the 
dreadful  accident  which  had  terminated  the 
life  of  ivlr.  Maitland,  together  with  those 
particulars  of  his  unfortunate  misguided 
widoWj  which  she  considered  herself  at  li- 
berty to  relate,  then  acquainted  Florence 
that  it  was  through  the  medium  of  the 
Fenners  she  had  at  last  gained  a  clue  to 
reach  her,  which  she  had  long  most  sedu- 
lously, but  vainly  sought;  and,  having 
touched  upon  all  that  she  deemed  more 
immediately  interesting  to  her  friend,  pro- 
ceeded to  detail  the,  remaining  little  inci- 
dents of  her  life,  as  connected  with  the  fa- 
mily of  Somerton,  for  which  purpose  it 
was  necessary  she  should  refer  to  past  days, 
and  give  some  account  of  the  senior  bran- 
ches of  that  house. 

Godfrey,  late  earl  of  Somerton,  left  two 
sons ;  the  elder,  who  succeeded  him,  we 
have  hitherto  distinguished  by  his  father's 

title; 
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title;  the  composition  of  his  mind  was 
tvranny,  pride,  rancour,  and  unbending 
arrogance;  his  fortune  was  unincumbered 
and  large;  and  ample  were  his  means  for 
the  indulgence  of  those  unworthy  traits  of 
character  we  have  pictured. 

Edmund,  the  younger,  a  soldier  of  dra- 
goons, was  lively,  careless,  sufTiciently 
thoughtless  and  inconsiderate  to  plunge 
into  guilt  ere  he  suspected  error,  and  con- 
stantly at  open  variance  with  the  worldly 
opinions  and  pursuits  of  his  brother;  not- 
withstanding which,  he  certainly  possessed 
all  the  affections  with  Vvhich  Nature  had 
gifted  the  earl.  The  latter  soon  formed  a 
matrimonial  alliance ;  and  as  the  elect-ion 
of  the  heart  had  ever  been  with  him  a 
matter  of  derision,  this  union  had  been 
completed  according  to  his  undeviating 
practice;  consequently  birth,  connexions, 
and  fortune,  were  combined  in  the  new- 
made  countess.  Edmund  had  ever  been 
accustomed  to  unlicensed  pursuits  in  the 
field  of  gallantry ;  devoted  to  the  fair  sex, 

he 
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he  had  associated  but  too  much  ^vith  the 
Jeast  amiable- part,  and  had  forsworn  any 
attempt  to  realize  connubial  happiness, 
sensible  of  the  versatility  and  inconstancy 
of  his  own  nature,  and  justly  appreciating 
the  conduct  and  principles  of  the  married 
libertine. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  encoun* 
tered,  at  the  fashionable  boarding-table  of 
Buxton,  a  modern  Eloise,  who,  like  himself, 
disclaimed  the  trammels  of  legal  connex* 
jon  :  Edmund  was  enchanted  ;  she  posses- 
sed the  dangerous  gift  of  beauty,  with  a 
mind  formed  from  romance,  of  contagious 
and  destructive  tendency,  having  been  left 
by  a  novel-zvriiing  motlier  to  her  own  selec- 
tion of  reading.  The  eventual  consequence 
was  an  elopement,  at  a  moment  when  a 
discovery  of  the  nature  of  her  acquaint- 
ance with  the  elegant  and  seductive  Ed-* 
niund  would  inevitably  have  been  other- 
wise made  to  the  world  of  her  sphere.  The 
wretched  and  misguided  girl  had  an  only- 
brother   in    the   Guards;  he   pursued  her 

paramour. 
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paramour^  and  a  duel  was  the  result.  Ed- 
mund was  brought  home  apparently  dead, 
and  covered  with  blood,  upon  a  hurdle, 
borne  thither  by  the  humanity  of  some 
haymakers,  who  were  accidentally  passing 
through  the  field  to  their  morning  work  at 
the  awful  moment.  Having  delivered  the 
wounded  man  into  safe  hands,  the  victor 
stept  into  the  chaise  in  waiting,  and  disap- 
peared. The  peasants  bore  their  bleeding 
charge  to  the  house  he  occupied;  his  fair 
companion,  terrified  at  the  awful  and  un- 
expected sight,  was  conveyed  to  her  cham- 
ber in  convulsions;  a  few  hours  gave  birth 
to  a  son,  and  terminated  the  existence  of 
his  hapless  mother. 

It  was  some  weeks  ere  the  attendants 
ventured  to  declare  the  real  situalion  of 
affairs,  orthe  unfortunate  fair  one's  untimely 
fate,  to  the  miserable  Edmund.  His  heart 
was  the  seat  of  many  virtues;  and  he  had 
erred  rather  from  the  want  of  a  proper  edu- 
cation, and  the  habit  of  acting  more  from 
impulse,   than  from  innate  depravity  :  his 

VOL.  III.  M  wounds 
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wounds  burst  out  afresh;  alarming  symp- 
toms presented  themselves  ;  and  an  express 
was  sent  ofTfor  his  brother:  ere  his  arrival, 
appearances  were  yet  more  unfavourable; 
and,  convinced  that  his  final  dissolution  was 
near,  he  bequeathed,  in  solemn  terms,  his 
infant  orphan  to  his  care,  imploring,  with 
bitter  tears  of  remorse  and  regret,  that  the 
poor  boy  might  suppose  himself  the  illegi- 
timate   offspring    of  the    earl,    by    which 
means  he  would  be  enabled  with  great  ease 
to  arrange  whatever  might  relate  to  him, 
and  thereby  acquire  from  the  asserted  rela- 
tionship more  perfect  and  implicit  acqui- 
escence  in    his  commands  and  decisions, 
with  regard  to  his  future   disposal.     The 
promise  was  faithfully  given ;  and  the  re- 
pentant dying  father  having  baptized  his 
son  by  his  own  name,  expired  in  a  few  days 
after  the  event. 

The  infant  was  given  in  charge  to  a  very 
respectable  woman,  the  wife  of  a  serjeant 
in  major  Edgecombe's  regiment,  who,  with, 
the  child,  followed  the  earl  to  town,  her 

husband 
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luisband  having  accompanied  the  corps 
abroad  ;  while  the  allowance  for  the  care 
of  the  child  was  sufficiently  ample  to  in- 
duce her  to  consent  to  a  temporary  sepa- 
ration by  remaining  in  England. 

With  Mrs.  Hamblyn,  the  little  Edmund 
passed  his  three  first  infant  years;  during 
that  time,  lord  Somerton  had  also  become 
the  father  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter  ; 
and  the  orphaned  Oswald  being  now  re- 
moved to  his  mansion,  the  four  children 
were  brought  up  together,  nor  at  that  time 
was  the  slightest  distinction  made;  for  in 
the  only  instance  where  rectitude  or  gene- 
rosity marked  the  character  of  lord  Somer- 
ton, we  must  not  omit  to  afTord  him  the  full 
merit  which  attached  to  the  conduct  he 
observed  towards  his  late  brother's  off- 
fpring,  whose  education  throughout  had 
been  the  same  as  that  of  the  presumptive 
heir  of  his  house. 

Lady  Susan  was  five  years   the  junior  of 

the    youngest,    as    her    birth  immediately 

succeeded    the    death    of  the    then    only 

K  2  daugiiter 
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daughter  of  the  earl,  which  took  place  two 
years  after  the  admission  of  Edmund  into 
the  family.  She  had_,  therefore^  just  reach- 
ed the  thirteenth  anniversary  of  her  natal 
day,  when  the  young  men  prepared  for 
their  continental  tour  :  the  heart  of  Susan 
had,  from  earliest  infancy,  acknowledged 
the  unvaried  affection  and  kindness  of  Os- 
wald, whom  she  had  been  taught  by  her 
father  to  believe  an  indigent  and  unfor- 
tunate dependent  upon  him  ;  but  had  ne- 
ver known  the  particulars  attached  to  his 
situation,  or  by  what  means  he  had  be- 
come so.  On  the  other  hand,  he  had  ever 
fondly  loved  the  pretty  Susan,  and  never 
so  delighted  as  when  opportunity  was  af- 
forded him  of  contributing  to  her  amuse- 
ment or  benefit ;  and~  already  his  happiest 
hours  were  those  which  were  spent  with  his 
little  favourite. 

The  eirl  dreamt  not  of  consequences; 
his  girl  was  scarcely  out  of  her  nursery, 
and  Oswald  believed  himself  his  son.  A 
Mr.  Fairfax,  a  fellow  collegian^  of  slendext^ 

fortune. 
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fortune,  was  their  constant  companion ;  but 
became,  as  years  advanced,  more  particu- 
larly the  bosom  friend  of  Henry  Edge- 
combe, lord  Somerton*s  youngest  son. 

They  made  the  projected  tour,  and  re- 
turned to  England  in  time  to  be  in  the 
train  at  lady  Susan's  presentation.  Oswald 
beheld  with  rapture  the  improvements 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  interesting 
companion  of  his  past  life  during  his  absence 
from  England,  She  danced,  and  his  eager 
eyes  involuntarily  followed  her  footsteps; 
she  sang,  and  every  sense  seemed  conden- 
sed in  that  of  hearing;  she  laughed  and 
chatted  with  him,  and  he  forgot  all  else. 
But  the  period  approached  which  was  to 
arouze  him  from  this  torpid  state  of  ima- 
gined security :  he  suddenly  became  alarm- 
ed at  his  own  feelings;  the  cause  appeared 
in  overtures  of  marriage,  which  had  been 
made  to  lord  Somerton  in  behalf  of  his 
daughter.  The  thunderstruck  Edmund  at- 
tempted to  analize  them,  to  search  the 
folds  of  his  own  heart  for  the  source  of 
M  3  that 
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that  distraction  which  had  seized  him  on 
the  first  intimation  he  had  received  of  this 
event;  he  saw  not^  he  thought  not  oC  he 
suspected  not  his  danger;  but  what  were 
his  agonies  at  discovering  that  he  had  fa- 
tally deceived  himself  with  a  reliance  on 
fraternal  affection  ?  With  horror,  that 
shook  every  fibre,  he  acknowledged  that 
Susan  was  far  dearer  to  him  than  life,  for 
bereft  of  her^  all  became  chaotic  darkness. 

Dismayed  at  his  situation,  he  felt  indeed 
that  desperate  remedies  were  necessary, 
andj  therefore,  determined  to  solicit  for  a 
commission  in  the  army,  and  instantly, 
and  for  ever,  to  quit  a  place  he  now  beheld 
Kith  indescribable  emotion  ;  but  if  he  were 
miserable  before,  how  much  more  was  it 
increased,  by  hearing  from  the  innocent 
lips  of  Susan,  her  feelings  at  the  idea  of  a 
separation  from  him  !  too  sure  it  was,  that 
she  viewed  him  with  similar  impressions  to 
those  he  entertained  for  her. 

Delay  was  now  unmanly  ;  if  he  assumed 
a  right  to  trifle  with  his  own  feeling's,  he 

was 
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was  convinced  he  had  no  such  plea  to  offer 
in  extenuation^  when  extended  to  those  of 
another;  his  measures  were  consequently- 
prompt.  Hasty,  agitated,  distracted  was 
the  parting  adieu  to  his  lovely  relative, 
when,  having  obtained  his  commission,  he 
quitted  her  to  join  his  regiment. 

A  secret  expedition  was  talked  of,  and 
he  was  one  of  those  destined  to  be  launch- 
ed upon  it:  time  appeared  to  pass  with 
leaden  wings,  for  he  longed  for  the  mo- 
ment of  embarkation.  No  further  orders, 
how^ever,  arrived  ;  hope  had  realized  the 
probability  that  his  first  campaign  might 
become  his  last :  three  months,  however, 
rolled  their  heavy  coui*se,  and  all  expecta* 
tion  vanished  into  air,  for  they  were  march" 
ed  into  country  quarters. 

One  day  after  parade,  he  was  invited  to 
a  small  party  at  the  house  of  the  adjutant, 
a  very  v/orthy  and  respectable  man,  mucii 
esteemed  by  the  regiment.  Oswald  ac« 
cepted  the  card,  the  first  he  had  complied 
with  since  his  arrival,  having  so  often  de- 
M  4  clined 
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cJined  similar  ones,  that  he  was  voted  a 
strange  eccentric  misanthrope,  and  unwor- 
thy tiie  attention  of  the  ladies  of  his  regi- 
ment. Upon  approaching  the  wife  of  his 
uew  friend,  the  adjutant,  who  had  but  two 
days  before  joined  her  husband  in  his  pre- 
sent quarters,  for  the  ceremony  of  an  in- 
troduction, the  lady  started,  all  colour  for- 
sook her  cheeks,  and  with  strongest  emo- 
tion, she  inquired  if  he  were  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  fam.ily  of  the  earl  of  So- 
merton? 

The  suffusion  of  mortified  pride  flushed 
his  face,  and  averted  his  eyes  as  he  ac- 
knowledged a  relationship.  The  trembling 
hand  of  the  interrogator  grasped  his  as  she 
added — ^'  Suppress  those  feelings  my 
question  may  have  given  birth  to ;  I  must 
endeavour  to  recover  my  own.  Take  an 
opportunity  of  calling  upon  me  to-morrow 
by  two  o'clock ;  and  suffer  what  has  passed 
to  go  by  without  observation." 

Astonished  at  conduct  so  extraordinary, 
for  which  he  could  no  way  account,  tedi- 
ous 
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ons  were  the  hours  which  detained  him 
with  the  party;  anxious  and  distressing 
those  of  the  succeeding  night;  for  in  vain 
did  Oswald  endeavour  to  obtain  a  clue  to 
this  strange  recognition  of  an  evidently 
former  acquaintance ;  all  was  enveloped 
in  confusion  :  her  features  dwelt  upon  me- 
mory, and  certainly  reminded  him  of  some 
pleasing  impression;  but  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty rested  on  his  mind. 

The  morning  dawned;  with  its  earliest 
harbinger  he  arose.  Two  o'clock  would 
never  arrive!  he  attempted  various  means 
of  intervening  amusement — nothing  could 
interest.  As  the  clock  of  a  neiirhbourino* 
church  struck  two,  the  knocker  of  the  door 
to  the  adjutant's  house  resounded  with  the 
appeal  for  admission ;  Oswald  ascended 
the  stairs;  the  lady  received  him,  in  the  li- 
teral sense,  with  open  arms,  to  his  utter 
astonishment,  confusion,  and  disappoint- 
ment; for,  in  his  opinion,  regardless  of  de- 
corum, the  difference  of  age  and  sex,  she 
threw  herself  upon  his  bosom  as  soon  as 
M  5  the 
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the  drawing-room  door  was  closed,  aiid 
pressed  him  with  fervor  to  her  breast.  At 
his  cold  and  retreating  air,  she  appeared 
mortified  and  shocked,  and,  bursting  into 
tears,  bedewed  his  cheeks  with  the  soft  balm 
of  female  weakness,  as  she  exclaimed — 
"  My  dear  beloved  Edmund  !  have  you  in- 
deed forgotten  your  foster-mother?" 

The  youth  in  a  moment  recalled  to  me- 
mory the  good  and  kind  Mrs.  Hamblyn, 
though  somewhat  altered  by  years,  and 
change  of  climate:  he  in  his  turn  now  be- 
came affectionate;  he  folded  the  tender  and 
excellent  guardian  of  his  infancy  in  the  re- 
spectful embrace  of  a  son ;  and  having, 
again  and  again,  thanked  her  for  past  un- 
remitting kindness,  they  were  both  at 
length  reduced  to  rationality. 

Mrs.  Jarvis  informed  him  that  upon  the 
death  of  her  first  husband,  she  had  been 
addressed  by  ^him  whose  name  she  now 
bore,  who  had  long  been  attached  to  her; 
but  as  he  was  a  proud  man,  and  would 
have  been  greatly  mortified  that  her  for- 
mer 
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mer  situation  should  become  known,  she 
dared  not  acknowledge  her  foster-child^ 
either  to  him  or  the  regiment. 

Oswald  gave  a  concise  account  of  the 
past,  until,  in  speaking  of  the  earl's  family, 
it  became  necessary,  or  he  deemed  it  sa, 
to  excuse  to  himself  the  infringement  of 
his  mental  vow^  and  speak  of  lady  Susan 
Edgecombe  ;  but  the  faltering  voice,  the 
varying  cheek,  the  pallid  lip,  the  agitation 
of  the  whole  frame  of  the  speaker,  pro- 
claimed, in  the  language  of  nature^  the 
deepest  interest;  and  the  experienced  Mrs, 
Jarvis  rallied  him  on  the  discovery  she  had 
made. 

The  agonized  heart  of  her  companion 
bounded  at  the  appeal ;  he  shuddered  with 
horror,  for  he  conceived  such  an  impres- 
sion no  subject  for  mirth  ;  and,  with  indig- 
nant expression,  attempted  to  ward  oif  the 
appalling  suspicion :  but  what  were  his 
feelings,  when  she  announced  his  real 
birth,  and  that  no  close  ties  of  blood  united 
him  with  the  fascinating  idol  of  his  adora- 
M  6  tion  r 
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lion  !  Happiness  so  unexpected  rendered 
him  almost  frantic ;  this  tremendous  bar- 
rier removed,  all  else  faded  before  it ;  and 
if  he  had  been  assured  of  receiving  the 
hand  of  the  beloved  Susan  the  next  dav  at 
the  altar,  scarcely  could  his  ecstacy  have 
been  greater. 

Secrecy,  as  far  as  respected  every  other 
individual,  was  strictly  enjoined  by  his  new- 
found friend;  and  having  obtained  leave 
of  absence  under  plea  of  indisposition, 
which  was  a  very  feasible  pretext,  for 
much  was  he  altered  in  appearance,  he  re- 
turned to  London. 

The  health  of  lady  Susan  had  rapidly  de- 
clined ;  a  warmer  climate  had  been  recom- 
mended, and  the  German  Spa  the  place  of 
destination.  This  had  been  the  report  of 
his  still  dear  and  firm  friend,  Henry  Edge- 
combe, who  also  hinted  a  suspicion,  which 
had  gained  ground  with  his  relations,  of  an 
attachment  between  his  sister  and  their 
friend,  constant  visitor,  and  intimate  from 
boyish  days,  the  young  Fairfax;  and  con- 
cluded 
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cliided  by  acknowledging,  that  he  believed 
this  impression  on  the  minds  of  his  pa- 
rents had  hurried  the  preparations  for  their 
leaving  England,  although  the  exact  time 
had  not  yet  been  fixed. 

Oswald  was  received,  on  his  arrival  in 
town,  with  great  kindness  and  cordiality  by 
the  heads  of  the  family  ;  his  evident  indis- 
position offered  too  good  support  to  his  as- 
sertion's, to  be  doubted;  and  the  house  of 
lord  Somerton  again  became  his  head-quar- 
ters. On  the  first  opportunity  which  pre- 
sented itself,  he  now  made  known  to  the 
dear  possessor  of  his  heart  his  recent  know- 
ledge of  his  real  birth,  and  candidly  and 
honourably  added  all  the  hoard  of  annexed 
disadvantages  ;  but  the  enthusiastic  Susan 
saw,  felt  none  of  them ;  all  she  remembered 
was,  that  her  adored  Oswald  truly  laved 
her,  and  might  become  her  own  by  every 
tie  divine  and  human. 

Rank,  birth,  and  fortune,  all  united, 
weighed  as  nothing  in  the  scale,  she  in- 
dulged in  such  romantic  scenes  of  a  blissful 

future; 
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future;  and  it  required  the  full  exertion  of 
all  her  circumspection,  to  avoid  a  discovery 
of  the  joyful  sensations  whFch  now  perva- 
ded her  breast,  as  they  burst  forth  like  a 
long-suppressed  torrent.  The  ratification 
of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  between 
England  and  France  at  this  period  was  con- 
summated; and  the  regiment  of  Oswald 
proving  one  of  the  many  disbanded  on  that 
event,  he  was  unexpectedly  enabled  to  ac- 
company the  earl  and  countess,  who,  with 
their  youngest  son,  lady  Susan,  and  suites 
embafked  from  England,  and  arrived  in 
safety  at  their  destined  port. 

Bevan  was,  from  necessity,  become  the 
confidante  of  the  lovers ;  and  these  impru- 
dent young  people  freely  indulged  in  sto- 
len, though  innocent  interviews.  From 
this  dream  of  delight,  they  were  arouzed 
by  the  recall  of  Oswald  to  join  a  regiment, 
to  which  he  had  been  appointed  on  the  re* 
newal  of  hostilities  between  the  neighbour- 
ing powers :  the  health  of  lady  Susan,  du- 
ring her  residence   abroad,  had  returned 

but 
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but  slowly  ;  and  this  dreaded  separation 
was  looked  forward  to  with  dismav.  The 
effect  was  soon  visible,  and  a  serious  re- 
lapse to  the  fair  invalid  was  the  conse- 
quence. Oswald  pressed  to  receive  her 
hand  ere  he  quitted  her,  dreading  the  means 
%vhich  might  be  used  during  his  uncertain 
absence  to  disunite  them,  as  he  already  saw, 
with  agony,  a  powerful  rival  in  the  amiable 
duke  of  Braganza.  Ladv  Susan,  on  the 
other  hand,  convinced  of  the  impossibility 
of  its  taking  place  in  London,  consented 
to  become  his  ere  he  quitted  Germany  ; 
and  finding  it  impracticable  to  effect  the 
accomplishment  of  their  scheme  without 
the  know^ledge  of  her  brother  Henry,  and 
making  a  virtue  of  necessity,  communica- 
ted to  him  the  whole. 

Shocked  at  their  imprudent  and  hazard- 
ous plan,  the  estimable  Henry  painted, 
with  all  the  eloquence  of  truth  and  affec- 
tionate interest,  the  dangers  with  which, 
such  a  scheme  was  pregnant;  but  vainly 
was  the  voice  of  Reason  exerted,    when 

opposed 
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opposed  to  the  despotic  influence  of  Love; 
the  dictates  of  Prudence  were  disregarded, 
they  appeared  but  as  feathers  in  the  scale, 
when  counterpoised  by  her  sole  argument, 
their  strong  and  mutual  attachment  ;  but 
Henry  did  not  relinquish  his  hopes  of 
success,  until  the  agitated  and  exhausted 
Susan  fainted  in  his  arms.  Unwillingly 
convinced  that  the  pending  evil  was  un- 
avoidable, he  reluctantly  agreed  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  nuptial  benediction  ;  and  hav- 
ing acquiesced,  rather  than  consented,  to 
become  father  to  the  bride,  they  were  mar- 
ried. 

Some  few  hours  after  the  ceremony,  he 
enclosed  the  certificate,  properly  attested, 
in  a  sealed  envelope  previously  prepared, 
directed  by  the  clergyman,  and  addressed 
for  lady  Susan.  Entering  the  drawing- 
room  with  it  incautiously  in  his  hand,  he 
very  unexpectedly  encountered  the  earl, 
instead  of  her  he  sought;  his  evident  em- 
barrassment, extreme  confusion,  and  sud- 
den attempt  to  conceal  the  packet,  un- 
avoidably 
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avoidably  and  naturally  excited  the  atten- 
tion of  his  lordship,  who,  glancing  his 
eyes  on  the  superscription,  saw  clearly  the 
name  of  lady  Susan  :  an  epistolary  corres- 
pondence between  a  brother  and  sister  un- 
der the  same  roof,  was  not  to  be  imagined; 
and,  having  always  entertained  a  suspicion 
that  Henry  Edgecombe  favoured  the  sup- 
posed pretensions  of  Fairfax^  he  fiercely 
demanded,  in  an  authoritative  tone,  the  in- 
stant delivery  of  the  packet  to  him.  A 
compliance  was  impossible:  in  vain  did 
the  distressed  son  endeavour  to  evade  the 
request;  suspicion  was  now  converted  in- 
to certainty;  the  earl  was  peremptory: 
at  length,  enraged  almost  to  madness,  and 
foiled  in  every  means  he  had  adopted,  he 
had  recourse  to  one  as  a  last  expedient, 
which  he  felt  assured  could  not  fail  of  suc- 
cess;  he  ordered  his  son  instantly  to  quit 
both  his  house  and  his  presence,  nor  ever 
more  presume  to  obtrude  on  either,  if 
within  one  hour  he  did  not  deliver  into  his 
hands  that  xeru  jacket. 

POQC 
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Poor  Henry  essayed  every  means  in  his 
power  to  avert  the  threatened  evil ;  and 
by  the  most  solemn  asseverations,  asserted 
that  it  contained  neither  a  line  from  or  of 
the  dreaded  Fairfax  ;  and  by  these  unguard- 
ed expressions,  tacitly  confessed  his  know- 
ledge of  the  contents.  The  infuriated  earl 
was  aow  no  longer  master  of  himself;  and 
his  son,  compelled  to  save  himself  from 
still  further  humiliation^  precipitately  quit- 
ted tlie  house^  without  being  permitted  to 
take  leave  of  either  his  mother  or  sister, 
dreading  the  malediction  which  hovered 
on  the  lips  of  his  father. 

The  next  day  he  wrote  to  his  friend  Os- 
wald, who  instantly  obeyed  the  summohs  ; 
they  mutually  lamented  the  unfortunate 
altercation  which  had  taken  place ;  and 
with  all  the  anguish  of  poignant  grief,  Ed- 
mund deplored  that  the  present  state  of 
health  of  lady  Susan  forbade  the  possibi- 
lity of  averting  from  the  head  of  her  bro-^ 
ther  the  rage  of  lord  Somerton,  as  she 
was  so  debilitated  from  long  suflfering,  aa 

to 
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to    be   wholly    unequal    to   support    that 
storm  which    would  inevitably  ensue,  and 
by   a   disclosure   of   circumstances,   over- 
whelm   her  in  ruin    and  in    death;    they 
therefore  reluctantly  resolved,  as  the  most 
judicious  measure   that    they   could    now 
adopt,  to  wait  in  silence  the  issue  of  a  few 
months^  when  they  hoped  to  see  her  mind 
restored  to  comparative  tranquillity,  by  a 
certainty  that  no  event,  save  the  hand   of 
Heaven  itself,  could  dissolve  the  link  which 
bound  her  to  her  beloved  Edmund,  would 
accelerate    her    recovery,    and    returning 
strength    enable    her   to    sustain,    without 
present  danger,  a  discovery  to  her  family 
of  the  imprudent  connexion  she  had  re- 
cently formed. 

But  alas  !  time,  so  far  from  producing 
the  expected  salutary  effect,  only  huvolved 
them  still  deeper  in  distress,  for  the  conse- 
quences of  this  inconsiderate  marriage 
ndw  threatened  a  premature  disclosure. 
At  this  important  crisis,  public  affairs  put 
on  a  very  serious   aspect;  every  English 

famUy 
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family  precipitately  quitted  the  continenf, 
and  among  the  last  was  the  noble  family  of 
Somerton  :  as  conveyances  were  now  be- 
come so  dangerous,  as  well  as  of  the  most 
serious  consequence  in  case  of  delay,  Os- 
wald proposed  that  his  friend  Edgecombe 
should  endeavour  to  gain  admission  on 
board  the  ^arae  .^hip  as  an  invalid  English 
seaman>  and,  by  offering  a  trifle  for  hi? 
passage,  escape  suspicion. 

This  was  at  once  arranged,  and  upon  ap- 
plication, he  was  admitted.  Little  now  re- 
mains for  us  to  explain,  except  that  Henry 
knew  not  of  the  situation  of  his  sister,  until 
the  visit  we  have  mentioned  Mrs.  Bevan 
paid  him:  distracted  by  a  dread  of  discovery 
under  present  critical  circumstances,  he 
nobly  smothered  the  ardent  passion  he  had 
conceived  for  Agnes,  or  suffered  it  to  prey, 
as  he  supposed,  on  himselfalone,  rather  than 
risque  the  involvement  of  an  innocent  girl 
in  irremediable  misery,  bearing  but  too 
constantly  in  view  the  effects  he  had  al- 
ready seen^  and  the  consequences  for  the 

future. 
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Future,  which  he  dreaded  to  anticipate,  in 
the  fatal  issue  of  a  concealed  union,  amid 
the  additional  aggravations  of  attendant 
poverty.  But  fearful  lest  the  estimable 
qualities  and  many  attractions  of  Oswald 
should  prove  equally  irresistible  to  the 
heart  of  Agnes,  as  they  had  fatally  been  to 
that  of  his  sister,  unacquainted  as  she  was, 
and  must  remain,  of  his  already  plighted 
faith,  he  penned,  in  fearful  dread,  the 
warnino^  letter  we  have  driven  in  a  former 
part  of  this  work,  to  guard  her,  if  possible, 
from  apprehended  danger,  which  his  jea- 
lous fears  had  almost  realized. 

The  crisis  of  Henry  Edgecombe's  fate, 
however,  now  approached  ;  the  marriage 
of  Oswald  and  lady  Susan  must  soon  be 
announced,  and  the  consequences  to  all 
parties  at  once  ascertained.  A  letter  was 
sent  off*  express  to  the  new-made  father, 
and,  taking  charge  himself  of  the  infant, 
he  proceeded  with  it  as  directed  by  the 
useful  Mrs.  Bevan  ;  but  having  placed  it 
in  the  arms  of  a  Burse,  went  on  himself  to 

Plymouth, 
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Plymouth,  where  the  regunent  of  Oswald 
had  been  stationed :  arrived  there,  he,  to 
his  no  small  distress,  found  they  had  sailed 
the  preceding  day  for  Ireland :  to  Ireland 
he  therefore  hastened,  that  they  mighty  by 
a  personal  discussion  of  recent  events  and 
probable  consequences,  arrange  the  best 
plans  they  could  mutually  be  enabled  to 
adjust,  to  soften  the  resentment  of  the 
haughty  earl,  remove  the  beloved  invalid 
fronjuthe  reach  of  his  reproaches,  and,  if 
possible,  restore  the  banished  son  to  pa- 
rental favour. 

In  Dublin,  Henry  encountered  lord 
Creswell,  who  had  yet  lingered  in  that 
city,  in  the  fervent  hope  of  obtaining  the 
means  of  conversing  with  Agnes  on  the 
subject  of  the  death  of  his  own  unfortu- 
nate v/ife,  since  whose  loss  he  had  plunged 
into  that  dissipation  which  had,  by  progres- 
sive steps,  debased  his  heart,  and  depraved 
his  mind  into  a  sensual  libertinism,  that  in 
early  life  formed  no  trait  in  his  character  ; 
although  his  passions  had  at  all  times  been 

violent 
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-•Violent  and  unrestraii'ied,  still  he  was  then 
capable  of  feeling  the   purity  of  a  legiti- 
mate attachment ;   and  the  lovely,  ill-fated 
Theresa  had  been  too  soon  lost  to  h'wA,  for 
him  to  have  become  weary  of  the  mistress, 
although  in  the  trammels  of  matrimony. 
His  love  was  at  the  zenith  of  its  efferves- 
cence, when  the  object  voluntarily  banish- 
ed herself  from  the  arms  of  a  doating  hus« 
band,  and  thus  widowed  the  bridal  days  of 
fond  delight.     The  senses  of  lord  Creswell 
had  since  acknowledged  the  passing  influ- 
ence of  many  a  c/^er^  amic;  but  his  heart 
participated  not  in  that  gallantry  to  which 
he  became  devoted  ;   and  the  captivating 
Theresa  yet  tenderly  lived  in  the  memory 
of  the  libertine. 

He  greeted  Edgecombe  with  a  cordiality 
which  he  little  expected,  as  Creswell  had 
heretofore  appeared  to  adopt  that  resent- 
ment the  family  preserved  on  past  events; 
but  in  fact,  at  the  present  moment,  he  wish- 
ed for  a  counselling  friend,  and  in  vain 
had  sought  amoiig  his  numerous  disiolute 

4;ompanion» 
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companions  for  one  whom  he  might  select 
for  that  purpose,  when  his  long-estranged 
brother  accidentally  presented  the  very- 
being  so  ardently  desired  ;  his  reason  was 
satisfied  at  the  election,  and  his  better  feel- 
ings gratified  at  the  rencounter;  but  we 
must  also  acknowledge,  that  abandoned 
habits  had  divested  his  lordship  of  that 
^.cute  delicacy  which  would,  under  similar 
circumstances,  have  operated  with  his  bro- 
ther, by  discovering  himself  to  his  confi- 
dant in  the  unworthy  light  in  which  he 
certainly  appeared  in  seeking  aid,  counsel, 
and  friendship  of  him,  who,  when  consi- 
dered useless,  had  been  wholly  neglected 
and  forgotten,  though  suffering  under 
mental  distress  of  a  nature  so  serious  as 
banishment  from  the  heart  and  presence  of 
his  parent.  But  the  amiable  Edgecombe 
freely  forgave  the  past,  in  what  he  now 
imagined  the  disinterested  acknowledgment 
of  error  in  his  brother;  and  only  felt  gra- 
tified in  the  renewal  of  amity,  by  a  full 
impression  that  Creswell  had  exhibited  a 

more 
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more  noble  trait  of  character  than  he  had 
given  hiai  credit  for,  in  thus  avowing  him- 
self self-convicted,  and  conscious  of  hav- 
ing acted  wrong. 

The  confidential  communications  of  his 
lordship  ensued,  correct  in  all  particulars, 
save  that  which  related  to  Agnes;  for  upon 
discovering  that  she  was  an  object  of  deep- 
est interest  to  Edgecombe,  which  was  but  too 
apparent,  from  involuntary  exclamations, 
and  agitated  manner,  whenever  she  was  in- 
troduced into  the  conversation,  he  adroitly- 
varnished  the  relation  of  his  own  conduct, 
as  connected  with  herself,  relying  upon  the 
generosity  of  her  disposition  not  to  betray 
him  ;  and  concluded  with  informing  him 
of  her  altered  prospects,  in  the  friendship 
and  protection  of  Mrs.  Maitland. 

Overjoyed  at  having  discovered  her  pre- 
sent asylum,  and  that  they  were  now  ac- 
tually inhabitants  of  the  same  city,  he  rea- 
dily promised  his  brother  to  exert  himself, 
as  far  as  delicacy  and  propriety  would  per- 
mit, to  obtain  all  particulars  relative  to  (he 

VOL.  in.  N  unliHDnv 
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unhappy  nun  of  St.  Jago ;  nor,  in  the 
honr  of  Love's  ardent  emotion  at  the  intel- 
ligence received,  ever  thought  of  mention- 
ing to  his  lordship  the  comfortable  inde- 
pendence with  which  he  had  been  present- 
ed, bv  his  appointment  to  a  lucrative  situ- 
ation, obtained  for  him  through  the  success- 
fully exerted  interest  of  his  kind  and  con- 
siderate friend,  lord  Leslie. 

Need  we  add,  that  the  gifts  of  Fortune 
were  at  this  moment  truly  desirable  to  him, 
since  he  had  now  the  ability  to  avow  his 
ardent  and  long-concealed  attachment  for 
the  young  Portuguese,  without  entangling 
hef  yet  more  cruelly  in  the  miseries  of  pe- 
nury and  want?  He  lost  not  an  hour, 
iheiefore,  in  seeking  the  object  of  his  af- 
fections; but,  amid  all  his  happiness  in  the 
inodestly  avowed  declaration  of  reciprocal 
r.ffection,  the  generous  Henry  yet  remem- 
bered the  anxieties  of  his  brother,  and  de- 
licately touched  on  the  subject. 

Miss  Dursley  nov7  conceived  it  doubly 
necessary  that  Edgecombe  should  be  made 

acquainted 
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acquainted  with  the  connexion  which  sub- 
sisted between  herself  and  the  hnpless  lori 
Cresweli ;  and  having,  without  difficulty, 
obtained  the  permission  and  concurrence 
of  Mrs.  Maitland,  the  circumstances  of  past 
events  were  elucidated,  as  far  as  concerned 
the  fate  of  the  religicuse. 

Henrietta  was  no  sooner  acquainted  with 
the  matrimonial  overtures  tendered  by  Mr. 
Edgecombe,  than  she  avowed  her  inten- 
tion to  bestow  on  her  affectionate  and  at- 
tentive Agnes  a  small  independent  pro- 
perty, by  way  of  marriage  portion,  decla- 
ring her  now  to  be  the  on ly^ claimant  on 
her  heart  and  fortune,  that  the  ravages  of 
tinVe  and  circumstance  had  \eh  her. 

The  mind  of  lord  Ci^^swell  was  deeply 
affected  by  the  melaircholy  memoir  of  his 
beloved  Theresa  ;  and  at  the  moment  when 
the  ruder  passions  were  hushed,  and  his 
better  feelings  awakened,  he  offered  to 
become  an  intercessor  with  the  earl  of  So- 
merton,  on  behAlf  of  his  discarded  bro- 
ther ;  and  as  the  influence  of  his  lord>!iip 
N  2  was 


was  unbounded  with  both  his  parents,  no 
doubt  could  be  entertained  of  success,  par- 
ticularly if  permission  were  granted  him  to 
mention  the  long-concealed  connexion 
which  united  their  own  family  with  that  of 
Agnes,  who  beifig  of  noble  extraction, 
and  the  bar  of  poverty  now  also  removed^ 
would,  his  lordship  imagined,  with  some  lit- 
tle exertion  on  his  part,  be  received  as  the 
bride-elect  of  the  honaurahJe  Henry  Edge- 
combe. 

Matters  being  thus  arranged,  it  now  be- 
came necessary  that  the  brothers  should  re- 
turn  to  England,  in  order  to  carry  their 
projected  scheme  into  effect ;  but  a  heavy 
calamity  awaited  their  arriva-l  in  London.; 
for  ..they  learned  the  melancholy  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  poor  lady  Susan 
OswaldK,whp  had  jjtrevjously  revealed  the 
whole  sad  history  of  the  past,  and  in  the 
hour  of  Death's  appalling  horrors,  had  al- 
ready extorted  from  her  father  a  promise 
of  full  forgiveness,  both  of  her  ^husband 
and  t)r  other. 

Three 
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Three  months  after  the  marriage  of 
Henry  Edgecombe  with  his  estimable 
and  beloved  Agnes  was  consummated, 
Kenrietta  announced  her  resolution,  front 
which  no  argument  could  deter  her,  of 
returning  to  her  native  country,  and  which 
even  the  terrors  of  war  could  not  coun- 
teract; the  young  couple,  therefore,  ac- 
companied her  to  the  sea-port,  from  whence 
she  embarked  for  Portugaf. 

Captain  Oswalds  regiment  had^  in  the 
interim,  been  dispatched  on  forei;^n  ser- 
vice; and  his  child  was  committed  to  the 
tender  care  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgecombe^ 
who,  <tith  genuine  sorrow  and  regret,  se- 
parated from  the  airiicted  disconsolate 
mourner,  yet  trusting. that  change  of  scene, 
co-operating  with  that  active  life  insepa- 
rably connected  with  his  profession,  would 
in  time- soften  the  despairing  anguish  of 
the  youthful  widower,  and  that  he  would 
return  to  feel  all  (he  dear  consolation  of 
filial  tenderness  and  rising  virtues  in  his 
blooming  boy. 

N  3  CHAP. 
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VPhere  is^he  breast 'of  iron  mould. 

Stern,  inaccefisible,  and  cold. 

Which  melts  not  when  its  proud  distifss 

Js  balm'd  by  Pity's  gentleness? 

It  pierces  through  ihe  warrioi's  steel. 

His  caies  to  sooth,  his  wounds  to  heal; 

It  creeps  into  the  rankling  heatt. 

And  if  it  cures  not,  lolls  the  sroiiirt. 

All  is  not  lost,  if  by  our  side 

One  faithful  lingerer  fondly  stays; 

Bat  Life's  dark  waste,  so  wild  and  wide. 

Seems  lessened  on  our  gaze, 

'Tis  sweet  on  some  familiar  face. 

The  mild  reflected  tear  to  trace  j 

And  Sympathy's  responding  iwgli 

Is  rausic  to  th.e  frozen  ear  of  Misery.         WjMLace. 

The  grateful  Friend, 

Agnes  having  thus  completed  the  minufia 
of  her  little  history^  now  felt  how  grateful 

ta 
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to  her  heart  was  the  opporUinity  aflWdec! 
her,  in  some  measure,  by  actions,  to  evince 
her  sense  of  pa.st  benefits  received  from  the 
kind  interposition  of  Florence,  on  her  be- 
half, in  her  day  of  trial  ;  and,  with  genuine 
delight,  made  known  her  arrangements  to 
receive  her  friend  beneath  her  own  roof  as 
a  sister.  But  though  the  heart  of  Florence 
leapt  with  transport  at  the  coiiviction  that 
here  her  frienddiip  had  indeed  been  well 
fownded,  yet  she  recoiled  from  the  depen- 
dent state  in  which  she  should  be  placed, 
by  acceding  to  the  wishes  of  Mrs.  Edge- 
combe ;  she  therefore  made  her  acknow- 
ledginents,  but  at  the  same  time  hinted  at 
the  necessity  of  deliberation,  ere  a  matter 
so  important  could  be  concluded  on,  and 
also  the  propriety  of  a  consultation  with 
Mrs.  Wilson,  to  whom  she  had  actually  en- 
gaged herself  for  many  months  forward; 
and,  resisting  the  offer  of  Agnes  for  an  in- 
terference on  her  part,  after  an  airing  of 
two  hours,  she  was  set  down  at  her  own 
abode,  promising  to  write  her  friend  the 
N  4  result 
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result  at  an  early  hour  of  the  following 
day;  and  having  communicated  to  her  all 
the  particulars  connected  with  major  Ben- 
tinck,  she  had  kindly  undertaken  that  the 
unopened  letter  should  be  returned,  in  a 
way  and  manner  consistent  with  that  deli- 
cacy due  to  the  amiable  Ellen. 

This  matter  rem.oved  from  her  mind^  she 
sought  the  benevolent  Mrs.  Wilson  ;  and 
partly  stating  present  circumstances^  was 
instantly  released  from  the  committal  of  her 
time^  by  the  good  woman *s  observing,  that 
as  the  summer  was  now  fast  approaching, 
the  town  would  become  empty,  and  her 
employers  being  absent,  would  leave  con- 
siderable leisure  on  her  hands,  while  the 
work  intended  for  that  season  to  be  ac- 
complished by  Miss  Vincent,  would  be  ac- 
cepted with  avidity  by  many  others. 

Florence  now  retired  to  her  humble 
chamber,  on  the  second  story  of  Mrs. 
Wilson's  little  dwelling,  and  from  thence 
addressed  the  promised  letter  to  Mrs.  Edge- 
combe,    She  with  unfeigned  thankfulness 

acknowledged 
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acknowledged   the   kind    and    affectionate 
proposals  on   her   behalf;   but  at  the  same 
time  candidly  confessed  an  infirmity  of  her 
nature,  if  such  it  could  be  called,  but  which 
she    herself    termed    the   only    surviving' 
spark  of  objectionable  pride  she  was  con- 
scious of,  that  adversity  had  not  destroyed  ; 
but  that  her  whole  soul  so  completely  re- 
volted from  the  very  shade  of  idle  depen- 
dence; that  she  felt  it  would  be  impossible 
so  far  to  conquer  it,  as  to  ensure  happiness 
upon    those   terms,    even  with    so   dear  a 
friend;  but    that  if  her   conditions    were 
acquiesced  in,  that  of  total  silence  on  this 
one  subject,  she  would  readily   meet    her 
wishes  of  spending  some  time  with  her  as 
a  visitor,  and  would  be  prepared  to  attend 
her,  any  day  that  would  suit   her  conveni- 
ence. 

The  ansv/er,  Mrs.  Ed;7ecombe  niade  in 
person,  and  acquiesced  in  her  terms  with- 
out hesitation,  in  the  fervent  hope  that  she 
should  succeed  in  the  completion  of  her 
own,  when  the  irresistible  eloquence  of 
N  5  her 
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her  loved  Henry  should  unite  with  her 
own  endeavours.  These  two  amiable  wo- 
men then  repaired  together  to  the  tempo- 
rary home  of  Agnes;  and  here  did  the  hap- 
py wife  present  to  each  other  the  two 
dearest  beings  to  her  on  earth. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening,  Florence 
inquired  whether  any  account  had  ever  yet 
been  received  of  Benedicta  ? 

"  Ah,  poor  Benedicta/'  repeated  Mrs. 
Edgecombe,  smiling,  "  my  rival  heroine 
through  so  many  trying  scenes,  must  not 
be  now  lost  in  the  background  of  the 
piece;  she  is  here,  and  under  the  direction 
£)f  Mrs.  Hanson,  my  valued  old  friend  at 
the  lodge  of  Trent  Abbey,  is  endeavouring 
to  render  herself  useful  in  an  establish- 
ment of  English  servants;  my  dear  Henry 
has  found  employment  for  both,  and  Be- 
nedicta as  yet  superintends  the  nursery  of 
our  young  charge.  But  to  return  to  her 
adventures. 

"  The  honesty  of  my  poor  foreigner 
because  suspected,   when  she   offered  fcr 

sale 
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sale  the  really  beautiful  production  of  our 
joint  laboui*s,  during  so  many  tedious 
weeks,  for  a  price  so  much  beneath  its  ac- 
tual value;  but  as  such  articles  of  traffic 
on  the  continent  of  Europe  are  chiefly 
the  produce  of  the  secluded  sisterhood  of 
convents,  whose  wants  being  few,  they  are 
usually  disposed  of  at  a  price  very  far  below 
what  such  articles  could  be  manufactured 
for  in  London,  as  time  in  tlie  one  place  is 
scarcely  taken  into  the  account,  and  in  the 
other  it  becomes  a  principal  ;  these  con- 
siderations were  certainly  not  thought  of 
by  either  of  us;  and  the  marchandes  des 
modes  of  this  metropolis  rightlv  conclu- 
ding that  no  individual  could  be  maintain- 
ed by  the  profits  arising  froTn  such  sales, 
naturally  questioned  the  trembling  vendor, 
with  a  strictness  that  each  moment  in- 
creased her  alarm  :  these  appearances  were 
unhappily  but  a  confirmation  to  surmise; 
and  the  terrified  Benedicta  was  detained  on 
suspicion  of  dishonesty. 

"  Early   the  next  morning,    officers   of 
N  6  justice 
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justice  were  dispatched  with  a  warrant,  to 
search  the  house  of  which  she  declared 
herself  an  inhabitant,  a  house  which  had 
long  been  suspected  ;  but  as  no  proof  ap- 
peared, of  which  the  law  admitted,  an  in- 
vestigation had  hitherto  never  been  at- 
tempted. 

"  This  corroborating  circumstance,  how- 
ever, of  stolen  goods,  or  such  as  in  their 
estimation  were  so,  allowed  a  fair  pre- 
tence, which  was  caught  at  with  avidity. 
On  their  arrival  at  Mr.  Dobson*s,  he  was 
absent,  and  the  tears  and  entreaties  of  the 
terrified  wife  were  now  of  no  avail;  the 
door  of  the  mysterious  room  was  thrown 
open  by  magisterial  authority,  in  the  form 
of  a  search  warrant;  and  several  dead  bo- 
dies, in  the  habiliments  of  the  grave,  an- 
nounced their  occupation  at  once  to  be 
attached  to  that  horrid  and  sacrilegious 
fraternity,  known  by  the  appellation  of 
resurrection  people,  who,  under  covert  of 
the  dark,  invade  the  hallowed  sanctuaries 
of  the  dead,  eompelling  from  the  grave  its 

peaceful 
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peaceful  inhabitant,  and  traffic  with  an- 
atomists for  the  unnatural  merchandize. 
The  infLimous  gang  of  midnight  and  pro- 
fane depredators  were  by  these  means 
committed  to  the  hands  of  outraged  jus- 
tice. But  s^hat  were  the  feelinos  of  hor- 
ror  and  dismay  which  assailed  my  poor  in- 
nocent Benedicta,  at  the  strange  intelli- 
gence of  the  disappearance  of  her  mis- 
tress !  her  grief  was  loud  and  clamorous, 
which  soon  produced  the  usual  effect ;  and 
she  was  at  length  silenced  by  exhanstion  ; 
and  ultimately  was  given  to  understand, 
that  she  was  fully  committed  for  trial,  with 
her  friends,  the  Dobsons. 

"  With  horror  my  wretched  Portuguese 
heard  she  was  not  only  charged  with  theft, 
without  the  smallest  prospect  of  defending 
herself,  but  also  as  an  accomplice  with  the 
other  inhabitants  of  (he  house,  near  Brent- 
ford, in  the  depredations  committed  on  the 
last  asylum  of  mortality;  and  the  unhappy 
victim  of  suspicion  had  been  actually  the 
inm.ate   of  a  loathsome  prison  for  some 

months. 
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months^  when  she  heard  of  a  fellow-suf- 
ferer and  countryman,  who  had  just  been 
brought  under  the  same  roof  for  d^bt.  She 
implored  for  the  liberty  of  seeing  him  ; 
and  the  request  was  immediately  granted, 
when  the  unfortunate  man  proved  to  be  a 
helper  to  the  grooms  at  the  stables  of  the 
duke  of  Braganza. 

''  That  well-known  name  produced  an 
electric  shock  upon  the  frame  of  Benedic- 
ta  ;  she  shrieked  with  joy;  and,  having 
gained  a  particular  direction,  lost  no  time 
in  conveying  a  letter  to  his  grace;  for  the 
date  of  his  acquaintance  with  her  took  its 
rise  while  yet  in  the  nursery,  where,  at 
that  period,  she  had  been  an  assistant.  Her 
appeal  was  immediately  answered;  the  con- 
descending duke  rejoiced  at  again  behold- 
ing, and  being  enabled  to  benefit,  an  attend- 
ant on  his  early  youth,  in  poverty  and  mi- 
sery in  a  foreign  land ;  he  caused  her  to 
be  released,  and  committed  to  the  care  of 
his  housekeeper.  And  lastly,  the  adven- 
tures of  poor  Benedicta  were  wound  up. 


in 
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in  my  bcin^  traced  out  by  the  faithful 
creature,  through  the  family  of  lord  So- 
merton  ;  here,  you  will  not  doubt,  she  has 
at  length  found  a  happy  asylum  ;  and  here, 
my  dear  Florence,  she  will,  most  likely, 
pass  the  remainder  of  her  days/' 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

*^  Be  ours,  when  evening's  pensive  shadows  haste 
O'er  the  dark  trees,  and  paler  lawn,  to  bind 
Contentment's  modest  wreath  around  the  brows 
Of  wedded  love,  that  sighing,  oft  renev/s 
The  memory  of  its  fondly-stored  vows  5 
Or,  smiling  on  the  day  o'erpast,  reviews 
Each  joy  the  wife — the  mother  can  impart. 
To  rivet  in  esteem  the  husband's  heart." 

Fanc^    quits  our  present    *'   inhabitants  os- 

EARTH,"  and  weary  of  **'  the  follies  of 

WOMAN,"  tak(:%  wing  to  seek  other  scenes. 

Received  into  the  Edgecombe  family,  Flo- 
rence felt  some  traces  of  her  former  spi- 
rits revive;  for  affection,  greeting  her  sen- 
sitive heart,  reanimated  the  long-dormant 

pulse 
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pulse  of  native  liilarity  ;  while  change  of 
air  recruited  her  health,  and  the  unremit- 
ting care  and  assiduity  of  tiie  amiable  A'^- 
nes  to  divert  her  mind,  and  by  constant 
employment,  prevent  itsdvvelling  too  long 
on  the  painful  occurrences  of  the  past^ 
proved  the  most  salutary  elixir  to  invigo- 
rate her  drooping  frame. 

But  ah  !  how  different  were  now  the 
feelings  of  the  contrite  Benlinck,  the  vic- 
tim  of  ungoverned  passion  !  he  had  trans- 
ferred his  professions  of  affection,  in  the 
first  paroxvsm  of  resentment;  and  pride 
alone  had  supported  through  its  conse- 
quences, to  the  fulfilment  of  a  lasting  en- 
gagement ;  but  alas  !  the  sight  of  the  stil?- 
beloved  Florence,  on  the  memorable  night 
of  civil  commotion,  had  subdued  his  boast- 
ed firmness;  and  the  letter,  then  written, 
had  been  a  cruel  constraint  on  his  feelings, 
he  with  difficulty  commanded ;  still  he 
could  not  stoop  again  to  sue  the  w^oman 
who  once  had  spurned  him  ;  he  could  not 
descend  to   purchase  the  hand  of  her  he 

lovedj 
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loved,  while  her  heart  might  exclaim-— 

*•  My  poverty,  but  nor  njy  will,  consents!" 

yet  he  felt  the  temerity  would  be  too  great 
i\r<\t  would  lead  him  to  trust  his  resolves  in 
her  presence,  sensible  as  he  was  of  ihe 
weak  devotion  of  his  attcichment,  and  that 
his  honour  stood  committed  to  the  world 
for  the  fuiHlment  of  his  en«a2:eHient  with 
Ellen  Bertie.  To  Leslie  then  he  confided 
the  precious  trust  of  befriending  the  ur^- 
fortunate  girl ;  for  he  was,  of  all  mankind, 
ihe  being  he  least  feared  taking  advantage 
of  the  circumstance  which  threw  a  lovely 
and  indigent  female  on  his  protection  and 
humanity. 

From  his  disinterested  benevolence,  he 
believed  Miss  Vincq^nt  might  fearlessly  re- 
ceive that  assistance  whicli,  from  himself, 
miglit  perhaps  appear  too  equivocal  to 
meet  her  acceptance,  at  least,  through  his 
friend  he  should  still  hear  of  her;  and 
vainly  did  the  irritated  lover  seek  to  per- 
suade himself   that    he  wished  for  ever   to 

annihilate 
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aiinihilate  all  traces  of  an  inconsfant  capri- 
cious qiistress.  Once,  however,  become  a 
huslxind,  and  by  such  means  placing  it 
beyond  his  own  power  to  bow  the  slave  of 
coquietry,  he  suffered  his  heart  to  dwell  on 
remembrance  too  dangerous  for  such  a  dis- 
position as  his  to  indulge  with  impunity. 

He  turned  from  his  cold  and  frigid  wife 
witJi  apathy  cq.unl  to  her  ovv^n  ;  and  the 
long-discarded  piA:ture  of  Florence,  wKich 
by  stramgeiii  and  bribery  he  had  obtained 
of  an  artist,  who  had  cop^^ed  it  trom  one 
drawn  for  her  father,  had  again  become  the 
fostered,  companion  of  his  bosom;  he  re- 
conciled himself  to  the  indulgence  of  ga- 
zing on  it^  with  the  idea  that,  having  sum- 
moned suificient  resolution  to  place  an  in- 
superable barrier  between  them,  he  might 
with  impunity  enjoy  this  slender  consola- 
tion, while,  with  the  contradictory  folly  of 
the  lover,  he  plunged  into  dissipation,  to 
banish  that  image  he  treasured  near  his 
heart. 

Leslie  had  communicated  to  him  his  re- 
ception 
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eeption  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Benson,  and 
the  failure  of  information  he  had  hoped  to 
gather  of  the  destination  of  her  persecuted 
lodger^  as  invectives  alone  were  offered 
as  replies  to  his  interrogatories.:  this  intel- 
lige!»ce  he  had  freely  conveyed;  but,  in 
fact,  if  the  \vished-for  address  had  been 
given,  it  was  very  far  from  bis  lordship's 
intention  to  bave  put  Horace  in  possession 
of  it ;  for  although  he  was  ready  to  give 
full  credit  to  his  assertions  of  respectful  at- 
tention to  the  hapless  orphan,  and  his  de- 
termination to  restrain  bis  feelings  witbrn 
the  most  rigid  boundaries  o^  discretion,  yet 
he  did  not  so  highly  appreciate  the  firmness 
of  his  cliaracier,  as  to  be  as  entirely  assured 
of  hisability  to  preserve  that  line  of  conduct 
he  had  chalked  out  for  himself:  in  fact, 
there  was  not  much  of  coalescing  ingredi- 
ents^ in  the  characters  of  the  two  young 
men  ;  circumstance,  rather  than  any  other 
cause,  had  associated  them  in  bonds  of  in- 
timacv,  rather  than  friendship,  which  had 
been    drawn  somewhat  closer  than   would 

otherwise 
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Otherwise  probably  have  happened,  by- 
Horace  having  placet!  his  lordship  in  the 
situation  of  a  confidant,  and  by  professions 
of  esteem  and  regard,  that  had  niiturally 
excited  in  his  generous  bosom  the  senti- 
ment of  jiraritiide.  These  were  therefore 
the  ties  which  united  them.  But  lord  Les- 
lie, in  reality,  feared  for  the  stability  of 
Beniinck's  resolves,  when  placed  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  most  fervent  passion  of  the 
human  mind,  and  had  consequently  deter- 
mined to  spare  him  the  cruel  struggle,  hy 
himself  aftbrding  all  that  succour  and  aid 
which  friendship  could  have  dictated  from 
those  refmed  sentiments  inhabiting  the 
breast  of  a  man  of  honourr 

Major  Ikntinck  now  persuaded  himself 
he  was  only  acting  a  benevolent  part,  in 
the  researches  in  which  he  was  yet  cm- 
ployed  to  discover  t'le  retreat  of  the  cb- 
ject  of  his  aiTect ions  ,*  and  it  wai;  not  un- 
til she  was  so  u^expet  teilly  and  suddenly 
thrown  in  his  way  a  dependant  being,  that 
he  discovered  his  passidns  were  not  suffi- 
ciently 
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ciently  subjugated  to  the  dominion  of  ei- 
ther honour  or  reason,  to  resist  temptation 
when  thus  assailed,  or  suffer  apportunity 
wholly  to  escape;  and  by  so  doing,  gave  fa- 
tal j)roof  of  all  the  selfishness  of  love,  di- 
vested of  its  generosity,  in  seeking  (o  lure 
the  friendless  orphan  from  the  paths  of 
principle  and  virtue.  But  although  truth 
forbids  us  to  shield  the  libertine  intention, 
the  manner  would  not  have  been  s^  inde-* 
corous  and  abrupt,  if  Horace  had  indeed'- 
been,  as  Florence  had  o-bserved,  master  of 
his  reason.  She  was  right.  Copious  li- 
bations to  the  god  of  wine,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  that  of  love,  had  considerably 
clouded  the  native  delicacy  of  their  \ota\ty; 
and  he  was  himself  scarcely  con^sciOLis  how 
far  he  had  outraged  the  boundaries  of  pro- 
priety, on  the  memorable  evening  he  had 
accompanied  her  he  loved  to  the  house  of 
Mrs.  Wilson.  But  when  the  next  day  be-  . 
held  the  fulfilment  of  an  engagement  he 
entertained  no  doubt  would,  at  all  events, 
have     been     evaded,  "  and   this    aided   by 

unexpected 
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unexpected  opportunity,  hope  became 
renovated ;  and  the  full  tide  of  ecstacy, 
which  rushed  upon  his  hearty  scarcely  ad- 
mitted a  doubt  of  eventual  success. 

Elate  with  expectation,  he  impatiently 
waited  the  dismissal  of  the  servants.  The 
dinner-hour  was  the  most  tedious  he  had 
ever  passed  ;  in  vain  he  attempted  to  par- 
take of  the  dishes  placed  before  him;  hun- 
ger obeyed  not  the  invitation,  as  they  were 
successively  removed  and  replaced;  while 
Florence,  unconsciously  wrapt  in  painful 
reverie^  saw  not  that  by  rejecting  food,  his 
frequent  aoplicaiion  to  the  chamnaiiin 
took  double  efTect ;  for  as  the  crisis  of  his 
fate  approached,  he  thus  attempted  to  re- 
plenish, by  artificial  aid,  the  deserlion  of 
Jiis  natural  spirits;  verifying  the  assertion, 
that 

**  Conscience  makes  cowards  of  Ua  all!" 

To  this  destructive  enemy  of  Reason, 
the  insidious  grape,  Bentinck  too  soon  had 
fatal    recourse;  while  his  temper,  always 

ungoverned. 
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iingoveined,  became  additionally  irritable, 
by  a  disappointment  of  those  sanguine 
hopes  he  had  cherished  in  a  connexion 
with  a  passionate  attachment.  Home  con- 
sequently became  either  a  scene  of  listless 
enervatijig  apathy,  or  of  fretful  discord  to 
poor  Ellen,'  while  this  unhappy,  discon- 
tented -couple  appear  to  exemplify  through 
life,  those  natural  evils  which  result  from 
marriages  contracted  under  the  reprehensi- 
ble influence  of  turbulent  resentment. 

A  far  different  scene  was  exhibited  in 
■the  peaceful  dwelling  of  the  Edgecombes, 
who  enjoyed  that  endearing  confidence 
which,  springing  from  reciprocal  love, 
united  to  reciprocal  esteem,  gives  to  con- 
Rubial  life  thos5^  fascinations  that  consti- 
tute a  domestic  Elysium; 

The  morning  storm  appeared  to  have 
passed  over  their  heads,  and  left  a  brilliant 
expanse,  on  which  their  meridian  sun 
shone  with  unwonted  lustre;  the  splendid 
refulgence  reflected  on  the  cloud  that  en- 
folded the  fortunes  of  Florence;  and,  like 
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the  happy  signal  of  the  ark's  preservation, 
the  sun  of  the  happy  destiny  of  Agnes 
glittered  on  the  tearful  gloom  of  that  of 
the  orphan  as  the  rainbow  of  hope.  Such 
are  the  magic  powers  of  friendship,  such 
the  reward  of  benevolence!  Coquetry, 
folly,  and  extravagance,  had,  in  the  hour  of 
affliction,  been  the  scorpions  to  sting  the 
bosom  which  had  nourished  them;  but 
that  first  of  Christian  virtues,  disinterested 
humanity,  exercised  towards  a  hapless  fel- 
low-being, had  indeed  realized  the  Shakes- 
perian  attributes  of  mercy,  in  being  twice 
blessed — 

**  It  blesseth  him.  that  gives,  and  him  that  takes!" 

There  is  an  elasticity  in  the^  spirits  of 
youth,  which  renders  present  enjoyment 
the  anodyne  of  former  sorrow;  still  Flo- 
rence shrank  from  a  survey  of  the  future; 
for  however  she  m'tght  hush  the  pains  of 
memory,  yet  the  pleasures  of  hope  were 
not  for  her. 

The,  line  d£.  life  which  reason  and  pro- 
OL.  III.  o  piitty 
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priety  marked  out  for  our  orphan,  was  a 
painful  and  depressing  one ;  she  knew 
herself  adapted  for  a  far  different  sphere; 
and  she  could  not  assimilate  her  ideas, 
manners,  and  inclinations,  to  that  in  vvhicli 
she  was  thrown  by  adventitious  circum- 
stance. She  considered  herself  as  an  isola- 
ted being,  when  surrounded  by  the  compa- 
nions with  whom  she  had  lately  associated  : 
the  frivolities  and  extravagancies  of  eleva- 
ted life,  she  now  viewed  with  meet  insig- 
nificance; but  she  could  not  regard  its 
refinements  as  lightly,  or  as  philosophically; 
she  gave  to  them  a  consequence,  which  will 
be  naturally  attached  in  the  eyes  of  those 
who  have  been  born,  educated,  and  re- 
ceived in  a  Certain  intellectual  elevation  of 
society  ;  but  whether  from  lingering  folly, 
or  something  less  reprehensible,  we  leave 
for  general  opinion  to  decide.  Miss  Vin- 
cent certainly  sighed  over  the  privation  of 
fortune, -as  the  means  of  having  humbled 
her  to  the  rough-hewn  walks  of  unpolished 
life;  but  if  this  be  deemed  a  continuation 

of 
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of  the  errors  of  our  heroine,  we  presume 
not  to  enter  on  her  vindication;  we  merely 
mean  to  poiirtray  her  as  an  inhabitant  of 
earth,  and  who,  among  its  members,  can 
justly  lay  claim  to  perfection? 

Y^s,  Plorence  could,  and  did  applaud, 
esteem  and  regard  Mrs.  Wilson  for  her 
many  amiable  qualities;  but  still  she  could 
not  greet  in  her  the  intimate  companion, 
or  counselling  confiding  friend  ;  her  con- 
versation was  too  illiterate  and  confined, 
to  afford  her  either  interest  or  instruction; 
while  her  well-meant,  kind-hearted  advice, 
or  busy  attentions,  failed  in  that  delicacy 
which  was  so  essentially  necessary  to  sooth 
a  mind  tenderly  alive  to  all  those  refine- 
ments she  had  heretofore  been  accustomed 
to  enjoy ;  she  was  truly  grateful  for  the 
motives  from  which  they  originated  ;  but 
their  effects  rather  fatigued  than  consoled. 

Far  different  was  the  friendship  oC  Mrs. 
Edgecombe,  who  possessed  that  winning 
softness,  which  wipes  th-e  tear  of  sot'-ow, 
and  nurtdres  the  languid  smile;  her  mind 

'"  ^^"'^  0  2  could 


^9!2  THE  IMIAEITANTS  OF  EARTH. 

could  now,  with  endearing  confidence,  rest 
on  the  sympathetic  interest  of  this  faithful 
consoler.  But  over  the  friendship  of  Les- 
lie  she  dared  not  suffer  the  fascinations  of 
memory  to  range;  her  subdued  heart  trem- 
blingly acknowledged  the  recollection; 
each  pulse  sweetly  vibrated  to  the  flatter- 
ing idea,  that  she  had  been  an  object  of 
interest  to  Ferdinand,  even  when  no 
longer  considered  as  the  chosen  of  Ms 
friend. 

But  if,  amid  the  vainest  moments  of  pro- 
pitious fortune,  sanguine  hope  had  never 
dared  point  at  the  conquest  of  a  heart  ex- 
alted and  elevated  as  his,  how  cheerless 
was  now  that  bosom  which,  awakened  to  a 
sense  of  its  own  temerity^  felt  itself  unwor- 
thy even  to  inshrine  the  image  of  one  so 
supremely  excellent!  yet  this  being.  Miss 
Vincent  was  soon  to  behold  beneath. the 
same  roof  with  herself.  His  expected  vi- 
sit was  daily  spoken  of  by  the  Edgecombes, 
and  attended  by  those  expressions  of  anti- 
cipated gratification,  that  flowing  elo- 
quently 
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qiiently  from  the  heart,  were  but  further 
corroboratives  of  the  estimation  and  re- 
gard with  which  this  superior  young  man 
was  considered  by  friends  capable  of  ap- 
preciating his  worth. 

Yet  prepared  as  she  was  for  his  arrival, 
the  most  blooming  roseate  of  health  could 
not  have  rivalled  the  vivid  blush  which 
crossed  the  cheeks  of  Florence^,  as  she  be- 
held herself  in  the  presence  of  him  on 
whose  virtues  she  had  recently  been  so  in- 
clined to  dwell,  before  him  who  had  pene- 
trated her  character  in  the  days  of  folly, 
whom  evident  personal  admiration  could 
not  blind  to  the  far  more  important  fea- 
tures of  mind  ;  and  if  in  the  hours  of  proud 

elation  the  conscious  beautv  recoiled  with 

.J 

timid  fear  from  thescrutinizingexamination 
of  the  sportively  satirizing,  but  judicious 
Leslie,  how  much  more  reason  had  she  now 
to  dread  the  fiat  of  his  investigation,  when, 
sensible  of  her  own  manifold  imperfections^ 
she  no  longer  surveyed  herself  in  the  mir- 
o  3  ror 
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roi*  of  a  flattering  worlds  but  the  homely- 
glass  of  truth  ! 

In  vain  did  the  Edgecombes,  on  remarking 
the  assiduous  attentions  of  their  noble 
guest,  laugh  and  rally  her  on  her  conquest, 
or  gaily  smile  at  her  preparations  for  re- 
turning to  the  humble  roof  of  Mrs.  Wil- 
son. Florence  would  not,  could  not,  dared 
not  embrace  the  dear  idea  of  being  belo- 
ved  by  Leslie ;  she  trembled  lest  they 
should  reflect  some  sparks  of  their  sanguine 
hopes  to  her  desolated  bosom  ;  for  she  be- 
lieved that,  unless  supported  by  a  delusive 
anchor,  she  had  yet  the  ability  to  conquer 
that  love  she  was  conscious  struggled  for 
supremacy ;  but  that  if  it  once  gained  do- 
minion, the  recent  glimmerings  of  content 
must  vanish  for  ever  from  her  view;  for 
she  was  well  convinced  that  an  attachment, 
founded  on  esteem,  and  almost  adoration 
of  the  virtues  of  its  object,  could  be  no 
transient  sentiment,  such  as  the  thoughtless 
wish  of  admiration  excited  by  the  attractive 

form 
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form  and  face,  the  vivacious  agremens  of  a 
ball-room  Hirt ;  the  handsome,  the  elegant, 
and  energetic  Bentinck,  was  well  calculated 
to  dazzle  the  eyes,  inflame  the  heart,  and 
fascinate  the  imagination  of  a  coquette; 
while  Leslie  could  command  even  reason 
into  alliance  with  love,  and  unite  in  that 
sentiment  all  the  nobler  feelings  of  the 
soul. 

But  lost  in  her  own  self-abasement^  Flo- 
rence saw  not  the  material  alteration  which 
had  likewise  taken  place  in  lord  Leslie.  In 
early  life  his  character  had  been  strongly, 
marked  with  eccentricity,  perhaps  the  more 
pardonable  from  the  singular  habits  of  his 
father,  under  whose  immediate  eye  he  had 
been  reared,  having  been  taught  to  dis- 
trust all  mankind,  from  the  deceptive  mask 
the  earl  had  experienced  to  have  been  as- 
sumed by  that  world  with  whom  he  had  as- 
sociated :  he,  with  reluctance,  renounced 
the  ingenuous  pleasures  of  childhood,  for 
the  artificial  enjoyments  of  maturer  life, 
where  he  was  led  to  expect  neither  that 
o  4  candour 
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candour  nor  sincerity,  which  were  the  mo^i 
cherished  virtues  of  his  own  breast. 

But  when  Ferdinand  was  first  introduced 
at  Trent  Abbey,  struck  by  the  beauty  and 
talents  ofFlarence^,  of  which  he  feared  his 
heart  would  become  but  too  susceptible,  he 
endeavoured  to  accustom  himself  to  regard 
them  only  as  beacons  to  warn  him  of  his 
danger ;  he  was  almost  immediately  after 
the  elected  confidant  of  Bentinck  ;  he  saw 
him  entangled  in  the  wiles  of  coquetry; 
and  he  trembled,  lest  it  was  but  an  antici- 
pation of  his  own  fate,  until  convinced,  as 
h€  believed,  that  it  was  assumed  but  as  a 
flimsy  veil  to  conceal  her  r-eal  partiality  for 
the  ill-treated  Horace;  he  then  almost  des- 
pised her,  as  he  beheld  these  superior  en- 
dow.ments  prostituted  tt)  such  an  unworthy 
purpose ;  but  still  conceiving  that  the 
mind  and  affections  of  such  a  creature  were 
treasures  the  world  could  not  elsewhere 
unite,  when  divested  of  their  meretricious 
garb,  he  nobly  laboured  to  secure  their 
happiness,  at  the  expence  of  his  own. 

The 
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The  epithet  affixed  by  the  female  quizzers 
of  fashion  in  London,  attendant  on  his 
first  dehnt,  he  wished  to  confirm,  as  it  af- 
forded him  the  opportunity  of  claiming 
privileges,  which,  unauthorized,  he  dared 
not  otherwise  assume  among  the  juvenile 
group  of  Staffordshire;  and,  wrapt  in  ihe 
mantle  of  sportive  eccentricity,  which  his 
youth  and  recluse  habits  had,  until  within 
the  last  few  months  tolerated,  if  they  did 
not  sanction,  he  indulged  all  the  whimsical 
conceits  excited  by  an  exuberant  flow  of 
spirits,  and  a  happy  playfulness  of  disposi- 
tion, that,  united  to  fanciful  enth-usiasm, 
gave  peculiar  complexion  to  his  manner 
and  conversation,  of  which,  on  further  in- 
tercourse with  society,  and  its  established 
forms,  he  became  aware  of  the  necessity  of 
restraining  within  more  rational  and  custo- 
mary limits,  while  be  now  just  retained  a 
sufficient  portion  to  give  aitractive  i^nima- 
tion  and  energetic  eloquence  to  his  words 
and  actions. 

But 
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But  heart-cheering  was  the  conviction, 
that  the  bosom  of  Florence  was  freed  from 
its  foroier  influence,  that  love  for  Beiuinck 
had  with  her  been  but  a  passii>g  admira- 
tion and  momentary  delusion,  that  her  fol/- 
lies  and  errors  had  undergone  the  aeveve 
chastisement  of  lu'versity's  t  ;rpedian  touch, 
that  she  had  stood  unsubdued  amid  the 
wreck  of  fortune^  and  her  virtues,  like  the 
asbestos  of  ancient  day,  had  enfolded  and 
preserved  her  from  the  contamination  of 
vice,  when  forsaken,  poor,  dependent,  and 
insulted  !  for  lord  Leslie  had  not  been 
made  a  confidant  by  halves,  he  had  heard 
from  the  m.ajor  the  whole  of  his  unworthy 
conduct,  who,  with  all  the  appearance  of 
that  contrition  he  really  felt,  had  implored 
the  interference  of  his  lordship,  if  only, 
through  him,  to  grant  a  pardon  for  the 
past,  upon  a  solemn  assurance  that  he 
would  never  more  transgress;  but  Ferdi- 
nand would  have  regretted  that  the  woman 
he  loved  could  have  entered  into,  such  a 

negociation 
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rcgociation  with  any  man,  and  therefore 
coldly  declined  an  interference,  though  he 
assigned  not  the  operating  influence. 

The  character  of  Miss  Vincent,  thus 
cleared  of  the  dross  which  had  heretofore 
obscured  its  brilliance,  shone  irt  his  eyes 
with  additional  lustre,  and  the  influence  af 
her  superior  beauty  and  native  talents,  his 
heart  had  early  acknowledged.  From  the 
earl  of  Trelawney  he  feared  not  opposition, 
for  he  had  been  also  a  close  observer  oi"  the 
rise  and  progress  of  his  affection ;  and  the 
resemblance  and  relationship  of  Florence 
to  his  beloved  Marianne  Fitz  Arnold,  had 
rendered  her  an  object  of  interest  and  un- 
'wonted  favour  to  himself.  Ke  had,  how- 
ever, never  ceased  to  warn  lord  Leslie,  for 
he  had  seen  his  danger,  before  he  was  him- 
self apprised  of  its  extent;  but  at  the  same 
time  assured  him,  that  if  the  attachment 
should  become  mutual,  and  lUc  dom^uals  of 
honour  be  satisfied  in  her  relinquishment 
of  major  Bentinck,  his  concurrence  in  all 
that  could  promote  his  felicity,   would  be 

most 
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most  readily  accorded;  ^for  Hisbwn  heart 
bad  too  severely  felt  the  tortures  of  disap- 
pointed affection,  to  entail  the  possibility 
of  similar  anguish  on  that  of  a  beloved  and 
amiable  child  ;  all  he  asked  in  return  for 
this  indulgence  was,  deliberation  and  cir- 
cumspection on  his  part;  and  that  he  would 
•jn  no  inann 'r  commit  himself  in  any  en- 
gap:ement  o^  this  nature,  without  first  con- 
stihing  him  on  the  subject,  with  a  candid 
and  fill)  avowal  of  all  conhect'ed  with  thfe 
object  of  his  election,  as  father  and  ^oA 
had,  from  the  earliest  period  of  memory 
in  the  latter,  been  rather  affectionate  friends, 
than  distanced  in  confidence  by  their  near- 
r.ess  of  connexion;  and  if  (his  were bfterie'r 
the  case,  we  should  not  so  frequently  wit- 
ness the  miseries  which  arise  from  family 
discord. 

Thus  authorized  by  paternal  clemehc^, 
tKoooflmableiFerdinand  hesitated  no  long^t 
to  avow  the  wishes  of  his  breast,  ahd  namea 
our  heroine  as  their  object,  entering  int6 
a  minute  discussion  of  the  past,  as  it  rela- 
ted 
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ted  to  the  rise  and  progress   of  his  love. 
The  earl  heard  him  with  all  a  Atther's  inte- 
rest;  but  not  like  most  worldly  fathers  did 
he  comment  on  the  theme,  for   instead  of 
reverting  to   (he  serious  grievance  of  the 
loss  of  fortune  and  failure  of  early  brilliant 
prospects   which    had    befallen    Miss    Vin- 
cent, he   very  cordially  congratulated   his 
son  on    having   made    choice  of  a  female, 
^o,  like  himself,  having  experienced  the 
wily  hypocrisy  of  general    profession   and 
the  deceptions  of  fashionable  regard,  would 
now    the   more   amply    estimate    the  rare 
blessing    of    disinterested   affection,  when 
bestowed  by  a  husband. 

A  father's  benediction  and  interest  ac- 
companied the  young  and  ardent  candi* 
date  for  the  heart  and  hand  of  our  heroine;- 
while  the  so-lately-desolate  orphan  had 
cause  to  thank  the  fate  which  had  decreed 
her  to  pass  through  the  painful  ordeal  of 
adversity^  since  it  had  been  the  means  of 
rendering  her  descrying  of  the  affections 

of 
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of  that  bein^  who,  of  all  her  young  com- 
panions, had  ever  claimed  the  greatest  por- 
tion of  her  esteem,  respect,  and  admira- 
tion ;  the  consciousness  of  whose  survey 
had,  in  the  giddiest  moments  of  vain  pros- 
perity, awed  her  follies,  and  mellowed  the 
volatility  of  her  manner — with  whom  co- 
quetry feared  to  engage,  and  even  shrank 
from  view — the  being  whose  friendship  and 
regard  had  never  been  displayed  witb/^rtd 
touching  her  heart  with  the  soft  eniotioh' 
of  grateful  delight,  at  being  considerecl  an 
object  of  atcention  to  a  mind  so  exalted. 

Florence,  the  chastized,  the  corrected 
child  of  misfortune,  h^d  now  to  experi- 
ence  another  vicissitude  in  the  drama  of 
life ;  and  in  the  sacred  character  of  a  wife, 
loving  and  beloved,  she  will  not,  we  trust, 
be  wholly  lost  amid  "  the  inhabitants  op 
Ei/VRTH;'*  but  that  her  observant  judges, 
with  clemency  and  hiimanityy  wilt  survey 
the  little  incidents  of  her  eventful  course; 
and  not. too  severely  arraign  the  perhaps 

unavoidable 
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unavoidable  errors  appertaining  to  *'  thk 

FOLLIES  OF   WOMAN." 

**  Be  not  to  her  frailty  severe. 

Nor  take  from  her  virtue  its  due, 
For  ihe  vcw  of  htr  lip  was  sincere. 

And  the  sigh  of  her  bosom  was  true," 
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